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TR4110AZ - llOcM Dual Flpel Mut-TTFUSCTiON Range Cooker. 
Also available m Gloss Black, Crlam, Pastel Pink, Reo Wine k Silver 



Behold this new Masterpiece, the late^ in a long line of traditional cookers produced by 
SMEG SINCE 1948. A state of the art cooker that inspires you to rediscover traditional RECIPES, 
AS well as invent your own to bring any occasion to life. Exclusive aesthetics. 

SUPERB QPALITV AND UNMISTAKABLE DESIGN ARE THE INGREDIENTS 

that make any SMEG appliance uniqjje. 

Fall in love with a passion today. 
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Things I’ve seen, don 
and loved this month 


Autumn is calling! As the clocks turn back 
to give us shorter days and longer nights, the 
Cormtry Homes 8e Interiors team has been getting 
in the mood for the pleasures of home and hearth. 
Inspired by the rich shades of nature’s colour palette, 
we’ve been seduced by all things ‘Dark and handsome’. 
Turn to page 74 for deeply cosy decorating ideas using 
the latest bramble, bark and midnight colours. 

The roaring flames of log burners and open fires connect 
us to a contentment that’s both practical and emotional 
right now. Take a look at all the cottages, conversions and 
houses featured in this issue and you’ll discover that 
fireplaces are at the heart of every single one of them. 
PuU up a chair and enjoy them from page 24. 
Finally, Halloween and Guy Fawkes are the 
‘must-do-something’ dates in our country diaries, 
so make a leaf lantern (page 96), host a get-together 
(page 86) and enjoy the spirit of the night! 


PS: Have you heard about furnltureetc.co.uk? It’s a new 
online marketplace for preloved and vintage furniture 
where you can hunt without the hassle and get your 
dreamed-of pieces delivered to your door. Take a look! 
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Country Post 
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Receive ideas and 
inspiration for 
weekends in the 
countiy. Go to 
countiy-days.co.uk 


Download your digital edition 

Prom meadows to commuter train - read us 
on the go. Available at the Apple Newsstand, 
Amazon, Barnes 8e Noble, Zinio, Google Play 
and Kobo. 







COUNTRY HOMES 

& INTERIORS 


Subscribe to the 
print edition 

Enjoy it through your door every 
month. Go to magazinesdirect.com. 



Watch our videos 

House tours, Modern country 
makes, My country 
business at housetohome.co.uk/ 
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Get the country vibe! 
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Pin our favourite things: 

pinterest.com/ 

countryhomesmag 




Read our Country Days blog 
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autumn air. Folding table and 
chairs, similar from The Vintage 
Gardener. Blankets and cushions 
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Flask, similar from John Lewis. 
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COUNTRY DAYS 



1 Pretty storage for tea-time treats. Vintage Apple cake 
tins, H7x1 9cm diameter (largest), £1 2.95 for 3, Dotcomgiftshop. 

2 Enamelware in red-hot red for the Bonfire Night party. 
Enamel Falcon teapot, 1 L, H16xW20cm, £18.95, Howkapow. 

3 Tactile rattan furniture in a conker-brown hue. Butler's tray, 
H72xW65xD44cm, £120, Dupere Design. 



colourful leaf 
prints to brighten 
up the day. 
Woodland top,* 
£40; skirt, £45; ’ 

Twisted Knit 
cardigan, £75, 
all Cath Kidston. 
Hat, model's own. 





^ Layering mix-and-match 
* . fabrics in rich, earthy 

, . tones. Fabrics (from 

! ^ ■ left). Harvest, Berry, 

; ; ' Harlequin, Thistle, C^old, 

j ^ ^ * all £55.50 m, Linwood. 


PINTEREST 

For more things we 
can't live without, 

follow US at 
countryhomesmag 



4 The warming glow of a lamp on a chilly evening. Heaney lamp, 
H37cm, £325; Lacock shade, 30cm diameter, £1 1 5, Fermoie. 

5 Colourful game birds on a cosy cushion. Grouse cushion, 
H46xW61cm, £12, Very. 6 A rustic chopping board. Gray & Willow 
board, 41 cm diameter, £45, House of Fraser. 7 Seasonally inspired 
hanging hooks. Leaf hooks, H20cm, £4 each. National Trust Shop. » 
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COUNTRY DAYS 



Catching up on 
correspondence by the fire. 
Glenmore chair in Williams 
Check Cranberry, £700; Stirling 
Check Cranberry cushion, £60; 
Wisteria Cranberry wallpaper, 
£40 a roll, all Laura Ashley. 









8 Decorative accessories in gleaming metallics. Brenton 
lantern in copper, H1 8.7cm, £21, Broste at The Scandinavian 
Shop. 9 Woodland motifs decorating hidden treasure. 
Ceramic trinket box, HI 4xW21xD21 cm, £10, George Home. 
1 0 A full-to-the-brim log basket to keep the fire aglow. 
Leather log basket, H27xW57xD42cm, £185, Life of Riley. 



11 Wrapping up in style with a sheepskin bodywarmer. 

Toscana asymmetric zip gilet, £395, Celtic & Co. 12 Syrupy 
sips of coffee for full-of-beans energy. Brown espresso 
cup, H7cm, £14.50, Ohh Deer. 13 Making toffee apples. 
Copper colander, HI 3.5x28cm diameter, £1 4.99, MiaFleur. 
14 Soft cushions to cuddle. Shetland windowpane cushion, 
40cm sq, col Grape, £49.95, Bronte by Moon. 



A frothy coffee 
served with a spicy 
cinnamon stick. 

Dachshund bone 
china mugs, £14 
each, Emily Bond. 
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FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHS (MAIN) SUSSIE BELL; (MOODBOARD) TIM YOUNG 



THE MOMENT 


TAKE INSPIRATION PROM ROSY CHEEKS, FALLEN LEAVES AND JUST-RIPE APPLES WITH 
A SEASONAL PALETTE OP WARMING REDS IN CRIMSON AND CRANBERRY HUES. 



(Background) Tapestry Floral Diamond Weave lambswool throw, £85, National Trust Shop. Archives I wallpaper, £49 a roll, University of 
Oxford at The Paper Partnership. Knightsbridge carpet, £80 sq m, Brintons. Rattan tray, £19, Jak Jak; Red Squirrel greetings card, £2.50, 
Cherith Harrison, both Not on the High Street. Copper hanging frame, £25 for 3, Cox & Cox. Enamel mug, £6, Baker & Bell. Ribbon, 

90p a roll, Jane Means. Fabrics (in tray, clockwise from top left). Acorn and Leaf, col Cranberry, £46 m, Vanessa Arbuthnott. Larne Check, 
col Red, £62 m, Colefax and Fowler. Pixley, col Rhubarb, £68 m. Cloth & Clover. Lytham Ruby, £46 m. Villa Nova. Red Ticking, £26 m, 

Susie Watson Designs. Paints (on leaves, from top). Firecracker Lt, £1 9 for 1 L, Sanderson. Crimson, £41 for 2.5L, Zoffany. Giffords Rouge, 

£1 5 for 1 L, Water Lane Workshops. Bengal Red, £19 for 1 L, Sanderson. 

SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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FEATURE TARA KING 






Inspired by the work of 
artisan craftspeople seen 
on her travels, designer 
Sophie Conran's latest 
collection includes this rustic 
jug, £1 8. Decorated with a 
simple folk-style design, it's 
made from natural river clay 
and painted by hand, then 
baked in the kiln to make 
it heatproof and dishwasher 
safe. Perfect for your table. 


OUR FAVOURITE DESIGNER MAKER 


Angie Lewin 


As well as creating her 
own stunning designs, 
such as Meadow's Edge 
(cushion cover, £38, right), 
Angie works with other 
artists to produce fabrics 
and wallpapers for her 
online gallery, St Jude's. 

Describe your design 
process. I draw nearly every 
day, either in my studio or 
out on walks. I'll make quick 
sketches, take photos or 
collect things as memories. 
A motif or an element within 
these will spark an idea and 
prompt me to create one 
of my repeating designs. 
What inspires you? 
Spending time outdoors, 
whether in the wilds of 
northern Scotland or on the 
North Norfolk coast. I like 
to depict the native plants 
I find. I also pay attention 
to unassuming specimens 
by a trackside or on inner- 
city waste ground. 

How do you hope to 
inspire others? I encourage 
my students to explore the 
possibilities of printmaking. 

I want them to find a method 
of working and a subject 
matter they can make their 
own. I hope my own work 
motivates others to see the 
diversity in our native wildlife. 
What's your favourite 
design and why? It always 



seems to be the latest one! 
Birch Tree Sun (swatch, £54 
m, above right) is based on 
an original wood engraving 
that I created back in 2006. 
The motif is evocative of the 
Scottish landscape where I 
spend most of my time, with 
the slender elegance of the 
striated trunks standing out 
against the late afternoon sun 
on the moors above the 
River Spey. It's a beautiful 
scene that has recurred in 
my sketchbooks and prints 
many times over the years. 
Describe your creative 
style in three words. 
Graphic, natural and lined. 
Visit stjudesfabrics.co.uk. 



01603 
662951. 
See more 
work by 
Angie at 
angielewin. 
co.uk. 



Pick country-style papers 

As a tribute to its rural beginnings in a Dorset 
factory in 1946, Farrow 8e Ball has launched a 
new wallpaper collection featuring trees, grasses 
and blossoms. The three distinctive designs, 
in seven colourways, convey a peaceful country 
feel and are made using traditional block- 
printing methods. Each one has a textured 
finish that adds to its rustic appeal. Hornbeam 
(shown) features bold cloud-pruned hedgerows, 
a style made popular by top garden designer 
Tom Stuart-Smith, while gentle Blostma is 
reminiscent of floating petals. A large-scale 
border. Feather Grass is over a metre in height, 
with its hazy outline evoking rolling meadows. 


STEP IT UP 

This sturdy Stratton stool, 
£230 from Neptune, 
blends rustic wood with a 
white-painted finish for a 
modern take on traditional 
country charm. A kick-step 
pulls out to provide easy 
access to high shelving - a 
chic and functional addition 
to kitchens and pantries. 



SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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AUTUMN PUNCH 

With its exotic, curling 
candy-floss pink petals, 
Nerine bowdenii is 
no shrinking violet! 
Planted in well-drained 
soil in a hot, dry spot 
against a south-facing 
stone wall, it will 
spread quickly to form 
a flamboyant autumn 
show. £9.99 for 5 bulbs 
(for despatch by end 
of January 201 6), from 
Thompson & Morgan. 



OUR FAVOURITE GARDEN DESIGNER 

Diarmuid Gavin 


The garden designer 
and television presenter 
Diarmuid Gavin lives in 
Kilmacanogue, County 
Wicklow. He's best known 
for his exuberant, 
inventive designs. 

What do you love about 
November? The autumnal 
clean-up. It's when gardens 
shed the year's growth to 
prepare for their seasonal 
sleep. It's also a time of 
consideration: you're starting 
to review what worked and 
went well this year, and to 
make plans for next. I've 
been putting together some 
'how-to' guides with Wickes: 
how to make a fire pit and a 
raised bed, all things worth 
thinking about forthe coming 
months, ready for spring. 
What are you up to in your 
garden right now? I'm 
propping my soil for new 
beds, introducing a lot of 
organic matter. I'm also 
looking to build a summer 
house from a pile of stones 
I've had lying in a heap for 
too long now. It's a good 
time to plant tulip bulbs, too 
- planting in November 
decreases the risk of the 
fungal disease tulip fire. 

Do you have a 'can't live 
without' clean-up tool? A 
spring-tine rake is invaluable 
for clearing leaves from 



awkward places. You don't 
want your lawn struggling 
to breathe under leaves. 
What are your favourite 
late-autumn plants? 
Grasses such as Stipa 
gigantea (above), Molinia 
and Chionochloa rubra 
look wonderful in autumn 
sunshine. A lot of deciduous 
trees have lost their foliage 
by now, so it's time to 
appreciate the beautiful 
bark of white birches and 
Acer griseum. 

What plans do you have 
for the year ahead? I'll be 
back at the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show - so I'm 
looking forward to that. 

I'll also be 
unveiling a 
new quirky 
design in the 
New Year. 
Watch this 
space! 




Plant a bare-root fruit tree 


Grab a bargain in the form of a bare-root tree: 
apples, pears and medlars are all good choices 
for our climate. Plant the tree straightaway (if 
roots look dry, soak in a bucket of cold water 
for a few minutes) in a sunny, sheltered spot 
in well-drained soil. Dig in manure or compost 
then plant in a hole at least one-third wider 
than the roots, placing a stake in beforehand. 
Spread out the roots in the hole, then backfill 
up to the soil mark on the trunk. Use a tree 
tie to fix it to the stake, then water well for 
the following year. When choosing, look for the 
letters AGM (Award of Garden Merit) and ask 
about pollination and eventual size of the tree. 




Professionals use these 
secateurs for good reason - 
they're sharp, ergonomic and 
comfortable. Treat yourself to a 
pair if you have a lot of pruning 
to do this month. Felco No7 
secateurs (or Nol 0 if you're 
left-handed), £49.99, 
World of Felco. 
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FEATURE FRANCESCA CLARKE PHOTOGRAPHS (NERINE) GAP PHOTOS/NICOLA STOCKEN; 
(GRASSES) GAP PHOTOS/HOWARD RICE; (FRUIT TREE) GAP PHOTOS; (PORTRAIT) LUKE FREEMAN 



Experience the world’s finest furniture 
www.mwf.com or 01380 850 007 


Unmistakably 


Mark Wilkinson 


Part of the Canburg Group 
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MULTI STYLES 


MULTI FABRICS 


MULTI CHOICE 


Choose from our unbeatable 
fabric library to cover any of 
our sofas and chairs. 
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MULTI YORK 

SOFAS & INTERiORS 


ORDER YOUR FREE FABRIC SWATCHES ONLINE OR IN STORE 


over 50 stores 033 33 583 325 4vmultiyork.co.uk 






FEATURE SARAH WILSON PHOTOGRAPH (MEDLARS) STOCKFOOD/OXANA AFANASIEVA 





As we head into autumn with its 
longer, darker evenings, dishes such as 
macaroni cheese and vegetable gratin 
are on the menu. That's a lot of 
cheese to grate, but this new 
design from Alessi will 
make quick work of it. 
Beautifully styled in 
cherrywood with a steel 
grater and a neat 
cheese cellar, it costs £55 
and is by Italian designer 
Kuno Prey. It has a real country 
feel and is a classic heirloom piece 
that you can keep in the family. 


OUR FAVOURITE SLOE GIN PRODUCER 

Julia Medforth 


Yorkshire-based Julia 
produces Raisthorpe 
Manor's award-winning 
range of traditional 
country drinks. 

Tell us how the business 
started... We have a 
shooting lodge on our 
estate and started offering 
guests a tipple. The drinks 
were so popular we 
decided to go into business 
from our farmhouse kitchen. 
What's so special about 
your sloe gin? We are 
situated in the heart of the 
Yorkshire Wolds and the 
ingredients for all our drinks 
are sourced locally. Our 
sloe gin is produced from 
a family recipe using sloes 
steeped in London gin and 
sugar, then left for six to 
eight months to mature. 
Have you won any 
awards? To date six Great 
Taste Awards including 
three golds. We've also won 
gold at the Sloe Gin Awards 
and two of our liqueurs are 
currently used in Harvey 
Nichols cocktail bars. 

What do the judges say? 
Ours is 'sophisticated, the 
epitome of sloe gin'. It has a 
medium-matured oak nose 
with subtle floral scents. 



a medium sweetness and is 
full bodied with a warming 
bittersweet finish. 

What's the best way to 
serve it? Try with Champagne, 
or as an after-dinner drink, or 
for sipping by the fire. It's also 
great in fruit cake recipes or, 
as a cure for colds, a slug in 
warmed orange juice. 

Any other drinks we might 
like to try? We also make 
sloe port, sloe whisky, 
damson port and damson 
gin. And this year we've 
launched a gooseberry gin 
and a rhubarb gin. 
Raisthorpe Manor sloe gin, 
£23.95 for 
70cl. For 
more details 
call 01377 
288295, 
raisthorpe 
manor.com. 




Celebrate medlars 

Now’s the time to look out for medlars at 
farmer’s markets and in farm shops (unless, of 
course, you’re lucky enough to have your own 
tree). They look like a cross between a small 
apple and a rosehip with a russet-coloured 
skin, and their flavour is similar to apple mixed 
with cinnamon. The taste has also been likened 
to toffee apples and the darkened, softened 
ripe fruit is commonly set into a jewel-like jelly, 
great for serving with game and goose, cold 
meat and cheese. Medlars also work well in 
chutney or try roasting them to serve with 
a joint. For a sweet option, bake the ripe fruit 
and serve with cream, or fill homebaked tarts. 



The ultimate 
comfort food 

Prestat has whipped up its 
refined chocolate into a 
range of spreads perfect for 
toast, warm croissants or 
sandwiching in homemade 
cakes. Choose from six 
flavours, including Divine 
Clementine and Heavenly 
Hazelnut. Posh Chocolate 
Spread, £5.95 for 21 5g. 
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Go wild for autumn 

One of the most magnificent views at this time 
of year can he seen at the Pass of Killiecrankie 
in Perthshire (above), nts.org.uk. This wooded 
gorge on the River Garry is associated with 
an historic Jacobite battle, but today it is a 
peaceful place where visitors have the chance to 
spot nesting birds, red squirrels, leaping salmon 
and, in autumn, to watch a variety of trees turn 
spectacular shades of burgundy, amber, russet 
and gold. Or go wild in Grizedale Forest, Cumbria, 
forestry.gov.uk/grizedale, where the Ridding 
Wood trail offers stunning views of the valley 
and a hike to the top of Carron Crag reveals 
panoramic vistas of this unspoilt landscape 
with its heady mix of autumn colours. 




The Five Alls is a picture-perfect Cotswolds coaching 
inn. Dating from the 18th century, it boasts original 
flagstone floors, inglenook fireplaces and exposed beams. 
Menus promise delicious 
turf-to-table British- 
style food with a touch 
of Italian - and rooms 
are available if you want 
to stay the night after 
sampling local casked 
ales in the cosy bar. Visit 
thefiveallsfilkins.co.uk. 


DIY BEAUTY 

Learn how to make your 
own natural skincare. 
Herbalists Jude Greenan 
and Vanessa Neville share 
their wild-plant know-how 
at Assington Mill in 
Suffolk. The course, on 29 
November, costs £75 plus 
materials (about £10) and 
you can take home four jars 
of cosmetics. Call 01 787 
229955, assingtonmill.com. 

OUR FAVOURITE SHOP 

Tinsmiths 



Owners Alex and Phoebe 
Clive sell fabrics, lighting, 
art prints and gifts in this 
wonderfully quirky 
building in Herefordshire. 

What inspired you to open 
Tinsmiths? We were 
inspired by a passion for 
good design with a long 
'shelf life', both practically 
and stylistically. All our staff 
are makers or designers 
who understand materials 
and processes. Our main 
focus is centred on textiles 
- fabrics for curtains, blinds 
and upholstery. 

How would you describe 
the shop's style? Our two 

showrooms, architecturally 
speaking, are characteristic 
of the Tinsmiths style. On 
the one hand, a surprisingly 
bold and daring shopfront 
(above right) designed and 
Y built by Alex and, on the 
other, an ancient timber- 
framed workshop made 
user-friendly by modern 
interventions. We really 
enjoy the challenge 
of mixing old and new, 
industrial and domestic to 
achieve timeless interiors. 

What makes your shop so 
special? The people. We 
think hard about what we 
are offering and take this 
responsibility seriously, in 
terms of what we display 
in our shop and when we 



set about making curtains 
or blinds for a client. We like 
to source fabrics, lighting 
and homewares close to 
home, where possible, such 
as fabrics woven in the north 
of England, pots thrown in 
the surrounding area, and 
kitchen utensils, hooks and 
ironwork from local makers. 
Tinsmiths, Tinsmiths 
Alley, 8a High Street, 
Ledbury, Herefordshire 
HR8 IDS, 01531 632083, 
tinsmiths.co.uk. 
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DEVON FORGE 




What we love most 
about living here... 

‘The amazing 
outlook - we are 
so close to the sea 
and a busy town, 
yet out In our 
garden we are 
away from 
everything’ 



The fish plates were * 

brought back from a trip 
I to Barbados. Dresser, I 

similar from Neptune. ^ ^ 
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Living room (Also far 
left) Pops of warm red, plaid 
and cabl^nit cushions 
keep the look cosy, while 
a rustic table made from a 
threshing machine is the 
focal point. Sofa, Laura 
Ashley. Coffee table, 
Portobello Road Market. » 








Kitchen The dining area 
opens onto the garden 
through full-height glass 
doors. Table, benches, 
similar from The Cotswold 
Company. Chair, Ikea. 
s Flooring, Mandarin Stone. 



DEVON FORGE 


7 wanted to live in the eountryside, in a house that was 

old and had character, and my husband, Jim, just wanted to be by 
the sea,’ says Philippa Hartley As she was living in London before 
they married and Jim was based in Devon, it made sense that 
they look for a home together down there. 

And the house they found ticked all the boxes - a former forge 
with bags of character and a beautiful courtyard garden, close to 
the coast. But it had already been on the market for 18 months 
because it hadn’t been touched since the 1970s. 

The sale went through in October SO 10, but the couple didn’t 
actually move in until about 10 months later, living with Jim’s 
mum while the renovations took place. 

‘We took the house apart ourselves and gutted it,’ says Philippa. 
They had to change everything. ‘We replaced the wiring and the 
plumbing, and replastered throughout. We insulated everything 
and installed underfloor heating, and fitted radiators upstairs.’ 

New ceilings and floors were also put in, as well as period-style 
windows, and beams downstairs to bring back original character. 

The layout was also reconfigured. ‘What is now the open-plan 
kitchen/living/ dining area was where garages and workshops 
once stood, so we needed planning permission to turn them into 
a family space looking out onto the garden,’ says Philippa. 

The original kitchen was upstairs, but Philippa and Jim were 
keen to use that space as an office and living room, with a 
statement wall incorporating a woodburner separating the two. 

‘We hacked away upstairs and found some lovely slate, so that 
became the hearth for the woodburner. We used wood from an old 
pier found in a reclamation yard for a lintel above the fireplace.’ 

New bathrooms were installed and again period pieces played 
their part. The en suite features an antique bath. ‘The bathroom 
window had to come out so we could bring it in,’ says Philippa. 

When it came to decorating, she wanted to create a coastal- 
meets-country style. All the walls were painted white and many 
of the rooms are blue and white. ‘It’s one of my favourite colour 
schemes, however, I have warmed things up in the upstairs living 
room, which feels slightly more colourful and country’ 

The decorating process was organic. ‘We collected things slowly 
as we wanted to buy things that we liked rather than needed,’ 
says Philippa. ‘Jim found some antique chairs for the living room 
and I thought he was mad when I first saw them, but we sent 
them away to be reupholstered and now I think they’re beautiful.’ 

Since the couple moved in, Ned and Clemmie have been born and 
the house has proved to be a wonderful family home. ‘It’s beautiful 
here. The children have a lovely garden to play in and we have 
coast and country - the best of both worlds,’ says Philippa. » 



^ 

AT HOME WITH... 

Owners Philippa Hartley, who 
runs Fish & Pips, a business offering 
catered ski chalets, and her 
husband, Jim, the founder of 
clothing company Aloft. They 
moved here in 201 1 and live with 
their two children, Ned, four, 
and Clemmie, two. 

House JKGtdide ll-listed converted 
Victorian forge, built in 1 850, 
which has four bedrooms. 
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Main bedroom (Also 
below left) A wardrobe from 
Jim's childhood has been 
given a shabby chic finish. 
Cushion, Ikea. Tray table. 
The White Company. 





What makes this 
house a home... 

‘Its tLiggledy 
piggledy nature, and 
the fact that we 
gutted the property 
and so made every 
decision on how to 
change the house 
to fit our needs’ 




30 housetohome. co.uk/countryhomesandinteriors 


SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 


FEATURE VIVIENNE AYERS PHOTOGRAPHS POLLY ELTES 









Bathroom fKvauhed ceiling 
and an antique freestanding 
bath give this en suite the 
wow factor. The basin (centre 
left) is mounted on an antique 
cupboard. Rugs, similar from 
Ikea. Lantern, John Lewis. » 






DEVON FORGE 


Garden A teepee made ‘ " 

from sailcloth is the perfect 
playhouse for the children^ 


Visit... 'Kingsbridge Estuary. We 
love to take a boat and moor up 
towards Frogmore by a little stone 
beach we can have to ourselves.' 

Shop at... The Bake House 
bakery (01548 842824, 
bakehousesalcombe.co.uk), 
Salcombe, for delicious doughnuts.' 

Goforamealat... 'The Sloop inn 
(01548 560489, thesloop.co.uk), 
Bantham, after a walk on the beach. 
It's a 14th-century pub that serves 
great food. Or we all like crabbing 
in Salcombe, followed by a pizza at 
Captain Flint's (01548 842357, 
captainflints.co.uk).' » 





REAL’S 

Good design. Well made. 


INTRODUCING 

The Pinner Colleetion 

The Pinner eolleetion was inspired by Ambrose Real’s 
clean aesthetic and the desire to create furniture fit for 
a family — it’s hardworking, durable and beautiful too. 
Pinner four poster bed in blue £895, Pinner bedside table in blue £245. 


www.heals.com 


ROOM IDEAS 



Add comfort underfoot. Kabir Goby rug, 
200x295cm, £625, John Lewis. 





Go for classic accessories. Cashmere 
cushion, 40cm sq, £175, Johnstons of 
Elgin. Tea Tree lamp base, H42cm, £150; 
silk pleat shade, £69, both India Jane. 


Modern 

Country 

Classic 



Double-sided stove 

Face the fire from both sides with 
a stove that has twice the appeal. 

Need to know... 



Bring in a touch of gold. Monaco 
frame, 91 x1 22cm, £230, Ayers & 
Graces. Vintage trunk, H54xW78x 
D60cm, £375, The Old Cinema. 



Philippa’s 

living 

room 


Two adjoining rooms that share 
a chimney can also share a stove, 
with doors either side supplying 
warmth and a great view. Traditional 
designs with a canopy sit 
comfortably in a fireplace. 
Alternatively, a contemporary 
double-sided stove makes a great 
room divider for an open-plan area 
with the flue soaring up to the 
ceiling. High output versions are 
available to heat big spaces. 

where to buy... 

•Yeoman Stoves for wood, multifuel 
and gas stoves with canopies. 

• Firebelly Stoves for a contemporary 
double-sided stove. 

• Stoves Online for a double-sided 
stove suitable for smoke 
control areas. 






FIND THE PERFECT 


ENGINEERED OAK FLOOR 



1 Natural Grade, from £43.99 sq m; 

2 Distressed Pre-lacquered Sand, £49.99 
sq m; 3 Premier Grade (21 0mm), from £59 
sq m, all The Natural Wood Floor Company. 



For more ideas go to 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
countryhomesandinteriors 
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Sit on smart checks. Kingston upholstered 
large two-seater sofa in Keynes Cranberry, 
H92xW215xD98cm, £1,800, Laura Ashley. 
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Layer together rich colours and inviting textures to welcome, warm and comfort 

George large sofa in Brancaster Navy washed linen £1 ,975; Penelope velvet cushion in Fox £40; Fox velvet £40/metre; 
Smoke emulsion £34 for 2.5L; Somerton willow basket from £1 1 5; Kingswood throw £1 00 




Create your own designs at neptune.com 
Stores nationwide 


NEPTUNE 




















^wingroom The 
open fire with its 
classic surround is at 
the heart of this cosy 
room. Walls, painted 
in Chocolate by 
Little Greene. Sofas, 
Sofa.com. Blue table 
lamps, India Jane. » 
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LEICESTERSHIRE HALL 






AT HOME WITH... 

Owners interior designer Claire 
Simpson and her husband, Fraser, 
a foreign currency broker, who 
moved to the hall in 201 1 with 
their two children, Chloe, now five, 
and Freddie, three, plus their 
West Highland Terrier, Winnie. 

House /K\n mg of a 17th-century 
Grade ll-listed hall. 


There’s nothing like having a young family to inspire a 
move to the country, where life seems to move at a slower pace, 
seasons are marked by traditional rituals and children are able 
to run free surrounded by the beauty of nature. Claire and Fraser 
Simpson had been living a rustic Italian dream in Puglia in a 
masseria (large farmhouse), which they’d had built, but once their 
first child, Chloe, was born and then with son Freddie on the way, 
they began to hanker for England once more. 

‘We wanted to put down some roots,’ says Claire. ‘Then, one 
gorgeous sunny weekend, we were visiting Fraser’s father in 
a cottage in the grounds of a historic hall in Leicestershire. We 
had owned the cottage before he moved there, so the estate had 
long been familiar to us. We then discovered that part of the hall 
(it had been divided into three separate dwellings) was up for 
sale. News of it coming on to the market opened our eyes up to 
the possibility of settling back here. 

‘The hall has always been a very special place for us,’ Claire 
continues. ‘Interestingly, it was once owned by the Spencer family 
Princess Diana, in fact, is reputed to have visited many times as 
a child so that gives it a certain magic.’ 

When it came to making the decision to buy, Claire and Fraser 
were fortunate to have a completely blank slate from which 
to work, just as Claire likes it. ‘We’d sold our last three houses » 
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Dining area Huge 
French doors fill the 
kitchen dining area 
with light, making it 
perfect for entertaining 
The seascapes were 
painted by Fraser's 
father. Chairs, Vincent 
Sheppard. Woven 
rattan chargers. 

Not on the High 
Street. Table, Sun bury 
Antiques Market. 




\ 










what makes this house a home... 

It’s somewhere thatr makes us feel., happy »and 
safe, where we can totally relax as a family’ 


Family room f^s 

this space has limited 
natural light, Claire 
chose a darker palette 
to create a warm, 
cocooning feel. 

The panelling and 
bookshelves were 
made specially to her 
design. Walls, 
cabinetry, all painted 
in Knightsbridge 
by Little Greene. 
Alpaca throw. Alpaca 
Clothing Market, q 





LEICESTERSHIRE HALL 




Hallway 

A Swedish blind 
in heavy linen 
dresses the 
mullion window. 
Fabric, de Le 
Cuona. Tiles, 
Mandarin Stone. 


with almost all of the contents included, which allowed us to start 
over. It’s easier, and I find it very exciting, to begin again and not 
be bound by earlier choices,’ she says. ‘Besides, as we had moved 
from west London to an English country house via rural Italy, 
things were always going to look very different. Everything here 
has been specifically sourced for the hall.’ 

Claire acknowledges that working in the interior design industry 
means that she is exposed to many beautiful and innovative ideas, 
which accounts for her desire to start from scratch. ‘I have a real 
need for change and experimentation, and I’m lucky to be allowed 
the freedom to do so,’ she says. 

Claire’s design philosophy is simple: ‘I always think long term 
rather than being swayed by up-to-the-minute trends. I like to let 
a scheme evolve gradually, while leaving room for a new addition 
to keep up my interest and reflect changing trends.’ 

Moving in when Claire was five months pregnant meant that the 
couple’s greatest priorities were the children’s bedrooms and their 
bathroom. Somehow, though, Claire was reluctant to let the 
builders disappear once work had begun, and they ended up with 
a major renovation on their hands. Stud walls were torn down, 
bathrooms replaced, walls were panelled throughout, bookcases 
built and the hallway floor was fitted with striking marble 
flagstones. Reclaimed stone fireplaces were sourced to replace the » 



Garden An old lime tree is the ideal spot 
for the children's swing, where Claire can 
keep an eye through the French doors. 
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visit us at arloandjacob.com 
call us on 03331 222 693 

or pop by our showroom 



A range of styles starting from £735 




FEATURE SARAH BOLTON PHOTOGRAPHS MARK BOLTON 


LEICESTERSHIRE HALL 



existing modern ones. Then, as if one complete refit wasn’t 
enough, much of the hall had to be redone a couple of years later. 

‘I came back one day with the children to find Fraser standing 
helplessly at the door,’ Claire says. ‘We’d had an enormous leak in 
the roof after a heavy snowstorm and water was pouring into the 
top bedroom. The damage was much worse than we thought and 
we ended up having to replace joinery plus two ceilings as well as 
carpets and curtains.’ Claire wasn’t fazed though and actually 
relished the opportunity ‘to try something completely new, again’. 

Now that the house is complete - at least for the moment - the 
family can enjoy the space, particularly the garden with its wide 
lawns that open on to vistas across the Leicestershire landscape. 
A swimming pool ensures that there’s no chance of the family 
feeling isolated, as friends are always happy to visit. 

‘We can sleep up to IS, so often we have a house full at 
weekends,’ Claire says. ‘Summer is when the pool comes into its 
own, while autumn is all about long country walks and Sunday 
lunches, followed by flopping down in front of the fire. Idyllic!’ 

There are no regrets whatsoever about moving back from Italy 
to England. ‘This house is just what I’d hoped for - a great place 
to bring up the children, where they can be happy and carefree. 
Why would we want to live anywhere else?’ 

W clairesimpsoninteriors.com. » 





ON OUR 
DOORSTEP... 

Visit,.. ^Bradgate Park (011 62 
362713, bradgatepark.org) at 
Newtown Linford, with its folly, 
ancient woodland and a deer park.' 

Shop at... 'Bagel & Griff (01 858 
468764, bagelandgriff.com). A gem 
of a shop in Market Harborough with 
ethically produced homewares.' 

Goforamealat... 'The George 
of Stamford (01780 750750, 
georgehotelofstamford.com). Great 
for Sunday lunch, with open fires, 
comfy sofas and an atmospheric, 
panelled dining room.' 
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Your decorator’s best kept secret 




Brewers 

DECORATOR CENTRES 


Your local Brewers could be your decorator’s best 
kept secret. It’s where the trade comes to buy a 
huge range of paints, wallpaper (and even fabrics) 
that make your home beautiful. 

, Find out more from your decorator (if you 
^ can) or visit brewers.co.uk to find your 
nearest store. 




OVER 150 BRANCHES ACROSS THE COUNTRY BREWERS.CO.UK 



ROOM IDEAS 



Choose clean lines. Edwardian round 
basin, towel rail and regal pedestal, 
H96xW62xD51 cm, £335, Burlington. 



Take flight. Flying Ducks wallpaper, 

£79 a roll. Mulberry Home at John Lewis. 
I Wall light, 23x1 0cm, £39, Bathstore. 


FIND THE PERFECT 


GREY BATHROOM PAINT 


1 


2 


3 


1 Kent Grey; 2 Iron Grey; 

3 Grey Squirrel, all £24.50 for 1 L 
water-based matt emulsion, Sanderson. 


i 



Use natural storage. Wicker basket, H25x 
W44xD30cm, £9.99, East2Eden. Duck Egg 
towels, from £2, Linea at House of Fraser. 



Bateau bath 

Raised ends and centrally placed 
taps give this bath its pleasingly 
sj? symmetrical appearance. 

Need to know... 



Unlike a classic roll-top bath on claw 
feet, the bateau style has a skirt that 
extends to the floor, sometimes with 
a plinth, for a sleek effect and ease 
of cleaning. Traditional cast-iron 
versions with a painted exterior lend 
a timeless air, with cast-stone resin or 
aluminium the modern equivalents. 
For a stylish shimmer, select a 
lightweight copper bath, also 
available in a nickel finish or in 
nature-inspired verdigris. 

where to buy... 

• Catchpole & Rye for a classic 
cast-iron bain de bateau. 

• Victoria & Albert for several bateau 

shapes in limestone and resin. 

• William Holland for a copper design. 





Look and smell nice! Clarence mirror, 
H50cm, £42.99, Homebase. Lugano soap 
pump, £147, Pigeon & Poodle at Amara. 


For more ideas go to 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
countryhomesandinteriors 



Perch in comfort. Narrow wooden 
stools, H53cm and 38cm, £195 
for 2, Out There Interiors. 
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FOR THE FULL TETRAD EXPERIENCE PLEASE CONTACT OUR PREMIER STOCKISTS LISTED BELOW 

Aberdeen Archibalds • Aberdeen Sterling Furniture • Abingdon Lee Longlands • Ballymena Algram • Banchory Taylors • Bangor Caprice • 
Barnstaple Padfields • Barrow-in-Furness Stollers • Bath TR Flayes • Battersea, London Barker & Stonehouse • Battle Battle Interiors • Beverley 

Alexander Ellis • Birmingham Lee Longlands • Bo'ness Belgica • Boston Sack Store • Brighouse Websters Furniture • Broughty Ferry Gillies • 
Canterbury Lenleys • Cardiff Eddershaws • Carlisle Vaseys • Chesterfield Brampton House Eurnishers • Clitheroe Shackletons Home & Garden • 
Colchester Hatfields • Darlington Barker & Stonehouse • Dartford Earningham Oak • Derby Lee Longlands • Doncaster Ward Brothers • 
Dunfermline Thomsons World of Eurniture • Dumfries Barbours •Edinburgh Martin & Erost • Elgin Anderson & England • Falmouth Richard Cook • 
Fulham, London Darlings of Chelsea • Gateshead Barker & Stonehouse • Glasgow John Dick & Son • Glasgow Forrest Furnishing • Glasgow 
Sterling Furniture • Grimsby AW Robinson Furniture • Guernsey Scope Furnishing • Hawick Chrysties • Hinckley Paul Edwards Interiors • Horley 
Collingwood Batchellor • Hull Barker & Stonehouse • Inverness Ogilvies • Inverness Sterling Furniture • Inverurie Andersons • Kidderminster 
Furniture Barn • Kilmarnock Tannahills • Kingsbridge Peter Betteridge • Knaresborough Barker & Stonehouse • Leamington Spa Whartons • Leeds 
Barker & Stonehouse • Leicester Fenwicks • Lincoln GH Shaw • Liverpool Taskers - Aintree • Llanidloes Hafren Furnishers • Macclesfield Arighi 
Bianchi • Market Harborough Furniture Barn • Middlesbrough Barker & Stonehouse • Milton Keynes Morgan Gilder • Montrose Buicks • 
Morecambe LPC Furniture • Newcastle Barker & Stonehouse • Newton Abbot Prestige Furniture • Norwich Jarrolds • Nottingham Barker & 
Stonehouse • Perth Gillies • Rainham G Lukehurst • Ringwood Furlong Furniture • Salisbury Mylor & Mawes • Sheffield Ponsford • Sherborne 
Dodge Interiors • Shrewsbury Alan Ward • Solihull Whartons • St Albans Darlings of Chelsea • Stamford Stamford Garden Centre • Streatham, 
London E & A Wates • Sutton Coldfield Furniture Barn • Tillicoultry Sterling • Tunbridge Wells Darlings of Chelsea • Tunbridge Wells Hoopers • 
Waltham Cross Fishpools • Westerham The Old Bakery • Windsor WJ Daniels • Yeovil The Old Creamery • York Browns 


www.tetrad.co.uk 


My Life. My Style. 

Hand'Crafted, made lo measure Luxaflex* Silhouette* Shades bring rooms to life; making a personal style statement 
whilst bathing your home in beautifully controlled natural light. And with inspired design, Innovative operating Ideas 
and pure quality woven into each individual piece, you1l always know you've made the perfect choice. 


To arrange your free Luxaflex* Design Consultation, visit: iuxaflex.co.uk/mysty1e 




window styling 




NORFOLK COTTAGE 



Soft focus 


DEBBIE^O^Pi^RANpiORMED^^LEG LECT Ep 

INVITING RURAL RETREAT FILLED WITH 
liCHALKY COLOURS AND CLEVER STORAGE 




rai 



Hollyhoc 
_ Cottage 


Litingarefi 

'A new woodburne> 
keeps the space ! 
cosy. Stove, Morso. 
Rug, Rooms with 
a View. Walls, 
painted in Clunch 
bf Farrow & Ball. 

Entrance Debbie 
(right, with Tolly 
and Winston) is 
thrilled with the 
rustic stable door 
and bespoke house 
sign. Door, painted 
in Hardwick White 
by Farrow & Ball. 
Sign, Campbell 
& Cornell. » ^ 










AT HOME WITH... 

Owners Debbie and Dave Down, 
who run interior design and soft 
furnishings store Rooms with a View. 
Debbie's daughter, Jessica, 24, and 
son, George, 21 , enjoy visiting the 
cottage. Border Terriers Tolly and 
Winston complete the household. 

House One-bedroom cottage near 
the coast, built in the early 1800s. 


soon as an internet seareh brought 

up this pretty cottage in an unspoilt spot on the 
North Norfolk coast, Debbie Down was hooked. 

‘The cottage was up for auction,’ she says. ‘We had 
a scruffy caravan up here and we had come to 
know and love the area - when you’re in this part 
of the world, it feels like going back in time.’ 

Debbie and her husband, Dave, who together run 
a successful interior design and soft furnishing 
store. Rooms with a View, in Diss, were taken 
at once by the opportunity to create an ultra- 
comfortable weekend retreat, somewhere much 
more roomy and welcoming than their caravan. 

There was an awful lot of renovation, however, 
to be done first. Originally built as part of a row 
of farm workers’ cottages, which had been knocked 
together years ago, their part of the row had been 
closed off and unused since the 1960s. 

‘It was in a terrible state,’ says Debbie, ‘no 
staircase, no running water, no heating and plants 
growing up through the floor. I remember climbing 
up a ladder to the bedroom and seeing two gorgeous 
Victorian fireplaces and the original floorboards, 
and I knew from that moment that it had to be ours.’ 

As the couple were on a tight budget, they tackled 
the renovations themselves and spent every spare 
moment working on the cottage. ‘Dave did the » 


Living area Coats 
are hung by the door 
above a rush-seat 
bench for pulling 
on boots. What few 
ornaments there are 
are carefully chosen. 
Bench, rail, both 
Garden Trading. 
Cushion, Feather 
& Egg lamp shade, 
both Rooms with 
a View. Terrier on 
wheels, Northfield 
Primitives. 
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KltchenThe couple painted 
the units and added satin nickel 
door knobs for a bespoke look. 
The bird was carved by Dave. 
Shaker units, Jewson; painted 
in Pigeon by Farrow & Ball. 
Handles, Willow & Stone. Oak 
worktop, similar from Worktop 
Express. Sink, Villeroy & Boch. 







what we love most about living here... 


‘We can really relax and unwind here. It’s such 





TP 


Living area A welcoming 
wool tartan tones well with 
the heather sofa and leather 
armchair. Footstool, covered 
in Skye, col Burnt Orange, by 
Abraham Moon & Son; wood 
tray, both Rooms with a View 







Kitchen 

A peninsula built by 
Dave and clad in 
tongue-and-groove 
panelling, also used 
for the splashback, 
divides the working 
area of the kitchen 
from the rest of the 
scheme. Open 
display shelves stop 
the furniture from 
overpowering the 
space. Peninsula, 
splashback, both 
painted in Old White 
by Farrow & Ball. 

Garden Dave^s 

handiwork extends 
even to the outdoor 
firewood store, 
which he built 
from wood and 
reclaimed tiles. 


plumbing, lighting and heating, built a new staircase 
and fitted the kitchen and bathroom, while I tiled 
the bathroom, and painted every wall and window 
frame,’ Debbie says. In fact, the only job the Downs 
hired someone else to do was the plastering. 

A happy moment during the renovations was the 
discovery of traditional East Anglian terracotta 
pamments under the floor Dave was digging up to 
put in a damp-proof membrane and insulation. The 
tiles now form the floor of the outdoor seating area. 

But it wasn’t all plain sailing and chance finds. 
‘Everything seemed to get worse before it got 
better,’ Debbie says. ‘I spent a whole weekend 
peeling wallpaper off the bedroom ceiling, which 
gave me a bad back for six months. And the dogs 
used to hate it. They would sit in the corner, 
shivering and willing us to get them out of there.’ 

What kept Debbie and Dave going was a sense 
of how lovely the place could be. As the plan was 
to create a luxurious bolthole, they chose not to 
compromise the upstairs space by squashing in 
another bedroom, deciding instead to devote the 
first floor to one large bedroom and bathroom. ‘I’m 
really glad we did that because the space feels so 
light and open, and rather indulgent,’ says Debbie. 

Similarly, the ground floor has been designed for 
open-plan living to boost the sense of space. ‘We » 
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uuest one bathrooms 


LONDON 




Battersea I Chelsea I Clerkenwell I Knightsbridge I Mayfair I Netting Hill I Wandsworth 

Tunbridge Wells I Oxshott 

+44(0)333 011 3333 At Home Design Service available ujestonebathrooms.com 








NORFOLK COTTAGE 


What makes this house a home... 

I think we appreciate the cottage all the more 
having done the work ourselves and poured 
' so much love into it’ 


Bathroom Designed 
to look like an original 
feature, the cupboard 
beside the Victorian 
fireplace, where towels 
are kept, was fashioned 
by Dave from a disused 
door. Bath, similar from 
Frontline Bathrooms. » 
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NORFOLK COTTAGE 


ON OUR 
DOORSTEP... 

Visit,., Telbrigg Hall (01263 
837444, nationaltrust.org.uk) near 
Norwich for its rolling landscaped 
park and woods. It's a beautiful 
place to walk the dogs, and the 
estate is so large we rarely see 
another soul there.' 

Shop at... 'Byfords (01263 
711400, byfords.org.uk) in Holt, 
a cafe, store and bakery in a 
historic building. It's a lovely place 
to have lunch or pick up sausage 
rolls for a picnic, or to buy something 
yummy for taking home for supper.' 

Go for a meal at... 'The Vernon 
Arms (01263 833355, vernonarms. 
com) in Southrepps. It's a proper 
old-fashioned brick and cobble 
pub with a friendly welcome and 
great home-cooked food. We also 
like it because we can take the 
dogs into the bar.' 


had to be very creative,’ says Debbie, ‘as we wanted 
everything you’d expect in a comfy home but didn’t 
want the washing machine or boiler on show’ 

One solution was to hide the boiler in a specially 
built cupboard in the living area next to the 
fireplace. Another was to design an L-shaped kitchen 
to zone the space from the living area with plenty 
of base units for concealing appliances. 

Debbie had always harboured a passion for interior 
design, encouraged by her mother and grandmother, 
and began visualising the soft colours and fabrics for 
each room early on in the project. ‘I think I nearly 
drove Dave mad, waving my paint swatches around. 
He kept telling me that we weren’t anywhere near 
that stage yet,’ she says. ‘But I had to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel. When I finally got to the 
point that I could decorate and dress the cottage, 
it was such a pleasure - I’d had everything in my 
head for those 18 long months.’ 

The result of Debbie’s decorating vision is a light 
yet cosy space based around a soothing palette of 
chalky country hues, textural fabrics and natural 
motifs. She and Dave now spend as many weekends 
at the cottage as they possibly can, walking the dogs, 
relaxing and reading. ‘It’s a lovely escape,’ she says. 
W To stay at Hollyhock Cottage, call 07876 833575 
or visit hollyhockcottagenorfolk.com. » 


Bedroom Debbie 
created a vintage 
look, dressing the 
bed in a quilt of 
faded florals she 
made herself, and 
painting the old 
Lloyd Loom bedside 
cabinet. Walls, 
painted in Clunch; 
cabinet, painted 
in Hardwick White, 
both by Farrow & 
Ball. Lampshades, 
covered by Debbie 
in Dusty Pink Dots 
linen by Peony 
& Sage; cushions, 
lamps, valance 
in Normandy 
Stripe, all Rooms 
with a View. 


58 


housetohome. co .uk/countryhomesandinteriors 


SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 


FEATURE AMELIA THORPE PHOTOGRAPHS CHARLOTTE COWARD-WILLIAMS 







ROOM IDEAS 



For more ideas go to 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
countryhomesandinteriors 




Create a pretty display with glass 
vases and single blooms. Mini 
vases, H8cm, £7.99 for 3, H&M Home. 


Mix curves and stripes. Winchester fabric, 
£22 m,The Natural Curtain Company. 
Lamp, H59, £39, Marquis & Dawe. 






Debbie’s 

vintage 

bedroom 


Plump for comfort. Tulips & Roses cushion 
cover, 86x58cm, £68, Cabbages & Roses. 
Vintage jar, H8.5cm, £1 0, Velvet Ribbon. 


Modern 

Country 

Classic 



French wooden bed 

Who could resist a night in a curvy 
French bed? With rich warm tones 
and a show-off crest, a classic 
polished wood bed is the hero buy 
for a country bedroom 

Need to know... 

Rosewood, walnut, mahogany and 
cherry are the timbers to choose for 
a beautiful patina, especially when a 
quartered diamond-matched veneer 
pattern or more elaborate parquetry 
design shows off the grain. Take care 
when buying an antique, as the sizes 
may not correspond to modern 
mattresses. Check that the original 
side rails are supplied and whether 
slats or a box base can be provided. 

where to buy... 

• Bedsteads for antique beds and 
a restoration service. 

• Crown French Furniture for 

reproduction carved beds. 

•The French Depot for antique beds. 


4 %^ 




FIND THE PERFECT 


NEUTRAL 
WOOL CARPET 



1 Affluence, col Chalk, £70 sq m; 2 Coast, 
col Sand, £50 sq m; 3 Affluence, col Biscuit, 
£70 sq m, all Crucial Trading. 



Add depth with dark wood. 
Broughton chest of drawers, H1 09x 

W1 1 0xD56cm, £1 ,050, Laura Ashley. 



Snuggle up. Martha Rose quilt, 240x260cm, 
£89.99, Coast & Country Interiors. Squirrel, 
H27cm, £20, Cottontails Baby. 
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FEATURE HOLLY PHILLIPS, CAROLINE RODRIGUES 





CLARKE & CLARKE 

KIM PARKER 

Art Book www.clarke-clarke.com 
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Diningroom 
Sumptuous fabrics create 
a grand, comfortable 
feel. Table, Ebay. Chairs, 
Neptune. Chandelier, 
Laura Ashley. » 


DERBYSHIRE FARMHOUSeJ 


housetohome. co.uk/countrylioniesandinteriors 63 







^ 

AT HOME WITH... 

Owners Claire Smith, finance 
director of an engineering 
company, and her husband 
Duncan, an arboricultural 
consultant. They have two 
Border Collies, Mac and Milo, 
and a cat called Millie. They 
moved here in 2004. 

A five-bed room country 
house set in 372 acres, built in 
1 876 for a gentleman farmer. 


'It’s an incredibly handsome house in a beautiful setting,’ 

says Claire Smith of her country home. ‘We were looking for a classic 
Georgian double-fronted property and we didn’t think we’d find one 
in Derbyshire, where I’m from, because most of the houses here are 
cottages.’ But Claire and her husband, Duncan, having already sold 
their house (a barn outside Nottingham) and needing to find a new 
home quickly, struck lucky with this five-bedroomed farmhouse. 

‘A succession of owners had each left their mark on it,’ says Claire. 
‘The classic layout of four square rooms downstairs had been changed 
and it didn’t work. Features had also been removed, but we could see 
the potential. It’s a grand house without being ridiculously large. We 
instantly loved it, but it was the garden that really sold it to us - it 
reminded me of the park near my gran’s house. I felt I was at home.’ 

It was only after they had bought the house that they realised the 
scale of the work involved in restoring it. ‘It was a good job we were 
naive or we wouldn’t have taken it on!’ says Claire. Horrors awaiting 
them included a shower cubicle in a bedroom that was wired into 
the plug socket with speaker cable. But, the biggest shock was in the 
coach house. ‘We thought we could live there while we were doing 
up the house,’ says Claire. ‘However, when we went into the loft, 
we discovered that all that was holding up the roof was a flimsy 
architrave. It moved an inch overnight and the structural engineer 
said that there was no way we could live there.’ 

This meant that Claire and Duncan had to live in the main house 
while they were renovating it. ‘We moved from room to room for a 
good two years,’ she says. The house was stripped back completely, 
with all the plaster removed and floors ripped up. The amount of » 
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what makes this house a home... 

‘We aren’t precious about anything - it’s not 
a showpiece. Every area is used and enjoyed’ 





Orangery flHFroJrn 
links the coai|h houi 
with the main hous 
and Claire has used ^ 
new finds and antique: 
to create a relaxed 
and elegant look. 
Sofas, DFS. Coffee -- 
table, Multiyork. 







Main bedroom Layers 
of tactile fabrics create 
a sense of luxury in 
this neutral scheme. 
Bedlinen, The White 
Company. Throw, Ikea. 
Wallpaper, Cole & Son. 
Chandelier, Laura Ashley. 



Bathroom Claire created a strong 
masculine feel with panelling reclaimed 
from a library in Mansfield. Basins, 
Bathstore, fitted to the top of an 
antique desk from Matlock Antiques. 
Bath, Ebay. Towel rack, found at 
Newark Antiques Fair. Walls, painted 
in Gervase Yellow by Farrow & Ball. 


work done was enormous - from re-roofing to putting in new 
electrics, plumbing and drainage. The house was also insulated and 
underfloor heating installed. ‘Inside, nothing is original, apart from 
part of the ceiling and the staircase. The benefit of stripping it back 
to the bones, however, was that we could then reorganise the layout.’ 

Claire and Duncan did a huge amount of the work themselves. 

‘We were on a limited budget and, as we were both working, we 
were up early every weekend and spent every night working on it. 

We got in specialists and we laboured for them to cut costs. It took 
four years before the house was habitable. It was in such a state that 
my mother-in-law nicknamed it Bleak House!’ Then, in 2009 they 
embarked on a project to connect the coach house to the house with 
a new orangery ‘We rebuilt the coach house as close to the original as 
we could but to modern standards, facing it with the existing stone.’ 

For the decor, Claire had a clear idea of the look she wanted. ‘I was 
keen to reflect that it had been a gentleman’s house and chose quite a 
masculine look,’ she says. ‘I feel like the guardian of the house. James 
Redfern built it (his name is above the door) and we think he’d be proud 
of it now I love tactile fabrics such as tweed, wool and velvet so have 
incorporated them to create a relaxing and homely feel in a palette of 
red, green and earthy tones. Lots of things were sourced from Ebay 
and auctions and we used as many reclaimed pieces as we could.’ 

The house was finished nine months ago. ‘It was an incredible 
amount of work and took a lot longer than we expected, but now we 
love sitting back and enjoying our beautiful house. We have fantastic 
views. There is no light pollution and it is spectacular at night-time. 
We can be here all day and never see a soul. It’s so peaceful.’ » 
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Guest bedroom Claire 
smartened up her cushions by 
sewing on buckles found on 
Ebay. Bedlinen, cushions, Ikea. 
Wallpaper, Ralph Lauren Home. 
Wall lights, Jim Lawrence. Beds, 
trunk, Newark Antiques Fair. 


DERBYSHIRE 


FARMHOUSE 


What we love most about living here... 

Little added touches of luxury that make us 

place to be 


a really lovely 








visit.., Xumsdale waterfalls, 
walking past a millpond and 
a derelict mill preserved by the 
Arkwright Society. It's not a 
well-known route, but it's lovely at 
any time of year - a little gem.' 

Shop at... 'Seymour Interiors 
(01629 826622, seymourinteriors. 
co.uk) in Wirksworth. It's a little 
independent shop with a good 
range of paints, and they also mix 
their own. You can spend hours 
flicking through the fabric books.' 

Go for a meal at... 'The white 
Hart Inn (01629 534888, 
thewhitehartmoorwoodmoor.co.uk) 
at Morwood Moor. It has been 
completely refurbished and 
the food is fantastic, with a 
very friendly atmosphere.' » 




House The farmhouse 
was built in 1 876 for 
a gentleman farmer 
and has stunning 
views over the rolling 
Derbyshire countryside. 
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The Safari Collection 

Prestigious Textiles • Tel; 01274 688448 • Email; mail@prestigious,co,uk 

www.prestigious.co.uk 

FOLLOW US ON 





ROOM IDEAS 



Dine in comfort on upholstered 
seating. Henley chair, H94xW58x 
D68cm, col Millet, £340, Neptune. 


Pick lighting with the wow factor. 

The Toft wrought-iron chandelier, 
£785, Belico. 


If 





Choose tableware with delicate 
detailing. Blue Asiatic Pheasants plate, 
25.5cm, £15, Burleigh. Art Deco Style 
decanter, H25.5cm, £35, John Lewis. 





Claire’s 

dining 

room 



Box pelmet 

Complete a window in style with 
a formal, tailored look. 

Need to know... 

A pelmet can be used to alter the 
proportions of a window or French 
doors - great for creating the illusion 
of extra height. Box pelmets are 
made by wrapping fabric around an 
adhesive-backed stiffener, buckram 
or a foam board, which is then 
attached to a support board on 
brackets above the window. Shaped 
edges and piping can add a personal 
touch. Painted MDF pelmets with 
decorative edges are an alternative 
to fabric versions. 

where to buy... 

• Merrick & Day for a range of 
pelmet-making supplies. 
•Topline for foam board pelmets, 
ready to cover. 

• Jali for solid pelmets with 
shaped edges. 




jJLl 
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FIND THE PERFECT 


PAINT 



1 Charleston Gray; 2 London Stone; 

3 Mouse's Back, all from £38.99 
for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball at Homebase. 



For more ideas go to 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
countryhomesandinteriors 
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DARK 

M]M/ 

HANDSOME 

This season, bring the palette 
and patina of autumn 
hedgerows and the deep of 
the night into your home. 
Think intense hues of ricm^ 
and heavenly midnight, 
bramble and bark shades 
interwoven with falling leaf 
designs on fabrics and 
wallpaper. Mmm... cosy! 
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Crafts curtains in indigo. Seasonal 


leaf-patterned prints on dark backgrounds 
go well with equally dusky painted walls. 
See page 84 for details. » 
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SEASONAL LOOKS 



clm/flAy ^ 


Be bold with moody charcoal on painted 
kitchen units, splashbacks and beautiful 
baking accessories. Contrast with worn 
wooden surfaces and damson 
kitchenware. See page 84 for details. 
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SEASONAL LOOKS 



Keep warming flames going with a 
fire-lighting kit of scented kindling and 
herbs. Choose a thundery grey-coloured 
pail to suit the darker blue wall. 

See page 84 for details. 


f i 
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Enjoy late-night dinners in a room dad 
in midnight-blue. Keep the look homely 
with checked and pheasant-print linens 
and decorate with natural foliage and 
branches. See page 84 for details. » 
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Choose blackberry and sloe-shaded 
paint colours for a luxurious look in a 
panelled bedroom. An upholstered 
button-back headboard adds an extra 
touch of indulgence to the scheme. 
See page 84 for details. 





SEASONAL LOOKS 





Add a touch of loveliness inside 
cupboards with a wallpaper lining 
featuring a charcoal oak leaf pattern 
Finish with a vintage wardrobe-top 
display. See page 84 for details. » 




r 


housetohome. co.uk/countryliomesandinteriors 8 1 








SEASONAL LOOKS 



Add a heady, intoxicating note to 
a bathroom with a reflective copper 
bath to enhance rich bramble wall 
tones. Accessorise with comforting 
fluffy towels and a toe-warming mat 
See page 84 for details. » 




NEXT MONTH HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
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SEASONAL LOOKS 





PRODUCTS AND PRICES 


* 

LAYER UP WINDOWS Wall, painted in Dukes 
House 44, £38 for 2.5L matt emulsion, Mylands. Curtain, 
Bramble, DIVI3P224463, £55 m, Morris & Co. Curtain, 
Plain Weave linen, col Natural, £32 m, Volga Linen. Buffet 
cabinet, £315, Graham and Green. (On shelf) stoneware 
jug, £8.95, Rigby & Mac. Green bottles, similar from Dee 
Buddy Home & Vintage. Marne jug, £10, Habitat. String, 
£2, Re. (On sideboard) scarf, from £45, Jane Eastwood. 
Fabric, Arran, col Amethyst, £49.50 m. Voyage. Blue plate. 


£29.50, Brickett Davda. Jug, £58, Another Country. Mug. 
£6.95, Broste at Rigby & Mac. Green bottle, similar from 
Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. (In cabinet) purple vase, 
from a selection, Tesco. Jug, £28.95, Broste at Rigby & 
Mac. Plum Asiatic Pheasant bowl, £36, Burleigh. Throws, 
£270 each, Jane Eastwood. Bowl, £86, Brickett Davda. 
Vase, £1 2 for 2, Next. Wire basket, £64, Dee Buddy 
Home & Vintage. Sheepskin boots, £1 35, Celtic & Co. 



ADD DRAMA TO WORKTOPS Units and 

panelling, painted in Charcoal, £42 for 2.5L eggshell, 
Neptune. (On shelf) string, £2, Re. Kahala storage jars, 
medium, £12 each; large, £15, all Habitat. Lucy Darkest 
cup, £20, Toast. Plum Asiatic Pheasant plate, £15, 
Burleigh. Wire trivet, £1 3.95, Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. 
Black Willow bowl, £1 4, Burleigh. Aubergine Sofia plate, 
£1 9.50, Toast. Pestle and mortar, £32, Laura Ashley. 
Vase, £20, Murmur. (On worktop) napkins, £1 6 for 4, 
Gray & Willow at House of Fraser. Fabric, Plaid Skye, 

U1 104/EX77, col Moonstone, £49.95 m. Moon. Pudding 
bowl, from £29.50; Churn jug, £40; Calico mug, £1 5, all 
Burleigh. Storage tin, £1 2 for 3, Next. Vintage rolling 
pin, from £8.50, Re. Acacia board, £39.95 for 2, Rigby 
& Mac. Vintage baking trays, from £8.50 each. Re. Long 


Acacia board, £15; Cook's Collection cast-iron shallow 
casserole dish, col Purple, £45, both Sainsbury's. 

DRAPE TOUCHY FEELY TEXTILES Wall, 

painted in Stiffkey Blue, £38 for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball. 
Alwinton footstool, £305, Sofas & Stuff. Lovat throw, 

£1 67, Scotland Shop. Garden bowl, £45; mug, £25, both 
Brickett Davda. Nordic Sand bowl, £32.95, Rigby & Mac. 
Table, £1 60, John Lewis. (On table) mug, £20, Toast. 

Jug, £1 9.95, Rigby & Mac. Tamar sofa, £1 ,645, Content 
by Terence Conran. Cushions (from left): 1 Houndstooth, 
col Teal, £1 4.99, Dunelm. 2 Byron, DBYR233239, £77 m, 
Sanderson. 3 Marigold, £55 m, Morris & Co. 4 Mohair, 
£49.95, Bronte by Moon. Lambswool throw, £1 67, Scotland 
Shop. Shetland throw, £84, Adventino. Lamp base, 
£135; shade, £54, both Pooky. Rug, £299, John Lewis. 


LIGHT THE FIRE Charlotte armchair in Velvet, 
col Prussian Blue, £680, Sofa.com. Cushion, Byron 
DBYR233239, £77 m, Sanderson. Purple chenille throw, 
£29.99, Homebase. Check fabric (as throw), Cracoe, 

U141 0/AB1 3, col Amethyst, £49.95 m. Moon. Shetland 
throw, £84, Adventino. Mulholland cushion (on floor), 
£45, Laura Ashley. Charcoal coal bucket, £1 8 , Garden 
Trading. Fatwood fire kindling bundles, £7 each. Another 
Country. Pine cone firelighters, £1 2.95 for 1 2, Dee Buddy 
Home & Vintage. Dustpan, £7.70; brush, £18.50, both 
Iris Hantverk at Another Country. Classic fire tool set, 
£86, Mors 0 . Restoration rug, £299; ribbons, from a 
selection, all John Lewis. 

CREATE A COMFORTING MOOD Wall, painted 
in Royal Navy, £37 for 2.5L, Little Greene. Sideboard, £995, 


Neptune. Printer's tray, £48; bell jar, £58; similar 
lantern, all Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. Sofia bowl, £22.50, 
Toast. Checked fabric, Threshfield, U1436/D03, col Mystic 
Quartz, £49.95 m. Moon. Plain Weave linens, cols Lilac and 
Plum, £32 m, Volga Linen. Mirror, £90, Graham and Green. 
Bench, £855, Lilly Loray. Throws, £75 each, Bronte by Moon. 
Carver, £1 99, John Lewis. Cushion, Game Birds, FO768/01 , 
£1 9 m, Clarke & Clarke. Nordic Sea plates, £1 4.95 each, 
Broste at Rigby & Mac. Earth plates, £1 3.95 each, Dassie. 
Medium bowl, £86; Garden bowl, £45, both Brickett Davda. 
Jug, £1 9.95, Rigby & Mac. Candle, £6, Neptune. Plate, £22, 
Brickett Davda. Calico mug, £15, Burleigh. Napkins, £32 
for 4, Rowen & Wren. Fabrics (as tablecloths, from left): 

1 Bramble, DM3P224462, £55 m, Morris & Co. 2 Byron, 
DBYR233240, £77 m, Sanderson. 3 Dunoon, £39.50 m, 
Ian Mankin. Bucket, Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. 
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DREAM IN HEDGEROW HUES Wall, 

painted in Pelt, £38 for 2.5L Estate Emulsion, Farrow 
& Ball. George double headboard, from £355; Chichester 
double bed base, £475, both Neptune. Pillowcases, 
cols Parisian Blue and Cassis Rose, £37.50 each; double 
duvet cover, col Parisian Blue, £1 70; flat sheet, col Cassis 
Rose, £115, all The Linen Works. Cushions (from back): 

1 Navy, £39.50, Adventino. 2 Milton, DBYR233245, col 
Mulberry Sage, £77 m, Sanderson. 3 November Michael 
linen union, col Indigo, £75 m. Liberty Fabrics. Eco Deco 
striped throw, £270, Jane Eastwood. Sail throw, col 
Navy, £1 20, Murmur. Kennedy cashmere checked throw, 
£492, Scotland Shop. Tiffany bed tray, £20, Habitat. Grey 
jug, £1 6, Brickett Davda. Pebble mug, £6, Gray & Willow 
at House of Fraser. Plum Asiatic Pheasant side plate, 
£9.50, Burleigh. Alma side table, £60, Next. Black Willow 
jug, £27, Burleigh. Blue string, £1 .50, Re. Storm lantern, 
col Cobalt, £29, Sparrow and Co. 


DESIGN SURPRISE ELEMENTS New 

Hampshire modular wardrobe, from a selection. The 
Dormy House. (On wardrobe) bottles and vintage 
suitcase, similar from Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. 
Fabric, Heritage Aberdeen, U1 1 05/6, col Heather, 
£49.95 m; (over door) Arncliffe, U1 441/E05, col Mystic 
Topaz, £49.95 m, both Moon. (In wardrobe) Cotswold 
throw, col Damson Stripe, £1 10, Neptune. Linea cable-knit 
throw, £80, House of Fraser. Linen pillowcases, col Cassis 
Rose, £37.50 each; duvet cover, col Parisian Blue, £1 70, 
all The Linen Works. Cushions (from top): 1 Tweed, col 
Fuchsia, £1 2.99, Dunelm. 2 Heather Check fringe, £49.95, 
Bronte by Moon. 3 Geometric Pod, £35, Murmur. 4 Oban, 
£1 5.99, Homebase. (Over door) Eco Deco silk/wool 
scarf, £45, Jane Eastwood. Wallpaper, Oakwood 
DOPNOA201, col Black, £44 a roll, Sanderson. (Just 
seen) Misty Moors velvet bedspread, £49.99, Dunelm. 



BASK IN THE GLOW Wall, painted in Juniper, 
£34 for 2.5L matt emulsion, Neptune. Curtain, Arncliffe, 
U1441/B03, col Charoite, £49.95 m. Moon. Black Ercol 
chair, similar from Florrie & Bill. Cushion, Oakwood, 
DOPNOA203, £44 m, Sanderson. Peg rail, similar from 
Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. Supreme towels, from £20 
for hand towel, Christy. Linen bag, Archie, col Mulberry, 
£40 m. Voyage. Marseille Cyprium copper bateau bath, 
£2,495, The Cast Iron Bath Company. Shelf, similar from 


Dee Buddy Home & Vintage. (On shelf) Linea Forest 
Check jug, £20, House of Fraser. Black Willow plate, 

£1 5, Burleigh. Blush Pink plate, £1 3, Murmur. Lucy 
Darkest cup (just seen), £1 2, Toast. Toothbrushes, 
similar from John Lewis. Reclaimed flooring, UFW1 544, 
£27.99 sq m, Quick-Step. Shaggy rug, £50, Tesco. 

(On floor) Plum Asiatic Pheasant jug, £27, Burleigh. 
Darkest Brown salad bowl, £22.50, Toast. Soaps, 

£2.50 each; similar sponge, all Re. 
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FEATURE SARA BIRD STYLING SALLY DENNING STYLING ASSISTANT NIKKI BRADLEY PHOTOGRAPHS MARK SCOTT 







HERITAGE 

BATHROOMS . 


TO ORDER A BROCHURE AND FIND YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST VISIT 


HERITAGEB AT HROOMS.COM 




We love the look of a rusted firepit taking centre stage in the garden, 
surrounded by outdoor chairs layered with chunky knitted textures to snuggle 
up in. Use scented fire-starters to create a wonderful aroma in the night-time air._ 

Rusty brazier, £80, Cox & Cox. Islay lounging armchair, £250; Islay outdoor sofa, £399, 
both John Lewis. (On armchair) Multiblock cushion, col Mustard Yellow, £49.95; Multiblock 
throw, col Grey/Multi, £89.95, both Bronte by Moon. Rustic side table, £29.99, HomeSense. 
(On table) Miner's lantern, £1 0, Garden Trading. Red enamel mug, £4, Hedgehog Round 
the World. (Beside table) Morkt lantern, £1 4, Ikea. Large pumpkin candle, £49.95, Nordic 
House. (On sofa) Adeen red wool and cotton cushion, £40; Etto throw, col Grey/Orange, 
£60, both Habitat. Multiblock cushion, col Beige/Multi, £49.95, Bronte by Moon. Rustic 
reclaimed wood bench, £99, Nordic House. (On bench) Miner's lantern, £1 0, Garden 
Trading. Kintyre check throw, col Charcoal, £95, Ian Mankin. Adeen red wool and silk 
throw, £80, Habitat. (Beside bench) Cornbury votives, £8.50 each. Garden Trading. 






1 Get your fire going and add fragrance 
with cinnamon-scented fire starters. 

Natural pine cone firelighters, £1 2.95 for 1 2, 

Dee Ruddy. 

2 Throw a sheepskin over chairs for guests 
to sink into. Grey short-haired curly sheepskin, 
£165, Cox & Cox. 

3 Wrap a soft wool throw around your 
shoulders as the night draws in. Zigzag weave 
throw, col Burnt Orange, £29, John Lewis. 

4 Keep chills out with a warm wool 
blanket. Wool check blanket, col Brown/White, 
£95, Hedgehog. 


5 Avoid getting your fingers burnt by 
choosing super-long matches. Very Long 
Matches, £1 1 .50, Grahann and Green. 

6 Toast your favourite treats a safe distance 
from the fire. Extending wire toasting fork, 

£1 0.50; wire toasting fork, £1 0.50, both Re. 

7 Decorate your outdoor table with 
colourful leaves. Orange faux maple leaves, 

£1 .75 each, Norpar Barns. 

8 Keep your hands toasty as the temperature 
drops. Panel sheepskin mittens, £40, Celtic & Co. 

9 Ignite the fire in no time with natural 
wood fire starters. Certainly Wood Firestarter 


Flamers, £3.49 for 24, Philip Morris and Son. 

1 0 Eat, drink and enjoy the party - and still 
keep your hands warm. Cashmere wrist 
warmers, col Winter White, £32, Celtic & Co. 

1 1 Add to the fire for fragrant flames. 

Bundle of liquorice roots, £1 .50, Hedgehog. 

1 2 Stay warm in style all evening long. 

Fair Isle scarf, £32, Celtic & Co. 

1 3 Serve soup or warming hot chocolate 

in jolly mugs. Red enamel mug, £4, Hedgehog, 

14 Create a pretty night-time glow with 
portable lanterns. Miner's Lantern in Clay, 

£1 0, Garden Trading. » 
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Create an outdoor food area with a trestle-style buffet table placed near a barbecue. 
Have serving platters, mugs and plates at the ready for when the bonfire bangers 
have sizzled to perfection and display a blackboard sign to welcome guests. 

Deluxe Party rectangle steel charcoal barbecue, 345/1 1 1 3, £49.99, Argos. (On barbecue) 
Hearts tea towel, £1 0, Caroline Gardner. Three-piece barbecue tool set, £35, John Lewis. 
Panda bamboo utensils, £6 for 4, Habitat. Terracotta stew pot, 1 .5L, £1 5.99, Cookware 
Essentials at Wayfair. Rebu bamboo bowls, col Mulberry, £1 4.99 for 2, Argos. Ruffin 
table, £895, Graham and Green. Copper mugs, £1 8 each; Pemble Cartouche platter, £24, 
both Rowen & Wren. Hearts mugs, £1 0.95 each; Hearts melamine plates, £23.50 for 4, 
all Caroline Gardner. Vero cutlery, cols Red and Dandelion, from £2 for a teaspoon, John 
Lewis. Enamel milk jugs, cols Glay and Red, from £1 6 each; Large stopper bottles, £8.50 
each, all Labour and Wait. Diod glasses, col Green, £2.25 each; Glansig tealight holder, 
col Yellow, £1 .25, all Ikea. Wire basket, £25, Cox & Cox. Gingham cocktail napkins, £3 
for 20, Hedgehog. (Hanging from pergola) Tealight lanterns, col Warm Red, £1 1 .95 each, 
Orla Kiely at Wild & Wolf. Glass tealight hurricane, cols Smoke Grey and Clear, £9 each, 
Nordic House. Framed blackboard, £65, Graham and Green. 





1 Offer guests a cosy blanket. Fringed throw, 

£1 9.99, HonneSense. | 

2 Drape a throw over your knees. Fringed 
linen throw, col Pale Grey, £1 1 0, The Linen Works. 

3 Serve winter salads. Stockholm wooden j 
salad servers, £9 for a 2-piece set, Ikea. ' I 

4 Wipe sticky fingers. Gingham cocktail 1 

napkins, £3 for 20, Fledgehog. ! 

5 Pop a compact corkscrew into your pocket. 
Sommelier corkscrew, £22, Labour and Wait, i 

6 Present food on simple plates. Bamboo plates, 

£8.50 for 8, Fledgehog. ) 

7 Transport soft drinks in vintage bottles. ' ' 


13 Introduce a retro camping feel. Enamel 
pasta plate, £4, Fledgehog. 

1 4 Choose robust enamel bowls for serving 
food outdoors. Enamel pudding basin, 

£4, Fledgehog. 

1 5 Add to the party atmosphere. Red stripy 
paper straws, £8.50 for 1 44, Fledgehog. 

1 6 Avoid spills with straws and lidded 
jam Jars for drinks. Red wide-stripe straws 
(with Vintage Mason jar, not shown), £4.95 for 
jar and straw, Graham and Green. 

1 7 Hand out snacks on a platter. Pemble 
Cartouche platter, £24, Rowen & Wren. y> 


Hemsmak stoppered bottle, £2, Ikea. 

8 Fill glass tumblers with soft drinks. 

Diod glasses, col Green, £2.25 each, Ikea. 

9 Keep a tea towel close to hand. Daisy 
tea towel, £1 0, Caroline Gardner. 

1 0 Arrange treats on colourful plates. 

Pols Porcelain Potten plate, cols Red and Orange 
£7 each, John Lewis. 

1 1 Use mini bamboo skewers to spear olives. 

F^ansi bamboo picks, £6 for 40, Rowen & Wren. 

1 2 Brighten up with colourful cutlery. 

Vero cutlery, cols Red and Dandelion, 
from £2 for a teaspoon, John Lewis. 
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Fill your outside space with atmospheric lighting. Try draping 
fairy lights over tree branches, dotting tables with tealights and 
using easy-to-carry lanterns for illumination just where you need it. 

Rustic reclaimed wooden bench, £99, Nordic House. (On bench) Bracka 
chocolate fudge scented candles, £3.50 for 3, Ikea. Kestle zinc plate, 
£38 for 4, Rowen & Wren. Rusty House tealight lanterns, £1 7.50 each, 
Cox & Cox. Large Stornoway lantern, col Charcoal, £30, Garden Trading. 
(In background) Tealight stakes, £29.95 each. Dee Ruddy. Outdoor 
battery garland, £5, Habitat. 


NEXT MONTH CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 



STYLIST SALLY CONRAN STYLING ASSISTANTS CELIA CAMPBELL AND JESS OSBORNE PHOTOGRAPHS TIM YOUNG 
NB NEVER LEAVE A BURNING CANDLE OR FIRE UNATTENDED , ' :: 





6 Perfume the air. Fudge-scented candles 
in three different colours, £3.50 for 3, Ikea. 

7 Stow extra-long matches in a metal 
container. Long matches in holder, £8, Re. 

8 Give your table a seasonal feel. Orange 
faux maple leaves, £1 .75 each; gourds (on 
throw), from £2.50 each, all Norpar Barns. 

9 Decorate with a dash of colour. Orange 
cushion cover, £78, Suki Cheema. 

1 0 Choose tealight holders with pretty 
details. Birdcage tealight holder, £4.25, 
Graham and Green. 


1 1 Enjoy the warmth of reflective 
copper. Triangular copper lantern, £22, 
Graham and Green. 

1 2 Produce a gentle amber glow. Glansig 
tealight holder, col Yellow, £1 .25, Ikea. 

1 3 Create a focal point on your party table. 
Mini Mae brass candelabra, £22; mini candles, 
£8 for 20, both Rowen & Wren. 

14 Bring some sparkle to low-hanging 
branches with little lanterns. Zinc tealight 
lantern, £5, The White Company. 


. 1 Snuggle up against the autumn chills. 

Etto throw, col Grey/Orange, £60, Habitat. 

2 Display lanterns on a robust tray. Zinc tray, 
part of zinc tray table, 55556, £80, Nordic House. 

3 Use large storm lanterns to stop your 
candles being blown out in a breeze. 

Large Stornoway lantern, CYCO01, 
col Charcoal, £30, Garden Trading. 

4 Add a sweet note to your evening. 

Vift scented block candle, £4, Ikea. 

5 Light up the night with a pillar candle. 

Unscented block candles) £1.50 each, Ikea. 


SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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EXPOSED 


WALLS 


LET THE NATURAL CHARACTER 
OE BRICK AND STONE SHINE 
THROUGH ON FEATURE WALLS, 
^ ARCHES AND FIREPLACES 






If ha'^e an imuguat shaped 
window or arched doorway, it’s 
possible the bricks around it have 
been laid vertically for structural 
reasons and worth checking with 
a builder whether you could 
expose them to show off an 
individual architectural feature. 






O PAINT IT WHITE 

^ Whitewashed brickwork looks very stylish in 
a modern country home. It has practical benefits, 
too, as paint has an insulating effect, so it’s a great 
way of reducing heat loss while retaining the 
texture of the brick. If you’re doing the painting 
yourself, Cathryn Helsby, Marketing Manager, 
Earthborn, suggests ‘cleaning the bricks very 
thoroughly using soapy water and a stiff brush 
before applying a coat of eco-friendly Claypaint’. 


O WARM UP A FIREPLACE 

Functional and characterful, a bare brick 
chimney breast is key to country style, but also 
enhances the heat effect of the fire. Exposed 
brick with its pinky brown tones suggests natural 
warmth and complements the cosiness radiating 
from the fireplace itself. A few accessories such 
as oversized ceramic pots and an enamel firewood 
bucket bring extra interest to this welcoming spot. 




UNCOVER STONE WALLS 
Stone was a commonly used building material 
for country dwellings. Exposing it internally in 
its entirety will create a stunning heritage feel 
and provide an earthy, texture-rich alternative 
to a wall covering. Add fabrics and furniture in 
muted shades and contrasting textures to create 
a comfortable rustic look in a living room. » 







Leaving some areas of stone 
unplastered has a fresh, modern 


appeal in a country setting 


O CREATE A EOCAL POINT 
^ Give an exposed brick wall in a newly 
built kitchen extension a stunning feature 
by building in a herringbone brick splashback. 
To introduce historic charm, Mark Hassall 
from Authentic Reclamation recommends 
‘sourcing original handmade bricks as there 
is no modern equivalent of a brick that was 
made by hand over a century ago’. 


/ BARE A BATHROOM WALL 
w Not just the reserve of living rooms, kitchens 
and bedrooms, exposed brickwork can also make 
a strong design statement in the smallest of 
interior spaces. Add a rough luxe style to a o 

cottage bathroom with reclaimed wood units, z 

white sanitaryware, decorative floor tiles g 

and bathroom accessories in shiny metal § 

against a fully exposed brick wall. | 


y USE STONE AS A CONTRAST £ 

/ Exposing patches of stonework creates a subtle I 

o 

visual ‘trim’ to a light-enhancing painted plaster 5 

z 

wall - ideal if you don’t want a whole wall of bare ^ 
stone. Charlotte Cosby, Head of Creative, Farrow | 
8e Ball advises, ‘Red-based neutral paint shades < 
complement exposed stonework beautifully. Try ^ 
Dimity, Joa’s White and Oxford Stone for teaming | 
with natural materials, including stonework.’ § 


NEXT MONTH DESIGN DETAILS WITH LOGS 


SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 



Make it cl^SCC 



Beautiful bespoke window coverings have been Hillarys signature for over 40 years. With a dedicated in-honne service, 
you'll be able to view a wide range of sannples in the connfort of your honne and receive expert advice fronn our teann. 
Plus, we'll even take care of the nneasuring and fitting. 


HILLARYS 

Matee a window. Mates a room. 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6572 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 






Acorn and leaf 
napkin ties 




- Use other leaves at 
different times of the 
year. Spruce and berries 
give a festive touch, and 
blossom, a spring feel. 



GET CREATIVE 



Add mini pumpkins by 
piercing them with a 
bodkin threaded with 
twine, then tie to 
the bunches. » 
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Forager’s arrangement 


A bottle-shaped vase 
will hold the branch 
shapes closer together. 



GET CREATIVE 


_■ 

Glowing 

tealight lanterns 



GET CREATIVE 



MAKE THEM YOURSELF 


VIDEO 

Watch our 'Modern 
Country Makes' 
videos at 

country-days.co.uk 


Acom and leaf napkin ties 

Seasonal foliage looks fabulous when fashioned 
into buttonholes with a rustic ribbon. Begin 
with the acorns, and twist or use a hot glue 
gun to affix some strong florist wire at the base 
to act as the stalk. Choose leaves with longer 
stalks or stems and group together in a flat fan 
shape, then place a couple of the acorns on top. 
Holding all the stems and any wires together, 
twist a length of raffia around the stems from 
top to bottom, tying the ends together at the 
base. Lay on top of a folded napkin, then tie a 
ribbon around both. Alternatively, attach a long 
length of raffia to the shaft of the buttonhole 
and tie this directly to the napkin. 


Ribbon leaf garland 

Bring a warm, autumnal touch to any room 
in your house by displaying strings of leaves, 
berries and seed pods. Start by gathering 
together groups of your favourite seasonal 
offerings, such as foliage, berries and Chinese 
lantern seedpods in a variety of colours. Tie 
them all tightly together with either a length 
of decorative ribbon or some garden twine, 
leaving the ends long. Repeat this process until 
you have made several bunches. Tie the bunches 
along the length of a piece of ribbon so that 
they are staggered at various intervals, then 
drape them attractively around the mantelpiece, 
mirrors, picture frames or wooden pegs. 




Faux leaves and acorns, Norpar 
Barns. Ribbon, Jane Means. 
Plates, from £12.95; brass pot, 
£9.95; scissors, £12.95; bowl, 
£14.95, all Nkuku. Candle, £4.10, 
St Eval Candle Company. Jug, 
£12.99, AnJo. Napkins, £13.50 
each; scarves (on chair), £32.50 
each, The Linen Works. Cafe 
chair, £200 a pair, Cox & Cox. 


Faux leaves, berries, Chinese 
lanterns and mini pumpkins, 

from a selection, Norpar Barns. 

Decorative ribbon, from a 
selection, Jane Means. Twine, 
available from garden centres. 




Forager’s arrangement 

Branches, berries, nuts and mini pumpkins make 
a colourful combination in this pretty display. 
Assemble the natural decorations first. Thread 
the pumpkins with a loop of twine using a 
strong bodkin or tapestry needle, then knot 
underneath. Tie a loop of ribbon around walnut 
shells - leave ends long for tying to the 
branches. Assemble the arrangement by filling 
a vase half full with mini pumpkins and poppy 
seed heads. Insert the willow and berry branches, 
then drape with miniature fairy lights. Hang up 
the prepared walnuts and pumpkin decorations. 
Place on a tray, then scatter leaves, berries, 
more walnuts and pumpkins, and even the odd 
mushroom around the base for decoration. 

Seasonal decorations, from a 
selection, Norpar Barns. Willow 
and hypericum branches, from 
florists. Ribbon, from a selection, 

Jane Means. Copper wire lights, 

£9.95, Rigby & Mac. Tray table, 

£90, Cox & Cox. Vase, similar 
from John Lewis. Frame, similar 
from The French House. Lantern, 
similar from Nordic House. 


Glowing tealight lanterns 

Autumn leaves display a beautiful translucent 
quality, revealing their structure and delicacy, 
when lit from behind, which makes them ideal 
for decorating candle jars. Collect glass pots or 
jars, and thoroughly clean and dry them. Select 
different-sized leaves and, using a decoupage 
glue such as Mod Podge, dab a small blob on the 
outer edges of the leaf, then glue onto the jar 
for a textural 3D finish. For a flat look, glue all 
over the underside and brush over the top side 
of the leaf. Repeat around the jar circumference, 
then allow to dry. Decorate the jar tops with 
a length of ribbon fixed with a blob of glue, or 
a raffia bow tied around the rim. Pour some 
water into the jar, then pop in a floating candle. 

Ribbon, raffia and candles, 

from a selection, D Byford 
& Sons, or available from 
all good craft shops. 

Mod Podge Matte glue, 

£4 for 236ml, Hobbycraft. 
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When it comes to cooking; experience matters. 

Two, vast oven cavities, 5 zone induction or gas hob, glide-out grill and 
exclusive bread proving drawer; the Rangemaster NEXUS offers 110cm 
of range cooking perfection. 

Built from 185 years of market leading experience, the NEXUS tops the 
range of Britain’s finest. Don’t just take our word for it; Rangemaster 
dominates Which? best buys with 9 of the top 11 range cookers, wins 
countless industry awards and over 1 million customers have already 
made Rangemaster the heart of their home. 

Rangemaster; Built from experience. 

Call 0800 804 6261 or visit us at rangemaster.co.uk 









MY KIND OF COUNTRY 



‘I WANTED MORE SPACE 
AND TO EEEL MORE 
CONNECTED WITH NATURE’ 





A fter a high-pressure job in sales, 

Sam Gray gave up the company 
car and high heels six years ago 
for a change of lifestyle on a 3S-acre 
smallholding in the village of Betchcott in 
the Shropshire hills. Middle Farm has it all; 
situated in an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, with buzzards circling overhead 
and sheep grazing, it’s a rural paradise 
for Sam and her children Maddie, nine, and 
Connor, seven. There are also the British 
Lop pigs that Sam breeds, six rare Soay 
sheep and the chickens. Autumn is Sam’s 
favourite time of year, so we went to meet 
her on the farm to find out more... 

TELL US ABOUT WHERE YOU LIVE... 

Tucked away on the north-east slopes of 
the Long Mynd with breathtaking views 
of the surroimding hills, a farm has stood on 
this site for 600 years. Enormous medieval 
cruck frames hold the centre of our old 
farmhouse together, and a hotchpotch of 
add-ons throughout the centuries combines 
to create an enchanting building. I love the 
oak beams and the huge inglenook fireplace 
that keeps everyone warm during autumn 
and winter. The initial house and cottage 
renovations (the house came with a Dutch 
barn, stone byre, old granary building, plus 


cottages) took the best part of 1 8 months 
and, at one point, we had six skips in the 
middle of the yard. But it was worth it in 
the end - I’ve always been passionate about 
creating a welcoming environment. 

IS IT YOUR DREAM HOME? Yes - it 

doesn’t get better than this. High on a hill, 
it’s one of the few places in the UK where 
you have to stop on the lane to let wild 
ponies cross. We have a private fishing lake 
(our first winter here actually saw us ice 
skating on it) and enough woodland not 
only to keep us in firewood for life, but also 
to provide a home for badgers, foxes, birds 
of prey and all sorts of creepy crawlies. 

DID YOU GROW UP IN THE COUNTRY? 

I enjoyed my childhood as a proper outdoor- 
type growing up in a village near St Albans. 
I remember exploring the meadowlands for 
miles around, building camps and damming 
streams, and in autumn picking blackberries 
on the old railway line. I am perfectly suited 
to a rustic way of life. 

WHAT INSPIRES YOU MOST ABOUT 
HOW YOU LIVE? The space is all 
encompassing. For me, it’s about absorbing 
the sights, sounds and smells that » 
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MY KIND OF COUNTRY 



I und4/i/t hvv 


‘WELLIES (IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING!), 
MY WOOLLY HATS AND MY PENKNIFE. 
IT WAS GIVEN TO ME IN EXCHANGE FOR 
A PENNY, AN OLD COUNTRY TRADITION, 
BY MY FAVOURITE GAMEKEEPER’ 
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Shropshire has to offer. Everything slows 
down, and the peace and solitude are relaxing 
and calming. There are many moments here 
that catch me with sheer happiness - the 
first birdsong of spring, lichen growing in 
abundance. By noticing the stars at night, 
the absence of traffic and the beauty of the 
countryside, I am sure never to take my 
surroundings for granted. If you like your 
own company, it’s the perfect place to be. 

WHERE ARE YOUR FAVOURITE SHOPS 
LOCALLY? We are four miles from Church 
Stretton. Van Doesburg’s is a deli there 
where you can buy superb homemade pies, 
casseroles, desserts and cakes. Stretton 
Antiques Market is a four-storey treasure 
trove where I have found many delightful 
things for the house. And, of course, the 
Ludlow Food Centre, about S5 minutes away, 
is packed with wonderful local produce, 
much of which is showcased at the Ludlow 
Food Festival, held in September. 

WHAT DO YOU GET FROM YOUR 
SMALLHOLDING LIFESTYLE? 

Smallholding means different things to 
different people. For some, it may be a 
couple of acres of land and a greenhouse; 
for others, tens of acres and the full works 
- chickens, pigs, goats, growing their own... 
I’ve found that it’s better to do a few things 
really well and develop slowly so that you 
can learn and manage as you go along. As 
with any business, there has to be a source 
of income large enough to sustain the 
smallholding and the people living on it. 

It may not be considered typical for a 
smallholder but running guest accommodation 
often means you can afford this type of 
lifestyle. Also, I know from experience that 
sales and marketing are crucial to survival, 
even when living ‘the good life’. New ideas 
are key, too - they make smallholding fun 
and diverse, and keep you on your toes. 

I find it a great privilege, albeit hard work, 
to spend my days in this way. 

IT’S SUNDAY LUNCHTIME - WHERE 
DO YOU GO FOR A DRINK? I head half 
a mile down the road to The Bottle 8e Glass, 
an independent 17th-century country pub 
that serves proper homecooked food that’s 


^ 

SAM’S COUNTRY VIBE 

Favourite thing about autumn... 

The colours of the leaves. 

Do you celebrate Halloween? No, we 

live so remotely there wouldn’t be 
much point. Plus, it’s American! 

Do you eat game? Yes, I love it, 
especially rabbit. 

If you could choose one seasonal 
pudding... Apple and blackberry 
crumble with crushed walnuts 
added to the topping. 

When the clocks go back, what 
will you be doing? Still feeding the 
pigs (just a bit earlier in the day). 


locally sourced. I love going there for a roast 
lunch with a nice glass of Merlot. 

WHAT ARE THE HOT RURAL TOPICS 
LOCALLY? Like so many other areas in 
the British countryside, slow broadband is 
a constant annoyance. 

WHAT’S GROWING IN YOUR KITCHEN 
GARDEN RIGHT NOW? We are high up 
here, so our seasons tend to be quite late 
in coming. My favourite autumn vegetables 
are squashes, particularly butternut, which 
I like to serve roasted in a salad with 
spinach, goat’s cheese and walnuts. We are 
also picking apples and plums at the moment 
and putting them into storage. 

IT’S TIME TO RELAX - TELL US 
ABOUT YOUR PERFECT WEEKEND... 

Running a smallholding is so diverse that 
no two days are the same and there is 
no ‘weekend’ as such. The only difference 
is that the kids are home from school. 

This lifestyle comes with responsibilities, 
especially where animals are concerned, so 
their welfare comes first. Weekends away 
just don’t happen but I find it a privilege to 
spend my days in this way, so I don’t mind. 
W Doing It In Wellies "by Sam Gray (£18, 
middlefarmpress.com) documents Sam’s life 
as a smallholder. For more information on 
Middle Farm, visit middlefarmcottages. 
co.uk or call 01694 751838. 
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comfort and colour 

WARM UP YOUR HOME WITH LAURA ASHLEY’S AMBLESIDE RANGE 
OF HOME FURNISHINGS AND COOK’S KITCHEN ACCESSORIES 


A t this time of year, 

it’s a pleasure to start 
preparing your country 
home for winter, enjoying 
cosy nights with family and 
friends and thinking ahead 
to Christmas festivities. 

It feels good to know the 
house is ready for visitors, 
and the classic country 
looks of Laura Ashley’s 
new Ambleside interiors 
range make that easy With 
rich prints and beautiful 
patterns in tones of 
Cranberry, Hedgerow and 
Grape, plus charming 
lighting and comfortable 
accessories, Ambleside 
embodies the classic, relaxed 
feel that is associated 
with the Laura Ashley 


name. Complementing the 
coimtry style of Ambleside, 
the new Cook’s Kitchen 
collection of oven-to-table 
ware and essential home 
accessories will make sure 
it’s a treat to spend time in 
the kitchen. For everyone 
who loves to cook, from 
serious foodies to budding 
pastry chefs. Cook’s Kitchen 
pieces are a joy to use 
thanks to their high-quality 
finish and good looks. And, 
when your guests arrive, 
even if it’s just for a meal 
around the kitchen table, 
pretty pie dishes and 
platters plus a jolly Red 
Tomato casserole dish for 
the centre of the table 
ensure perfect presentation. 




Wisteria Cranberiy Floral 
wallpaper, £40 a roll; 
Dorset chairs, £475 for 2; 
uors^ walT cupboard, 
£550; Corbridge lanterns, 
£90 each, all L^uraAshley. 



1 Display favourite pieces. Dorset wall cupboard, col White, 
£550. 2 Make drying up fun with rustic patterns. Fruit and veg 
tea towels, £1 2 for 2. 3 Crush and grind well to get the perfect 
paste. Marble pestle and mortar, £32. 4 Brighten up a plain 
sofa. Wisteria cushion, £45. 5 Create delicious, warming meals. 
Tomato stoneware casserole dish, £55. 6 Provide an Inviting 
ambience for entertaining. Kirkby rise-and-fall pendant, £125. 

7 Cosy up with colourful textures. Stirling throw, £100. 


For more Information about Laura Ashley's new Ambleside 
Interior range and the Cook's Kitchen collection of 
bakeware, oven-to-table ware and kitchen accessories, 
visit the website at lauraashley.com. 

LAURA ASHLEY 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Hydrangea Cranberry 
Floral wallpaper, £40 
a roll; Dorset Hedgerow 
chest of drawers, 
^1,150; chair, as 

befor e; cu shi ons, 

Cranbourne Check, 

£45, Peony Tapestry, 
£40, all Laura Ashley. 


housetohome. co.uk/countryhomesanciinteriors 107 




Our Smoke Exempt stoves 
are a breath of fresh air! 




Rowandale - 5 Kw 


Neo 3C-5KW 


Malvern - 5 Kw 


Our range of multifuel stoves are engineered for a 
lifetime of dependable service and are certified as 
Smoke Exempt meaning you can now burn wood in 
smoke controlled areas. 


Tel: 0121 706 8266 

enquiries@acrheatproducts.co.uk 

www.acrheatproducts.co.uk 


To find out more about our full range of cast iron and 
steel stoves, please contact us today or visit our website. 




Please scan the code 
with your mobile device 
for further information. 



All of our stoves now come with a 1 0 Year Warranty 

Subject to Terms and Conditions. Please visit our website for more information. 






HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


PROJECTS, PLANS 

cu}/i/ clrumi/i/ 

ALL THE SOLUTIONS, ADVICE AND INSPIRATION YOU’LL 
EVER NEED FOR THE PERFECT COUNTRY HOME 





•t- 





Page no 

The new looks for 
eountry kitehens 

Page 116 

Curl up on this 
season’s sofa 

Page 120 

Choose the right 
tumble dryer » 
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The latest looks for modern 
country kitchens 

FEATURING ON TREND FINISHES, PARED BAGK DETAILING AND THIS SEASON’S 
HOTTEST HUES, THE LATEST DESIGNS ARE FASHION-FORWARD AND 
FILLED WITH PERSONALITY AND STYLE 



Welcome to charcoal 

Pale grey may be today’s go-to 
neutral in country home decor, but 
off-black is where it’s at if you want 
a kitchen that packs a punch. This 
Neptune kitchen is painted in the 
darkest charcoal, providing a relaxed 
monochrome scheme. A flat paint 
finish will produce a softer look than 
one with sheen, but do check for 
fingerprint resistance as darker 
colours are well known to show 
every mark. Keeping the walls and 
ceiling pale will ensure the largest 
surface area is still the lightest. 
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Freestanding statements 

In response to the demand for a less 
formal feel, Podesta has developed a style 
called Fitted Freestanding. ‘It features bespoke 
freestanding pieces designed to fit perfectly in 
a specific space,’ says Director, Matt Podesta. 
‘Combining materials or finishes, like this baby 
blue paint and English oak, helps break up large 
expanses of cabinetry for a more relaxed look.’ 



A brighter shade 


Bright colours are all over the catwalks 
this season so it’s no surprise to see bold shades, 
such as this peppy mustard yellow, filtering into 
the interiors world. Country kitchens can enjoy 
a slice of the action without being overpowered, 
by keeping the bright colour below eye level and 
pairing with ‘antiqued’ whites - try Old or Shaded 
White by Farrow 8e Ball - that soften the impact. 


Metal works 

Proof positive that the trend for metallic 
finishes works in a country setting, this fabulous 
handmade copper sink looks stunning against 
cabinets painted in the inky hues of My lands’ 
Bond Street. ‘The sink’s hand-beaten surface is 
not only antimicrobial but also extremely tactile, 
just right for creating a standout focal point,’ 
says Middleton Bespoke’s Design Director, Jasper 
Middleton. ‘Add polished brass knobs to your 
kitchen cabinets to enhance the metallic impact.’ » 



"7 Don’t be afraid to embrace a 
^ modem aesthetic in period or rural 
properties. Some of the most 
successful kitchen designs pair old 
and new with striking results. 
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HOM E • 

IS WHERE THE HEART IS % 



port w' a,y 

STOVES 



MADE IN BRITAIN 


Order a brochure or find your local Portway Stoves retailer: 

Visit www.portwaystoves.com or call: 01782 339000 

n (3) YoudiB «,:rpin>::£"LTube 



YEAR GUARANTEE CONTROL 


EXEMPT 




HOME IMPROVEMENTS 



Shaker kitchen, 
from £25,000, 
John Lewis of 
"'Mungerforcj. 


Larder love 

A modern take on the traditional 
pantry store, a dedicated larder unit is an 
established kitchen essential. Storing your 
dried and tinned goods in one place so 
they’re all accessible and easy to see 
speeds up the process of gathering 
ingredients before cooking. ‘Larders are 
also being celebrated for their design 
impact,’ says Kiran Noonan, Sales Director 
at John Lewis of Hungerford. ‘People feel 
more comfortable experimenting with 
bold colour on a stand-alone piece, like a 
larder, which can be incredibly effective.’ 




STORAGE 


IDEAS 



BASKKTS 
TO HAND 

This three-tier 
basket trolley, 
is easy to move 
around. 

• Risatorp 
trolley, col White, 
£50, Ikea. 



TAKING 

SHAPE 

An industrial-looking 
trolley with an 
ergonomic 
oval design. 

• Industrial storage 
trolley, £99, 

Nordic House. 



A FRENCH 
AFFAIR 

For traditional 
French-farmhouse 
charm, try wooden 
crates on a frame. 

• Crate rack, 
£420, Smithers 
of Stamford. » 
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Hand painted 
kitchen, from 
£18,000, Rencraft. 






Tradition with a twist 


Classic kitchens will always be in high 
demand, but even such a solid design requires 
subtle updates to keep it fresh and interesting. ‘A 
classic painted kitchen is absolutely timeless and 
that’s what makes it such a popular choice,’ says 
John Stephens, Director of Rencraft. ‘The secret is 
in the detail. Turned end columns, in-frame doors 
and two-tier plate racks add character and variety’ 



B Natural state 

Rustic finishes are enjoying a style revival, 
helping to bring wooden cabinetry back into 
favour. ‘The rustic country look is top of the cool 
charts,’ says Devol’s Creative Director, Helen 
Parker, ‘and it’s all about beautiful handmade 
cabinets in stylish but simple designs. What 
makes rustic surfaces so appealing is that they 
don’t have a mass-produced look. Timber in its 
most natural state can create beautiful furniture.’ 


shelf life 

Put it down to the recession or 
environmental concerns, but there’s been a 
noticeable surge in pared-down, simple design 
that is functional and unfussy over the last 
few years. Open shelving in lieu of wall 
cupboards is part of this trend. With more 
than a hint of the utilitarian Victorian pantry, 
this look shakes up the traditional base and 
wall cupboard combo without compromising your 
kitchen’s storage capacity. Open shelves are less 
dense than solid cabinets, so will also work as an 
effective space-enhancing tool in rooms that have 
low ceilings or limited natural light. 


5{C 



Bespoke kitchens, from 
£45,000, Artichoke. 


Country style need-to-know 

• CHOOSK THE BEST TIME TO BVY Just 
like fashion, kitchen trends tend to be seasonal. The 
latest colour forecasts are usually announced in spring 
and autumn, so that's the perfect time to check out the 
hottest hues for everything from furniture finishes to 
tiles and accessories. 

• KEEP IT COUNTRY Look out for ideas that will 
work in harmony with the rest of your home. Anything 
featuring rustic materials or artisan craftsmanship, or 
having an organic shape will prove to be a more natural 
fit in a rural setting. 

• ADD YOUR OWN TWIST Country kitchens are 
all about character and personality. This can be as simple 
as having an eye-catching splashback or painting an 
island unit or butcher's block in a bolder shade than the 
rest of your cabinetry. 
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& bathstore 

Bathrooms matter. Visit the experts. 



Bathrooms matter 

why 


At bathstore, we offer expert advice, design and fitting ^ 
to give you complete peace of mind. So from inspiration to 
installation, your dream bathroom is in expert hands. 

stores nationwide • bathstore.com 


expert advice • expert design • expert fitting 




Sink into this 
season’s stylish sofas 

IN SHOW-OFF SHAPES AND DRESSED IN LAID-BACK EABRIGS, THE LATEST 
COUNTRY SOEAS ARE UPPING THE GOMEORT LEVELS, LOOKING BETTER 
THAN EVER AND CRYING OUT TO BE CURLED UP ON 



Large Crumpet sofa 

in Herringbone, col 
Tea Rose, H82xW221x 
D102cm, £1,555, Loaf. 


Pretty in pink 

‘My top tip when choosing 
a country sofa is to ask yourself: 
Will I still like it in five years’ 
time? Is it well made? And will 
it be really, really comfy?’ says 
Charlie Marshall, Founder, Loaf. 
‘Our Crumpet design is slightly 
deeper than most sofas so it’s 
super-comfortable and the warm 
red hue gives an instantly cosy 
feel, while the herringbone weave 
adds texture and interest.’ 
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Medium Grassington 
sofa in Spring Rhythm, 
col Lotus Reverse Blue, 
H85xW160xD85cm, 
£1,470, Sofas & Stuff. 


m3! 



Prints charming 

‘A pair of these small, pretty sofas would 
look great sitting opposite each other on either side 
of a fireplace,’ says Andrew Cussins, Managing 
Director, Sofas &? Stuff. ‘The hand-blocked Indian 
cotton print suits the simplicity of the fixed seat 
and back. And, although this can create a very chic 
look, the hand-blocked pattern also works well in 
a country farmhouse setting, bringing a breath 
of fresh air to even the most traditional interior.’ 


2 



Calmsden sofa with Rounded 
Legs in Tweed, col Sea 116, 
H88xW160xD90cm, £1,827, 
Vanessa Arbuthnott. 


Islands and highlands 

‘By combining expert craftsmanship with 
hardwearing, beautiful Harris Tweed, this sofa 
typifies the sense of heritage and tradition that 
make Britain great,’ says Vanessa Arbuthnott of 
her company’s super sofa, made in the UK. ‘The 
tweeds are specially woven for us and the colours 
(Sky, Bracken, Peat and Sea) echo the landscape 
on the remote Scottish island where they’re made.’ 


3 


Button up 

‘There’s nothing quite as luxurious as a 
button-back sofa or armchair,’ says Emma Williams, 
Head of Buying and Merchandising, Sofa.com. ‘Its 
effortless style is perfectly suited to the interior 
of a country home, while the button detailing will 
add character to the look and feel of the sofa. You 
could customise it by choosing a designer fabric, 
changing the style of the legs, adding piping or 
even opting for buttons in a contrasting colour.’ » 


4 




"7 For flexible lounging in larger 
^ living rooms, eonsider a modular 
sofa that comes in individual 
sections that you can rearrange 
in shapes to suit your lifestyle and 
the amount of space in your room. 
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Loveable leather 

‘A leather sofa has always been a country 
favourite. Choose a timeless, sophisticated design 
that’s modern yet classic,’ says Kate Thompson, 
Head of Buying, Homewares, House of Fraser. 
‘The semi-aniline type of leather used on this sofa 
is supple and hardwearing, great for everyday 
comfort in a country home. A top coat finish helps 
to protect against fading and staining.’ 


4 



Four-sea :< 
col Sijiveil, 
D97Jm, 


:er Stanza sofa, 

•, H90xW212x 
1,198, DFS. 


Subtle Scandi style 

‘A sofa in a simple shape and calming 
colour sets the scene for a country living room. 
‘This clean-lined, contemporary sofa is perfect 
for introducing an on-trend Scandinavian look,’ 
says Helen Leigh-Jones, Designer, DFS. ‘The sofa 
frame, hand-crafted in our Derbyshire factory, is 
covered in super-soft off-white cord and the neat 
arms and chrome legs give it a sleek finish.’ 



Comer piece 

‘Corner sofas are ideal for maximising 
seating space without compromising comfort or 
style,’ says Unna Patel, Upholstery Buyer, John 
Lewis. ‘If you are limited on space, consider one 
with a low back and compact arms to prevent the 
room feeling crowded. If space is not an issue, 
opt for a larger corner unit that can be positioned 
in the centre of a room, creating a focal point.’ 


6 
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Country style need-to-know 

• CONSIDER DIFFERENT STYLES Join the 

trend for Mid-Century modern style, as typified by sofas 
with lean frames, low backs and legs on show. The 
pared-back style and absence of bulk suit modern country 
homes and smaller spaces. Vintage versions get a new 
lease of life when re-covered in contemporary fabrics, 
or try Ercol for an Originals studio couch, as well as a 
range of new designs. 

• DON’T BE LURED BY LOOKS ALONE 

Although it's good to chill out on relaxing feather-filled 
cushions, they need plumping every day to keep the 
sofa looking crisp and inviting. Alternatives are foam for 
firmness or combinations of foam, fibre and feathers with 
varying degrees of softness. Your back will thank you for 
choosing a smart tailored sofa with a firm sprung back. 

• MAP OUT THE SOFA SHAPE Before you buy 
your sofa, tape sheets of newspaper together to the correct 
size and lay it on the floor to check that it won't disrupt the 
pathways across the room. Bear in mind that the actual sofa 
will have greater impact on the room than the paper shapes! 


118 housetohome. co .uk/countryhomesandinteriors 


SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 


FEATURE CAROLINE RODRIGUES 





Think your dream 
kitchen or bathroom 
is out of reach? 
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SALE 

LPTO 


35 % 

OFF 


Not if you 
buy clever. 

At our showrooms you can buy 
beautifulty-crafted kitchens 
and bathrooms, whether you Ve 
appointed your tradesmen or are 
stifi looking - we ll support you 
either way- 

■ FREE in-home or on site survey 

• FREE installation support and advice 

• Smart finance options** 

Buy now to get 

your dream kitchen 
or bathroom fitted 
in time for Christmas. 


Arrange a FREE design and planning consultation today at our family of trusted showrooms: 


Call 08000 662 662 


Click kitchenbathroonnshowroonns.co.uk 


Buy Clever 

instore | online | mobile 


BOHEN' 


ftROTHlRS 


ij- 


ref lections Q 


’Tsrrni: cvidCfonc apply. Viad on Beiwtod lOWTora and 

iwtrvotfntira&jctiffw ifi ssfKwribar ~ ::aia£Cictew 
JOtS Ask in BhoiMiTKPn 1or kii or ™w oni-ie at 

tarecrmovmroom&hOHMQimuu bfAncrtAp only 


*BUILDBASE *PLUMBASE 
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The best dryers 
for wet- weather days 

MEET THE MACHINES THAT WILL DELIVER SOET, ELUEEY CLOTHES THROUGHOUT 
THE COLDER MONTHS WITHOUT BLOWING YOUR ENERGY BILL 



BEST FOR... 

Ironing phobes 

Hoover, A-40%, 9kg, £499 

Boasting a fast-iron cycle - a short, 
heated, conditioning cycle that helps 
relax fabrics that may have become 
tangled or stiff -the DYC9913AX 
model (H85xW60xD60cm) takes the 
effort out of ironing. The innovative 
Aquavision in-door water reservoir 
makes it easy to see when collected 
condensed water needs emptying. 
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BKST FOR... 

Speed 

Whirlpool, A++, 1 0kg, £829.99 

The 6th Sense technology in this 
HSCX 1 0443 condenser dryer 
(H84.5xW59.6xD65.9cm) gauges the 
level of moisture in each load and 
can then adapt to reduce energy use 
and drying time whenever possible. 
A patented SteamCare system can 
also be used to refresh garments that 
don't need a full wash. 


BEST FOR... 

Open-plan kitchens 

Gorenje, A++, 7kg, £499 

With TwinAir heat-pump technology, 
the D76SY2B tumble dryer 
(H85xW60xD60cm) returns negligible 
condensation back into the room, 
making it the perfect appliance 
for those without a separate utility 
room. Its sleek jet-black finish and 
LED display panel will look smart, 
too, in a modern country scheme. 



BEST FOR... 

Delicates 

Miele,A++, 8kg, £899 

The 11 drying programs, including 
Woollens and Silks Handcare, in this 
TKB 540 WP condenser tumble dryer 
(H85xW59.6xD63.6cm) offer great 
versatility. In addition, Miele's famous 
Honeycomb Plus drum is specially 
designed to cushion and protect 
garments, to ensure your most 
precious clothes are dried safely. 
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BEST FOR... 

Low maintenance 

Bosch, A++, 9kg, £899 

Condenser dryers are a great 
option if you can't connect your 
machine to an external vent, but 
keeping the condenser reservoir 
clean can be a pretty tedious task. 
The WTY86791GB model (H84.2x 
W59.8xD63.4cm) avoids this thanks 
to its Selfcleaning system, which 
automatically cleans the condenser. 

^|i 


Country style 
need-to-know 

• COMPARE ENERGY 
RATINGS Tumble drying is never 
going to be as eco-friendly as your 
washing line. However, energy ratings 
have improved massively over recent 
years. Models with an A-40%-rated 
heat-pump (which are 40% more 
energy efficient than an A-rated 
machine) offer the best energy savings. 

• SIZE MATTERS The larger the 
drum, the better the air flow through 
the machine and the faster the drying 
time. If space is limited, think about a 
stackable model that can safely sit on 
top of your washing machine. Fully 
integrated designs and washer-dryers 
tend to have smaller drums. 

• DON’T FORGET Vented models 
are cheaper than condenser dryers, 
but can be less convenient as they need 
to be installed near an external wall or 
window in order to discharge the hose. 
To reduce running costs, spin your 
washload at the highest speed possible 
and don't overload the dryer. 
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FEATURE LINDA CLAYTON 







INSPIRATION 
NOW COMES 
WITH UP TO 

1/3 OFF 


Regional Reflections Cottesmore™ 
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Up to 1/3 off only available on selected ranges. Terms and conditions apply, see online for details. 
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My Country Business 
Awards 2015 

IN APRIL, WE LAUNCHED OUR SIXTH MY COUNTRY BUSINESS AWARDS, 
WHICH PROMOTE AND EMPOWER ENTREPRENEURIAL START UPS. 
HERE WE ANNOUNCE THE AMAZING PEOPLE WHO WON... 




CATEGORY 

Food 



S arah is married to Phillip, a 
farmer and estate manager, 
and has two sons, Thomas, 
10, and William, nine. She works 
from the family farm in the Dee 
Valley, at the foot of the Berwyn 
Mountains in North Wales. 

Sarah set up Eat My Flowers, 
which sells Great Taste award- 
winning crystallised flowers and 
lollipops with flowers in them, 
in SO 1 1 . T had been a business 
adviser to unemployed people 
investigating self-employment. 
When that contract finished, I 
looked at what business I could 



set up myself. I had a background 
in agriculture/horticulture and 
marketing, and had researched 
growing edible flowers for 
restaurants,’ she says. T decided 
that crystallised flowers were a 
better idea. We grow all the flowers 
on our farm, and use no pesticides. 
We also grow apple and cherry 
trees for their blossom, violets and 
wild roses. The flowers are hand- 
processed within hours of picking, 
using pasteurised dried egg white 
and caster sugar to preserve them. 
They are then dried and packaged. 

‘Producing our crystallised 
flowers is a labour of love, but it is 
worth it. With our flowers you can 
see each petal and every detail. 

‘I was delighted to win an award. 

I also loved that the awards were 
sponsored by British Wool as it 
stands for all I believe in - British 
farming and rural businesses.’ 

Eat My Flowers, 01490 412059, 
eatmyflowers.co.uk. 



WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAID... 

‘Love the fact that 
Sarah grows the 
flowers herself’ 

‘Great business story’ 

‘Visually appealing’ 

‘Edible flowers are 
trending right now’ 






CATEGORY 

British Wool Award for 
Emerging Talent Using British Wool 
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K haris lives in Lerwick, 
Shetland, and has a 
workshop at home where 
she creates textile designs. Having 
worked for seven years in social 
care, she wanted to do something 
creative. ‘I couldn’t ignore the 
creative urge any more!’ she says. 

Kharis’s passion is hand-weaving 
designs in Shetland wool. ‘I began 
weaving with it in September SO 14 
when I returned to Shetland 
College, where I graduated with 
a textile degree in June this year. 
For my degree show I made hand- 
woven cushions and blankets. At 
my show people asked about buying 
things, so I began the business with 
designs I’d done at college. As I’m 
just starting out, I also work part 
time - at Jamieson &? Smith, a shop 
selling Shetland wool. I produce 


lengths of fabric in various designs 
that I then make into cushions. 

I have a small loom but hope to 
access funding to help pay for one 
similar to the one I used at college. 

‘I want my fabrics to convey a 
sense of place - an abandoned 
crofthouse, the remains of an old 
boat disintegrating on the shore, the 
way weather and time fade things 
made by people many years ago. 
Colour and texture are important 
in doing that. I also like to think 
of my fabrics in a home where 
they will be loved and well used. 

‘It was a surprise to win the 
British Wool category. I had held 
back from doing something 
creative, but now I realise I do 
have talent and it’s so exciting.’ 
Home is an Island, 07885 499986, 
homeisanisland.co.uk. » 


WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAID... 

‘Beautiful colours, 
textures and feel 
of the Shetland 
landscape’ 

‘A perfect example 
of fleece to end 
product’ 

‘A good ethos of 
organic and locally 
sourced raw 
materials’ 
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Retail and Services 





C laire lives with her husband, 
Anthony, and children, Bea, 
13, and James, eight, in an 
old farmhouse in the foothills of the 
Pennines near Holmfirth, Yorkshire. 

Claire runs Plain Useful, which 
sells traditional kitchen utensils, 
cleaning brushes and gardening 
and laundry products. Having spent 
S5 years at the BBC in Manchester, 
she was ready for a change. ‘Work 
was an hour and a half away and 
the commute was tiring. We 
moved to a property with a barn 
and ample storage. It set the scene 
for a new start. I live in a lovely 
part of the world, but most of the 
good shops are miles away so I do 
a lot of online shopping,’ she says. 
‘An online business of my own 
seemed a natural option. Brushes 
were my starting point. Many years 


ago I used to visit a fabulous shop 
in Edinburgh (now gone), fiUed with 
beautiful brushes from floor to 
ceiling. I was hooked! I’m always 
looking for products that actually 
work, so I started a business with 
brushes and other utility products, 
but brushes were at the core, and 
I began trading last year. 

‘Happily, it’s the brushes that 
are selling well. People are so 
intrigued by them! They’ll ask if I 
have a brush for cleaning a teapot 
spout, then tell me about their 
great aunt’s teapot. I love hearing 
people’s stories and helping them. 

‘I was thriUed to win. After having 
worked for a large corporation, it’s 
satisfying to have recognition for 
something I’ve achieved on my own.’ 
Plain Useful, 01484 680073, 
plainuseful.com. 



WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAID... 

‘Good range 
of products’ 

‘Tapping Into the 
utility chic trend’ 

‘Opportunities 
to scale up’ 

‘Making the everyday 
both beautiful and 
affordable’ 

‘Rekindling vintage 
skills and techniques’ 







CATEGORY 

Graft 



S ian lives with her partner, 
Mike, four cats and 12 
alpacas in Pembrokeshire 
where she creates knitted textiles 
from her workshop at home. Her 
love of knitting was fostered by her 
grandmother who originally taught 
her, and Sian graduated in SO 1 S 
with a degree in Contemporary 
Textiles from Carmarthen School 
of Art, where she specialised in 
knitting and weaving. 

T was fascinated by how I could 
manipulate the knitting machine 
to create interesting and unusual 
effects,’ says Sian, who works at 
the college she graduated from 
as a co-course leader and teacher 
of knitting. T get a great deal of 
satisfaction from passing on my 
skills to the students and seeing 
them develop these techniques in 
their own creative way’ 

Sian started her own business 
in 2013 and her textiles feature 
designs inspired by the romantic 
Pembrokeshire landscape. T am 
very proud of my Welsh heritage 
and create pieces that reflect this. 
In my work I have developed my 



own interpretation of traditional 
Welsh patterns, informed by 
elements of the coast - from the 
cliffs to shells on the beach. This 
is a beautiful part of the world - I 
always wanted to stay here - and 
a constant source of inspiration. 

T do my knitting on a domestic 
knitting machine and everything 
I make is handmade. I source the 
yarn from the UK, create the 
designs and then knit the products 
in my workshop. These range 
from knitted interior products to 
fashion accessories, and include 
lampshades, cushions, scarves, 
hats and wristwarmers. 

‘I’m excited about developing 
the business and next year plan 
a new heritage collection using 
the fleece from our alpacas. 

‘I was over the moon when I 
heard that I had won this award. 

It is an incredible honour and it 
really does mean so much to me.’ 
Sian O’Doherty, 
sianodoherty.co.uk. » 



WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAID... 

‘Good colour palettes’ 

‘Beautiful patterns’ 

‘A modern twist 
on traditional designs’ 

‘Superb presentation’ 

‘Prom alpaca to 
end product’ 
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CATEGORY 

Hospitality and Leisure 
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K esri and her husband, 
Paul, live with their 
twins, Jaden and Kaila, 
aged seven, near Hay-on-Wye. 
They run boutique glamping 
holidays from their 1 6th-century 
sheep farm, with activities that 
aim to reconnect guests to nature 
and the simpler things in life. 

Originally, Kesri and Paul had 
high-powered jobs in London, but 
they hankered after life in the 
country. They planned their move 
for 10 years before eventually 
leaving their jobs. ‘We needed 
a stepping stone,’ says Kesri, 

‘so I continued to work as a 
corporate training consultant.’ 

The couple fell in love with 
Hay-on-Wye and the Brecon 
Beacons National Park and, in 
S009, sold their home and rented 
in the area until they found a 
suitable farmhouse with barns 
and land. They found one with 
40 acres, and in SO 15 started 


Drover’s Rest. This comprises 
five safari tents and two cottages, 
used as holiday accommodation 
and for corporate training. 

Their aim is to revive the joys 
of a rural childhood. Children 
(and their parents) can enjoy 
playing outdoors - feeding farm 
animals, den building, nocturnal 
walks, campfires. After only one 
season the response has been 
amazing. ‘We now want to build 
off-season trade and complement 
it with corporate team retreats. 
One guest told us we’d put the 
glam back into glamping, as our 
tents with Feather 8e Black beds, 
Welsh blankets and woodburners 
are like canvas cottages. 

‘We’ve worked flat out, so it 
was rewarding to win an award 
so early on. The mentorship 
prize is perfect as we need 
guidance to build the business.’ 
Drover’s Rest, 01497 831215, 
droversrest.co.uk. 



WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAID... 

‘ Roll-up-your-sleeve s- 
and-get-involved 
holiday Idea’ 

‘Pretty location and 
well-thought-out 
business plan’ 

‘Like the educational 
angle for city 
children’ 






CATEGORY 

Interiors 




oe lives with her husband, 
Jonah, and two children 
1 in Cheshire. Moving from 
Manchester to a converted barn 
in the countryside 1 8 months ago 
was the catalyst for her new 
business. ‘The move prompted me 
to design and create,’ she says. 
‘We are surrounded by fields and 
have views to the Peak District, 
and that inspired me to do 
something different.’ 

After doing a law degree, Zoe 
worked as an assistant buyer 
in London, then relocated to 
Manchester where she later 
worked for a bag brand, learning 
a lot about bringing a product to 
market. ‘I’ve always had a passion 
for interiors - my garage is filled 
with fabric swatches! I did some 
interior design projects and fitted 
out the barn, which was a full-time 
job in itself for a few months. Then 
the chance came to take a breath. 

‘I’ve always loved drawing and 
creating. I learned about the craft 



of printing and went on courses 
about block and screen printing, 
and fell in love with it. I came 
home and didn’t stop - the house 
was covered in fabric! 

‘I set up a workshop in the 
garage and was prolific for six 
months. I knew I was going to 
create an interiors range and 
wanted to build a collection. I also 
run an online service providing 
colour and interiors advice. 

‘Texture, movement and light 
are what I try to capture in my 
designs. I hand-print on linen, 
which I am passionate about, as 
you get an imperfect textured 
effect. After going into production 
with British manufacturers, I set 
up my own website in June 2015. 

‘I was so excited to win an 
award - the last 18 months have 
been a journey of discovering 
new things and new skills.’ 

Zoe Glencross Fabric & Home, 
07530 741812, zoeglencross.com. » 



WHAT THE 
JUDGES SAID... 

‘Accomplished 

designs’ 

‘Combination of 
stripes and 
Illustrations’ 

‘Good Interior 
design eye’ 

‘Offering Interior 
design lifestyle 
service’ 
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AWARD WINNERS WILL RECEIVE THREE MENTORING SESSIONS 
WITH ONE OF OUR LEADING INDUSTRY CATEGORY PARTNERS... 



Food 

Dan Rusga, Marketing Director, 
Yeo Valley Farms 

This family-run dairy produces tasty, 
100% organic products from 
its award-winning British Friesian 
cows and from other local organic 
dairy farm herds. 


Yeo 



British Wool Award 
for Emerging Talent Using 
British Wool 

Bridgette Kelly, Consultant Interior 
Textiles Director, Campaign for Wool 

British Wool sells and promotes wool 
from British-farmed breeds and works 
closely with the global textile industry. 




Retail and Serviees 

Carmel Allen, Creative Director, 
Meal's 

Designing, making and selling quality 
furniture for over 200 years. Meal's has 
a long history of collaborating with 
prominent designers and is passionate 
about discovering future stars. 

Ill- Ai:s 



Craft 

Susannah Bradley, 
International Community Programs 
Specialist, Etsy 

An online marketplace for handmade 
and vintage items, Etsy allows makers 
around the world to sell unique goods 
directly to market. 

Etsy 


Hospitality and Leisure 
Alastair Sawday, Chairman, 
Alastair Sawday's 

This family-owned travel company 
offering 5,000 special places to stay 
throughout the UK and Europe 
hand-picks and inspects every one 
of its properties. 



Interiors 

Susie Watson, Founder, 

Susie Watson Designs 

Makers of beautiful handmade pottery, 
hand-printed fabric and interiors 
products that can be used every day to 
brighten up your home, Susie Watson 
Designs now has seven UK shops. 




The amazing prizes 


The 2015 winners will receive an invaluable package of 
mentoring and promotion in Country Homes & Interiors. 
Starting up your own business can often be a daunting 
experience, but our expert panel of Awards mentors 
will guide and support the winners, allowing them to 
learn new skills and perspectives, while also providing 
priceless advice and insight. The package includes: 


• Three mentoring sessions with one of the expert 
Awards mentors (above). 

• Coverage in the My Country Business Awards 2015 
winners feature in Country Homes & Interiors. 

• Country Days blog feature covering the winners 
in 2015/2016. 
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the warmth of wood 


ENHANCE YOUR HOME WITH EXPERTLY CRAFTED, ENERGY EFFICIENT 
WINDOWS AND DOORS FROM THE WOOD WINDOW ALLIANCE 




New windows and doors 
made by Wood Window 
Alliance members match 
existing windows but 
with A energy ratings. 


ft 

IR 


W hen you think of a beautiful house, the 
windows might not be the first things 
that stand out, but getting the right style 
is essential to creating a harmonious exterior. 

This especially applies to period properties, where 
double-glazed wood windows work perfectly with 
the age of the house while keeping it warm inside. 
For Andrew Long, owner of a four-bedroom 
country home in Norfolk (above), wooden frames 
were the only choice when he and his family 
inherited the property in 2007 . 

‘Some of the windows were still in a reasonable 
condition and could be fixed but others needed 
replacing,’ he says. Andrew contacted a member 
of The Wood Window Alliance (WWA) because he 
wanted new windows that matched his existing 
ones. And, when he planned an extension later 



'/'he Wood Window Mlkince 



on, he contacted the company again. ‘We’d 
been really impressed with them, and choosing 
wood windows and doors was an easy decision 
because wood respects the aesthetic of the house 
- nothing else would feel right,’ he explains. 

Andrew also discovered that his choice would be 
long-lasting and energy efficient, too. ‘The frames 
are made from quality softwood and beautifully 
spray finished. They won’t need repainting for 
around 10 years,’ he says. ‘The sash window frames 
I had fitted in 2007 are still in perfect condition, 
and we’ve noticed how much quieter and less 
draughty the house has been since we had them!’ 

It’s also good to know that all windows and 
doors made by the WWA are from sustainably 
sourced timber, so you can be assured you’ve 
made an eco-friendly choice, too. 

The Wood Window Alliance has 22 members. All meet strict 
performance, quality and sustainability standards. To find 
one that's right for you, visit woodwindowalliance.com. 




EXCLUSIVE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


COUNTRV HOMES 

& INTERIORS 

Rewards 

This month, be sure to log in to Rewards to access the offers below and you’ll find 
even more online - all EXCLUSIVE and FREE to magazine subscribers 




Pro Radiance Illuminating Flash 
Balm and Papaya Enzyme Peel 


LIMITED OFFER* 


TREE Elemis 
hero products 
together 
worth £22.50 




Win a hamper of luxury confectionery treats and receive a 
r I i I J IS ' different flavour of fudge or confectionery every month for 
a whole year. Prize worth £500! 


Redeem your rewards today at 


rewards.countryhomesandinteriors.co.uk 


* Limited to the first 3,000 Time Inc. UK subscribers. In the event that we run out of this gift, you can still take advantage of our 20% discount at Elemis.com found on the Rewards website. The Rewards scheme 
is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. UK, free of charge. Closing dates apply to each partner offer, please visit the Rewards website for more details. Full terms and 
conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. For enquiries contact rewards@quadrantsubs.com or call 0330 333 0233 between 08.30am to 17.30pm (GMT) Monday to Friday. 
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Learn about 
modern country style 

BOOK AN EXCLUSIVE INTERIOR DESIGN COURSE WITH 
KLC SCHOOL OF DESIGN AND COUNTRY HOMES & INTERIORS 



On the day 

10am- 12.30pm 

• Outline of the day. 

• Introduction showing how 
interior designers use colour, 
texture and pattern in country 
homes and interiors. 

• Colour theory and psychology, 
and how it relates to the 
country colour palette. 

• Colour workshop. 

• An overview of texture and 
pattern, plus using these with 
colour to develop a scheme. 

12.30 - 1.30pm Lunch 

1.30 - 4pm 

• Colour, texture and 
pattern workshop. 

• Sourcing tips. 

• How to put all your ideas 
together on a sample board. 

• Practical workshop: creating 
your look. 

• Question and answer session. 

KLC 

School ^Design 


earn to decorate using modern country style on 
this exclusive one-day course, held at the KLC 

J J School of Design in London’s Chelsea Harbour on 

Friday 20 November SCI 5. Cn the day, expert tutors will 
hold short lectures, talks and workshops, giving you the 
skills to create a relaxed and stylish home. You’ll gain an 
insight into understanding the theory of colour and its 
effect on our psychology and environment. You’ll learn 
more about the modern country palette, textures and 
patterns, and there will also be tips on drawing together 
fabrics, furniture and lighting for a beautiful interior. 


How to book 

• Tickets cost ^13C and include a sample board to take 
home, lunch and refreshments on the day. 

• To reserve your place, visit klc.co.uk/countryhomes 
or call 020 7376 3377 . 

• KLC School of Design offers full-time, part-time, short 
and distance learning courses and is recognised by the 
Quality Assurance Agency. For details of its other 
courses, contact KLC School of Design, 5C3 Design 
Centre East, Chelsea Harbour, London SWIC CXF, 

020 7376 3377 , klc.co.uk. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS Tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. KLC will refund course fees paid (less an administration charge of 1 0%) for 
cancellations made four weeks or more prior to the course start date. We are unable to refund fees under any circumstances for any cancellations made less 
than four weeks prior to the start of the course. Country Homes & Interiors and KLC reserve the right to change the format without notice and accept no liability 
if events are varied, relocated, postponed or cancelled. 


HERTFORDSHIRE GARDEN 


Form and beauty 

JULIE WISE COMPLEMENTS YEAR ROUND STRUCTURE WITH SEASONAL 
VARIETY IN HER BEAUTIFULLY COMPOSED COTTAGE GARDEN 
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Euonymus 
hamiltonianus 
produces 
jewel-like pink 
and orange fruits 
on bare stems 
in autumn. 
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AT HOME WITH... 

Owners Julie and Tim Wise, 
plus black Labrador Campbell 
and Bunty the Lurcher. 
Originally two brick-built 
estate workers' cottages dating 
from the 1 8 th century. 

Garden Half an acre on heavy 
clay soil. The space is divided into 
garden 'rooms' including dry, 
formal and woodland areas, 
as well as topiary and exuberantly 
planted borders. 


when Julie and Tim Wise married in 1993 they had 

a wedding gift list, not at a well-known department store, but at 
Tree Heritage nursery in Hertford. It was a decision typical of 
the couple, who bought Rustling End Cottage in rural Hertfordshire 
from the Knebworth Estate the same year. At the time, the 
property was described by a friend as ‘a tumbledown shed in an 
unkempt field’, but Julie was hooked from her first visit. ‘I thought 
the setting was wonderful, surrounded by woodland and fields. 

We were looking for a small house in a big plot where we could 
make a garden and this fitted the bill exactly,’ she says. 

‘Most people finish the house before starting on the garden, but 
I didn’t,’ says Julie, who began clearance work outside while Tim 
got on with rebuilding the house. She had masses of ideas gleaned 
from years of enthusiastic garden- visiting, both at home and 
abroad (as a member of senior cabin crew for British Airways she 
visited gardens from Sydney to San Francisco), but Julie lacked 
the practical knowledge of how to put them into practice. So she 
embarked on a crash course in design and read her way through 
garden books by renowned experts Beth Chatto and Christopher 
Lloyd and also Dan Pearson, whose book on making the garden at 
Home Farm was a favourite. ‘To start with, Tim and I made a 
rough plan of the site, measuring it and marking the few trees we 
wanted to keep.’ Hedges were first to go in, smaU yew and hornbeam 
plants to mark the boundaries of the garden and to divide it into 
sections. ‘I didn’t want to see it all at once,’ says Julie. 

Twenty years on, the hedges are mature and the garden reveals 
itself slowly From the road a bulging, organically shaped yew 
hedge frames glimpses of a largely green, formal front garden » 
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HERTFORDSHIRE GARDEN 




What we love most 
about this garden... 

‘It is very special 
at dawn. I often 
return from 
a fLiglit very early 
In tlie morning, 
and find it 
so magical 
at that time’ 
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HERTFORDSHIRE GARDEN 



dominated by a lumpy, sculptural box parterre and tiered topiary 
yews. A small gate opens into a terrace at the back of the house 
where an old laurel, now a beautiful glossy dome of dark leaves, 
forms a focal point. ‘It’s clipped each year and, every fourth year, 
we give it a hard cut otherwise it starts to get out of proportion.’ 
For Julie, proportion is important - the width of paths, the depths 
of borders, the relative scale of hedges, borders and feature trees. 

Realising that her clay soil could dry and crack in a hot summer, 
Julie made a dry garden beside the terrace, planting drought- 
tolerant plants including artemisia, senecio, acanthus and grasses. 
Over the years, she has applied copious amounts of grit, sharp 
sand and organic matter to improve the sticky soil, and adds yet 
more when planting anything new. Sun-loving evergreens used in 
this area include Euphorbia mellifera, Bupleurum fruticosum and 
rosemary - all strongly shaped and textured plants providing 
year-round interest plus flowers, too. 

Aligned with the back door, a path leads between a pair of wide 
herbaceous borders. In May, blue camassias mingle with the 
lipstick-pink flowers of red campion, leading in late summer and 
autumn to a mix of lythrum, rudbeckia, eupatorium, asters and 
lofty miscanthus. Because Julie could be away working for up to 
three weeks at a time she had to choose her plants carefully. 
‘Classic June borders were not going to work for me as they need 
too much attention,’ she says. ‘Instead, I started planting late- 
season perennials that largely look after themselves as they build 
toward their flowering period. The added bonus is that they also 
die beautifully, leaving gorgeous seedheads that can be left 
through winter.’ Grasses, too, met Julie’s need for plants that » 


Modern 

Country 

Classic 


Topiary 

Top tips for creating strong shapes 
with yew, box and hornbeam. 

Need to know... 

• Use a combination of evergreen 
and deciduous shrubs for topiary 
and hedges - it creates a dramatic 
contrast of colour and texture. 

• Grow a plant until it is mature 

before clipping it into a 
free-standing topiary shape rather 
than clipping it as it grows. 

• If you don't like the shape you 
have created just let it grow out 

and have another go. Always 
step back to look at what you're 
doing and don't rush. 

• Make sure your tools are sharp 
and use hand shears rather than 

power tools to create shapes. 

• Clip topiary in July/August and it 
will stay in good shape through the 
winter. Always give specimens a 
thorough watering after clipping. 
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what makes this garden so speeiaL 
‘The slight randomness of it all’ 


The summerhous^ 
is just visible 
through the berries 
and autumn foliage 
of Euonymus 
hamiltonianus. 
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Vacuuming will never be the same again. 

i Robot Roomba Vacuum Cleaning Robots 

IRobot has been building robots that niahe a drfference in people's lives for 25 years, 
sailing more than 13 mllElon robots worfdwida, with Roorrt^a feeding the 

Roomba vacuums dirtp dust and pet hair from all types of ftors tor you ^ cteaning around, 
behind and under your furniture. 


Available at 

John Lewis Hughes Currys^ 
#RobertDyas SElfRIEKES DEBENHAMS 


iRobot 

vvwwjrobot.com 

CbmnHR pmiM Ami «if *■ i MUunii tnlsiWlH if Am 







HERTFORDSHIRE GARDEN 



look good for much of the year without too much cosseting. 

As is so often the case given that necessity is the mother of 
invention, Julie evolved a distinct planting style from the need 
to fit gardening around the demands of her working life. 

The formal garden, with its central rectangular pond and urn 
water feature, provides a calm space that contrasts with the 
busy self-seeding and dense planting elsewhere in the garden. 
Appearing to float on water, the urn stands on a paving slab 
supported by the legs of an upturned office chair, one of Tim’s 
many ingeniously engineered solutions to Julie’s design ideas. 

‘When I stopped flying in 2009, I was worried I might be 
tempted to over-garden the place and that it would lose its 
spontaneity,’ says Julie. She need not have worried, as she is as 
busy now as she ever was, as county organiser for the National 
Gardens Scheme, doing botanical surveys for Hertfordshire Wildlife 
Trust, and designing and maintaining gardens for other people. 
Now that gardening is the job as opposed to the leisure pursuit, 
Julie finds that the natural world is her outlet. In recent years, 
the field opposite the house - a rough pony paddock when they 
bought it in 2000 - has become a fascination for both Julie and 
Tim as it slowly returns to being a species-rich meadow. 

In coming years, Julie intends to return the woodland garden to 
a more natural state, too, removing overly exotic specimens and 
replacing them with native ferns, species roses and more berried 
shrubs for the birds. A wise move for a wise couple. 

W Rustling End Cottage, Rustling End, nr Godicote, Hertfordshire, 
SG4 STD, rustlingend.com. Rustling End opens on selected dates 
throughout the year under the NGS scheme, ngs.org.uk. » 



❖ 

ON OUR 
DOORSTEP... 

Visit.,, 'Daisy Roots nursery 
(07958 563355, daisyroots.com), 
near Hertford, for unusual 
herbaceous perennials and grasses. 
It was a silver-gilt medal winner at 
the 2015 RHS Chelsea Flower Show.' 

Shop at... 'Hitchin's Friday market 
(01462 456202, hitchinmarkets. 
co.uk). The fantastic mix of stalls 
includes fishmongers, florists, 
furniture and bric-a-brac.' 

Goforamealat... 'Hopleys Cafe 
(01279 841188, hopleyscafe.co.uk) 
in Much Hadham - great food with 
the added bonus of being 
surrounded by plants.' 
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Julie’s favourite 
autumn plants 

1 The vibrant stems of dogwood 
provide wonderful late-season colour. 

2 Euphorbia mellifera has bold foliage 
plus honey-scented flowers in spring. 

3 Clematis cirrhosa var. purpurascens 
'Freckles' is an evergreen climber. 

4 The greenish-yellow flowers of 
Cestrum parqui are night-scented. 

5 Sedum 'Herbstfreude' has deep-pink 
flowerheads that are loved by bees. 

6 Rosa X odorata 'Mutabilis' produces 
single flowers over a long period. 

7 Hydrangea quercifoHa's textured 
leaves can turn a fabulous red. 

8 Anemanthele lessoniana glows 
copper, gold and bronze in autumn. 






140 housetohome.co.uk/countryhomesandinteriors 


NEXT MONTH SCOTTISH TOPIARY GARDEN 


FEATURE AND PHOTOGRAPHS CAROLE DRAKE 



W e have teamed up with My 
Design School at KLC to 
create an exciting online 
gardening course that offers a 
new, effortless way to learn, enabling you to 
gain design inspiration at times to suit you. 

Engaging, immersive and highly 
enjoyable, our course tutor and special 
guest experts will guide you through your 
garden project, while a welcoming online 
community allows you to share ideas with 
fellow course students. 


Successful Gardens 

2 November - 4 December 2015 

Successful Gardens, taught by RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
medallist Matthew Childs, gives students the skills to transform an 
outside space. The course explores the use of plants, colour and 
texture, while also advising on garden accessories to help ensure 
a cohesive result. 


A ward-winning 
course tutor 
Matthew Chiids 


Course costs £299 when you book using code CH1015, saving £100°^ 


BOOK NOW Visit klc.co.uk or call 020 7376 3377 


About KLC School of Design 

KLC School of Design is world renowned for the quality of its Interior and Garden Design training, offering a 
range of qualifications and flexible study methods. Established over 30 years ago, the school has an 
international reputation for providing practical, accessible and professional career training for the interior and 
garden design industries. As a recognised leader in online learning, KLC courses offer creative and inspiring 
tuition, stimulating interaction with other students and a highly enjoyable learning experience. 


My 

Design 

School 

i^KLC 


^Course RRP £399. Offer ends 1st November 2015. 









Exquisite cashmere jumper only £229, quote 201 KS9 for free P&P* 
Call 0333 400 0 400 visit www.madeleine.co.uk 



HAPPY THOUGHTS AND IDEAS 


10 WAYS TO 



FASHION, WELLBEING, ECO, PETS, TRAVEL AND OTHER NICE THINGS 


n Read a 
■■ country life blog 


Want to know what 
it’s like to live in the 
country? These online 
bloggers share their 
experiences... 

Shabby Chick Working 
rural mum Andrea 
writes about her busy 
life and suggests 
creative ideas for 
instilling a passion for 
the countryside into 
kids. Visit her blog at 
shabbychick.me.uk. 
Margot Tries The Good 
Life Hilariously honest 
musings that follow 
Margot’s transition 
from self-professed 


‘townie’ to rural 
dweller, from keeping 
up with village gossip 
to dealing with lively 
lambs! Visit margottries 
thegoodlife.com. 

Life in Mud Spattered 
Boots Anne’s 
inspirational posts 
beautifully detail 
the simple pleasures 
that living in the 
countryside can offer. 
You can browse 
seasonal recipes, scenic 
walks, nature-inspired 
craft tutorials and 
much more at 
annewheaton. co.uk. 



(Hp 0/ tpU]/- 



LIGHT A FRAGRANT 
FARM FRESH CANDLE 

Inspired by the scents of fruit, veg, herbs and flowers 
found at farmers' markets, we love these new candles 
from Produce. Core fragrances, such as Carrot and 
Wildflower, sit alongside limited editions that change 
with the seasons - Rosemary, Sage, Fig and Honey are 
the latest. Handmade from natural soy wax, they burn 
cleanly to reveal cute hidden messages engraved on 
the patterned jars. A 9oz candle costs £19.99 from 
iloveproducecandles.co.uk. 


Long, luxurious and with deep poekets 
to warm chilly hands, this is an autumn 
wardrobe must-have. The alpaca and 
wool blend has a gorgeous tactile finish 
and in go-with-anything taupe, it’s 
perfect for woods and work! 




PRICK UP YOUR EARS 
Houndsounds are the 
world's first 'dogcasts' - first-hand, 
true stories featuring dogs and 
people around the world. Free to 
download, each episode lasts no 
longer than 1 6 minutes - Just right 
for a short walk! To find out more, 
or put forward your own story 
ideas, visit houndsounds.co.uk. » 








Continuously eliminates odours 
and freshens for 90 days. 


r ■ 


\ 


"ewti reflf I lasts up IP ^ da^ if used for 1 Z hour* per day st minimum setting 


Breathe Happy 






HAPPY THOUGHTS AND IDEAS 



Enjoy the 
wonder of honey 


IN CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL HONEY WEEK 
(25-31 OCTOBER), WE’VE POUND OUT MORE 
ABOUT THIS PANTRY-SHELF STAPLE... 


Beat hayfever by eating 
a teaspoon of local 
honey daily - it’s 
thought to help build 
immunity against 
allergens in your area. 
Keep cuts clean with 
a mix of honey and 
warm water. The 
antibacterial properties 



help keep infection at 
bay and it works as 
a natural antiseptic. 

Aid sleep with a brew 
of honey, chamomile 
and hot water. 

Host your own hive in 
the garden - Backyard 
Bees: A Guide for the 
Beginner Beekeeper by 
Doug Pur die (^14.99, 
Murdoch Books) is 
packed with advice. 

Go natural - buy ‘raw’ 
honey from a beekeeper 
(find one near you at 
honeybeehive. co.uk) . 
Shop-bought jars are 
often ultra-filtered to 
stop them crystallising, 
stripping them of 
natural goodness. 



6 Keep hands happy 

COLD WEATHER IS TOUGH ON SKIN 

SO PROTECT WITH A NOURISHING CREAM 

• Treat yourself 

• All ingredients 

• Infused with 

to a refreshing 

in this eco- 

almonds and 

blend of honey. 

friendly cream 

Cordoba 

luscious berries 

are sustainably 

apricot, this 

and wild mint. 

sourced. Rose 

healing lotion 

Look Lively 

& Frankincense 

restores dry skin, 

Hand Cream, 

Hand Cream, 

Luxurious Hand 

£7for75mU--._ 

. £10 for 75ml, 

Balm,f£22 for 

White Stufil;^ A 


'50ml/Diptyque. 



B Buy British 

DEAN FORGE 


* 


Dean Forge was founded in 1 969 in the charming village of Dean 
Prior, deep in rural Devonshire. It is run by father-and-son team 
Michael and Simon Chew, who manufacture and install traditional 
wood stoves, including their own beautiful handcrafted range 
in which each new stove is named after a local beauty spot. The 
latest addition is the Dartmoor Baker, priced from £1,095 - a 
traditional woodburner combined with a compact oven. Simon 
took his inspiration from family life in the countryside: 'It's great for 
stews and hotpots - just leave them to slow cook while you head 
out for a long walk.' Call 01364 643574 or visit deanforge.co.uk. 



Looking for eco-friendly wall, floor or 


roof insulation? NaturePro’s blend of 



sheep’s wool (right) and recycled plastic 
has natural properties to 
keep your home warm in 
winter and cool in summer, 

£56.05 for eight 1.2m rolls, 
natureproinsulation.co.uk. 


❖ 



LOVE AN OLD WIVES’ TALE 


There are few things more inviting than an open fire. However, 
according to tradition, entering a neighbour's home to find the 
mistress poking the flames is a sign that you're not welcome! » 


SEE PAGE 173 FOR PHONE NUMBERS AND WEBSITES 
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UNWIND AND REBALANCE BODY AND SOUL WITH A MINI BREAK 
OE MEDITATION, YOGA AND SPA TREATMENTS 



BAMFORD HAYBARN 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


We love it because... 

This is an energising 
retreat with great 
food from the working 
farm, a cookery school 
and a holistic spa. 

What is the 
accommodation like? 
There are several 
cottages. Try The Old 
Farmhouse or The Egg 
Store, styled in soothing 
tones and both seconds 
from the relaxing spa! 
And activities? Tap into 
the mindfulness trend 
with a guided workshop 
or stretch out in yoga 
and pilates classes, then 
indulge in treatments 
using Bamford Botanic 


products in the Haybarn. 
How much? From 
for a weekend 
cottage when booking 
with a Haybarn Spa 
treatment or Cookery 
School course. 

Bamford Haybarn Spa, 
Daylesford, 01608 
731703, bamford.co.uk, 
daylesford.com. 



THE POTTING 
HAMPSHIRE 

We love it because... 

Set in the grounds of 
The Pig hotel, this is 
an ideal place to 
recharge with healthy 
food, spa treatments 
and New Forest walks. 
What is the 
accommodation like? 
Choose from 
boutique-style rooms 
with shabby-chic style in 
the main house or book 
a private lodge. 

And activities? Head to 
the garden for soothing 
treatments in the original 
potting shed or the rustic 
shepherd’s hut. Try the 
signature treatment of 


SHED AT THE PIG, 



head and body massage, 
plus rejuvenating facial. 
How much? From ^149 
for a small snug room 
in the main house to 
^545 for a lodge, plus 
treatment costs. 

The Potting Shed 
at The Pig, 0845 077 
9494, thepighotel.com. 




MOTHER EARTH AT THE 
NEW INN, HEREFORDSHIRE 


We love it because... 

It’s the perfect eco- 
friendly retreat to 
reconnect with nature, in 
magnificent countryside 
near Hay-on-Wye. 

What is the 
accommodation like? 

This cosy abode is packed 
with reclaimed items, 
chunky woodwork and a 
woodhurner, creating 
a welcoming feel. 

And activities? Enjoy 
walks through the 
fields, then on your 
return hop into the 
whiskey barrel hot 
tub for a soak before 
cooking a rustic feast 
on the fire. Step into 


the old barn for quiet 
time or meditation 
classes Cby arrangement) 
or stargaze through the 
glass roof portal at night. 
How much? From ^105 a 
night for S, with space for 
4 more at per person. 
Mother Earth, 

0117804 7830, 
canopyandstars.co.uk. 
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FEATURE TARA KING, COLUMBA COLIVET PHOTOGRAPHS (DOG, WOOL) TIMEINCUKCONTENT.COM, (HONEY) CATH MUSCAT 
GLOVES (IN HAND CREAMS PHOTOGRAPH), £25, CELTICANDCO.COM 




Have you gone noseblind? 

Febreze truly eliminates odours and leaves a light Christmas scent. 


Breathe Happy 


What your 
guests smell. 


What you smell. 



if 

* 

< 
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WOODLAr 

sFD 

t 

HARVEST 


There’s an abundance of seasonal 
“hreats just waiting to be picked in 
our wild woods and forests right 
now. Reconnect with nature’s own 
larder of mushrooms, berries and 
rose hips and make the most of 
their simple, honjest flavours in 
this rich, robust autumn menu » 


■ 
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GOOD TIMES, GOOD FOOD 


WILD MUSHROOMS 
ON HOMEMADE 
SOURDOUGH TOAST 

This stylish starter includes Horn of Plenty, 
a common wild woodland mushroom. 

SERVES 4 


40g butter 

300g Horn of Plenty mushrooms, roughly torn 
300g Chanterelle mushrooms 
1 garlic clove, finely chopped 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

4 slices sourdough bread (see recipe, below) 
Creme fraTche and red or black lumpfish caviar, 
to serve (try The Grimsby Fish Company) 

1 Melt the butter and fry the mushrooms and 
garlic with a little salt and pepper for about 

5 minutes, until the mushrooms are tender. 

Z Meanwhile, make the toast. Spoon mushrooms 
onto each slice, then top with a little creme 
fraiche, lumpfish caviar and black pepper. 

ROSEMARY AND SEA SALT 
SOURDOUGH 

Sourdough is the perfect texture for toasting 
and topping with seasonal treats. 

MAKES 1 LARGE LOAF 


300ml bottled mineral water 
10g fresh yeast 

650g organic strong white bread flour 
100g organic strong wholemeal flour, plus 
extra for dusting 

1 Viz tsp sea salt flakes 

2 tbsp olive oil, plus extra for oiling bowl 
2 tsp finely chopped fresh rosemary 
Around 225ml lukewarm water 

1 Make the starter 2 days ahead: put the 
mineral water in a jug, large enough for the 
starter to rise, and stir in the yeast. Add S50g 
of the white flour and mix to a smooth thick 
paste. Cover with a tea towel and leave to 
stand at room temperature for 48 hours, until 
frothy and bubbling. It is now ready for use. 

Z Put the remaining flours, salt, oil and 
rosemary in a bowl. Add S50g of the starter 
and the lukewarm water. Mix to a dough with 
a round-bladed knife, adding a dash more 
water if the dough is too dry. Turn out onto a 


worksurface dusted with flour and knead for 
10 minutes until smooth and elastic. 

3 Place the dough in a lightly oiled bowl, cover 
with clingfilm and leave to rise in a warm place 
for about 1 Vfe hours or until doubled in size. 

4 Shape the dough into a neat ball and place on 
a floured baking sheet, or put the dough in a 
round proving basket - we like the selection at 
Doves Farm. Cover loosely with a tea towel and 
leave to rise in a warm place until once again 
doubled in size, about 1 hour. 

5 Preheat the oven to 230°C/Fan S10°C/Gas 8. 
Place a roasting tin on the lower shelf of the 
oven and pour in Scm boiling water. If proving 
in a basket, invert the risen dough gently out 
onto a baking sheet. Place the baking sheet on 
the top shelf and bake for 30 minutes. Tap the 
base of the risen dough with your knuckles; 
it’ll soimd hollow when done. If necessary, bake 
a little longer keeping a close eye on the loaf. 

WILD MUSHROOM SOUP 

Use mixed wild mushrooms if you can to add a 
distinctively rich flavour to this creamy soup. 

SERVES 4 


25g butter 

1 large onion, finely chopped 

2 sticks of celery, chopped 

1 garlic clove, chopped 

600g mixed wild mushrooms or field 
mushrooms, roughly chopped 

2 tsp chopped thyme, plus extra to garnish 
750ml vegetable stock 

4-6 tbsp creme fraTche 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Warmed bread, to serve 

1 Melt the butter in a large saucepan and 
gently fry the chopped onion and celery for 
5 minutes to soften. Stir in the garlic and 
mushrooms and cook gently, stirring 
frequently for a further 5 minutes. 

Z Add the thyme and stock and bring to a 
gentle simmer. Cover the pan with a lid and 
cook for SO minutes. 

3 Blend the soup in a food processor or using 
an immersion blender. Stir in the creme fraiche 
and season to taste with salt and pepper. Ladle 
the soup into bowls, scatter with extra thyme 
and serve with the warmed bread. 
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Elderberry 

cordial 


Download your 
digital edition 
today: visit 
housetohome.co.uk/ 
digital-editions 


m'm. 
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NEVILLE JOHNSON 

BESPOKE FURNITURE HANDCRAFTED FOR LIFE 




omewhere luxurious to retreat and relax 


NEW 100 page brochure 

BUY NOW PAY IN 12 MONTHS* 

Celebrating British design 
& craftsman® trip 

Free local design service 

10 year guarantee 

Available throughout Europe 


Why settle for mediocre when you can have magnificent? 

For 30 years Neville Johnson have been using the finest materials and craftsmanship 
to create bespoke furniture with longevity and style, leaving you to lie back, relax, 
and indulge yourself in your sumptuous surroundings. 


CALL FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURE 

0161 873 8333 
nevillejohnson.co.uk/country 

CODE CHA65 


*Buy How inlE jncinlha. ikuinCfl uftBr 16 BvalaUs on [Tver £3.000 + VAT RnojKB sjbiect ta stHtuB. Apply. 9.9% APR R8pr£3€intatijv6. 


STUDIES 


BEDROOMS 


LOUNGES 


LIBRARIES 


HOME CINEMA 







GOOD TIMES, GOOD POOD 


CONFIX OF LAMB WITH 
MUSHROOMS 

Slow-cooked lamb and roast vegetables is 
superb with Autumn chutney (recipe, below). 

SERVES 6 


8 crushed juniper berries, 4 crushed garlic cloves, 
1 tbsp chopped thyme, 2 tsp sea salt flakes and 
1 tsp freshly ground black pepper, for the rub 

1 shoulder of lamb on the bone (about 2kg) 

2 onions, sliced 

1 medium butternut squash, cut into small chunks 
4 carrots, thickly sliced 

3 bay leaves 

400g mixed wild mushrooms, sliced if large 
Flat-leaf parsley, to garnish 

1 Preheat the oven to 200°C/Fan 180°C/Gas 6. 
Combine the first 5 ingredients and rub all 
over the lamb. Scatter the onion in a roasting 
tin and place lamb on top. Roast for 30 minutes. 
Reduce heat to 150°C/Fan 130°C/Gas S. Cover 
with foil and roast for 5 hours, until tender. 

8 Leave the lamb until cool enough to handle. 
Pour the juices and fat into a bowl, then skim 
off the fat and discard. Cut lamb into chunks. 

3 Increase oven to 180°C/Fan 160°C/Gas 4. Mix 
butternut, carrots and bay leaves in a dish and 
put lamb and onions on top. Stir in mushrooms 
and drizzle with juices. Cover with a lid and 
cook for IVs hours, until the vegetables are 
tender. Serve with chutney (see recipe, below). 

AUTUMN CHUTNEY 

This tangy fruit chutney is perfect with hearty 
casseroles, cold meats or cheese. 

MAKES 600G 


500g red plums, stoned 
1 large cooking apple, chopped 
1 onion, finely chopped 
20g fresh root ginger, chopped 
1 50ml white wine vinegar 
1 cinnamon stick 
100g caster sugar 

1 Place all the ingredients in a large pan, 
and cook gently, stirring often until the juices 
start to run. Continue cooking for about 
S5 minutes, until thick and pulpy. 

8 Spoon into sterilised jars and cover with 
lids. Keeps in the fridge for several months. 


ELDERBERRY CORDIAL 

Enjoy picking bunches of elderberries and 
turning them into this jewel-coloured drink. 

MAKES 500ML 


500g elderberries, thick stalks removed 
400g granulated or caster sugar 
Freshly squeezed juice of 1 lemon 

1 Place the elderberries in a pan, cover with 
cold water and bring to a gentle simmer. Cook 
over a low heat for 15 minutes, stirring now 
and again. Line a sieve with kitchen paper 
and rest it over a bowl. Strain the berries, 
squeezing as much juice as possible from pulp. 
8 Measure 500ml juice into the washed pan, 
then add the sugar. Heat gently until the 
sugar dissolves. Stir in the lemon juice. Leave 
to cool then pour into sterilised screw- or clip- 
topped bottles. Keeps for several months in the 
fridge. Serve diluted; add a splash to a glass of 
fizz; or make a hot toddy using boiling water. 

ROSE HIP JAM WITH 
HOMEMADE CRISPBREADS 

Rose hips, ripening in the hedgerows now, make 
a fragrant jam to complement artisan cheeses. 

SERVES 6 


For the jam 

3 tbsp lemon juice 

500g large rose hips, topped and tailed, 

halved and deseeded 

250g caster sugar 

1 vanilla pod, halved lengthways 

For the erispbreads 

1 25g rye flour, plus extra for dusting 

1 0Og plain white flour 

25g rye flakes, plus extra for dusting 

Vi tsp salt 

1 tsp fennel seeds, lightly crushed 
Vi tsp caraway seeds 
25g butter, cut into pieces 

1 Put the lemon juice and 6 tbsp water in 
a pan and tip in the rose hips. Cover and 
simmer very gently, stirring frequently, for 
about SO minutes, imtil tender. Add the sugar 
and vanilla pod and heat gently until sugar 
dissolves. Continue to cook for 10 minutes 
imtil syrupy. Remove pod. Transfer jam to 
sterilised screw- or [continues on page 1 60] » 
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Lawrence 



Y Call 

01473 826931 

FORA FREE 

L Brochure , 


ITISH LIGHTING 


LlGHl 


Experience the full range at www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 
Call: 01473 826931 Visit our showroom: The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ 



Chocolate tartlets with 
wild autumn berries » 





GOOD TIMES, GOOD POOD 


clip-topped preserving jars. Keeps in the 
fridge for up to 3 months. 

Z To make the crispbreads, preheat the oven 
to 180°C/Fan 160°C/Gas 4. Line S large 
baking sheets with baking parchment. Put 
both flours and the rye flakes in a bowl with 
the salt, seeds and butter. Rub in with your 
fingertips until the mixture resembles fine 
breadcrumbs. Stir in 150ml water and mix to 
a dough. Divide into 4 pieces and on a surface 
generously dusted with rye flour and rye flakes, 
roll out each wafer thin. You may find it easier 
to transfer 2 half -rolled pieces to each baking 
sheet and to finish rolling once positioned. 

3 Bake the crispbreads for S5-30 minutes 
until crisp, turning the pieces halfway 
through baking. Leave to cool and break into 
smaller pieces. Serve with the jam and cheese. 

CHOCOLATE TARTLETS WITH 
WILD AUTUMN BERRIES 

Spicy pastry cases hold a silky chocolate and 
autumn berry filling for a luscious dessert. 

MAKES 8 

For the pastry 

4 whole star anise 

75g golden caster sugar 

150g self-raising flour 

50g cornflour 

V 2 tsp ground mixed spice 

175g slightly salted butter, cut into pieces 

For the filling 

300g lingonberries (see cook's tip), blackberries, 
bilberries or similar, plus extra to decorate 

5 tbsp caster sugar 

150g plain chocolate, chopped 
250ml double cream 

1 Preheat the oven to 180°C/Fan 160°C/Gas 4. 
Break the star anise into pieces and place in 
a small grinder (an electric coffee grinder is 
ideal) with 4 tbsp of the sugar. Blend until 
finely ground. Tip the mixture into a food 
processor and add the remaining sugar, flour, 
cornflour, mixed spice and butter. Blend until 
the mixture forms a thick paste. 

Z Divide the paste into 8 even-sized pieces. 

Use each piece to line 8 individual 10-1 1cm 
tartlet tins, pressing the paste up the sides 


of the tins with your fingers. Push a circle 
of foil down into the centre of each tart to 
hold the paste in place during baking. Bake 
for SO minutes, then remove the foil. Bake 
for a further 5 minutes and leave to cool. 

3 Put the berries in a saucepan with 3 tbsp 
sugar and heat gently for a few minutes 
imtil the fruits have softened and turned 
pulpy. Leave to cool. 

4 Put the chocolate in a bowl. Put the 
remaining sugar in a saucepan with half the 
cream and heat gently until hot and bubbling 
aroimd the edges, but not boiling up. Pour 
over the chocolate and stir until the chocolate 
has melted. Stir in the remaining cream. 

5 Divide the berries between the cases and 
spoon the chocolate mixture on top. Leave in 
a cool place or the fridge, to firm up. Serve 
scattered with extra berries. 

Cook's tip Fresh lingonberries are in season 
in late summer and autumn, but are very 
difficult to find unless you live in the cooler 
areas of the United Kingdom, such as the 
Yorkshire Moors and Scotland. 






Mushroom picking has become popular 
again, but it's essential to exercise caution 
because eating the wrong thing could have 
fatal consequences. To improve your 
knowledge of which fungi to pick and which 
to avoid, a course is a good place to start. 


Foodforagingcourses.co.uk This online 
directory of courses from across the UK 
helps you find what's on offer in your 
local area through the seasons. 


River Cottage Explore the beautiful Devon 
and Dorset countryside with a day of fungi 
foraging, cooking and feasting at the River 
Cottage Cookery School, rivercottage.net. 


Wild Food UK Jo in this fungi-foraging team 
at various locations around the country, 
including in Surrey, Herefordshire and 
Hampshire, wildfooduk.com. 


NEXT MONTH DELICIOUS CHRISTMASSY BAKES 
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Made in Germany 



Adda BOOST 

to your cleaning 


Introducing the NEW 

SEBO X4 PET BOOST 

The SEBO X4 PET BOOST delivers 
outstanding cleaning day after day with 
ease. However, it has something special 
up its sleeve. For those situations where 
you want a bit more oomph to your 
cleaning, say stubborn pet hair, press 
the boost button on the SEBO X4 PET 
BOOST and it will give you a deeper clean 
and extra pile lifting power. 

The SEBO X4 PET BOOST. 

Tough on dirt. 



01494 465533 info@sebo.co.uk 




For a chance to win a SEBO vacuum 
cleaner, enter our monthly draw at: 

www.sebo.co.uk 


magazines 

Early Christmas gifts fromaCl4.99 

Because there’s no time nke the present... 

Christmas is coming, so start ticking off your gift list early. We’ve got an incredible range of over 50 top 
quality magazine subscriptions - and from just £14.99 a year, your pocket wili be thankful too. 





Hot properties, cool kitchens, country gardens 
■ if they’ve got a passion for all-things home, 


step inside. 


COLNTW HOMES j 4(5 m£S 






From fabulous high street fashion to celebrity style 
and beauty tips, we’ve got all the inspiration a 
woman needs. 


1 2 issues £27.99 

£55.00 Save £27 


12 issues £14.99 

£43.20 Save £28 


1 2 issues £20.99 

£40788 Save £19 


50 issues £44.99 

£57.20 Save £12 


1 2 issues £26.99 

£49.00 Save £22 


1 2 issues £29.99 

£59.00 Save £29 


1 2 issues £29.99 

£57.00 Save £27 


1 2 issues £28.49 

£52.20 Save £23 



From golf to cycling and sailing to gardening. 
Whatever they’re into, we’re onto it. 


Fuel their love of the great outdoors, with essential 
reads for hunting, eventing, fishing and countryside 
enthusiasts. 


1 3 issues £38.99 

£61.10 Save £22 


1 2 issues £38.49 

£58.17 Save £19 


1 3 issues £39.99 

£50700 Save £19 


1 3 issues £42.99 

£64775 Save £18 


1 2 issues £38.99 

£58.17 Save £19 


51 issues £124.99 

£170.00 Save £45 


52 issues £94.99 

£145.20 Save £50 


1 2 issues £32.99 

£46700 Save £13 




Exclusive for 
subscribers 


5o titles to choose frova 






vne 


Every month enjoy new offers, giveaways and prizes 
included FREE with your subscription. Plus, access to ' 
the digital version for iPad and iPhone* - with all of this 
your subscription will pay for itself in no time. 

View all Rewards at niymagazinerewards.co.uk 


O Subscribe online at A 0330 333 4555 

magazinesdirect.com/FFD5 ^ Quote code: FFD5 

7 days a week from Sam to 9pm (UK time) 



Complete 
the coupon 
below 




Complete this coupon and send to: FREEPOST RTKA-YLJG-HAAK, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Rockwood House, 9-16 Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath RH163DH (no stamp needed -uk only) 


Your details J I would like to send a gift to: J Choose from 2 easy ways to pay: 


Please also fill out ‘Your Details' opposite. To give more than one subscription, please 3 cheque/postal order made payable to Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, for £ 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss: Forename: supply address details on a separate sheet. 


Surname: 

If you would like to receive emails from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd containing news, special offers, product and service information and, 
occasionally, take part in our magazine research via email, please include your email below. 


Email: 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Home Tel No: (inc.areacode) 

If you would you like to receive messages from I ime Inc. (UK) Ltd containing news, special offers, product and servici 

information and, occasionally, take part in our magazine research via your mobile, please include your mobile phone 
number below. 


Mobile No. 


Magazine title: 


£ 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss: Forename: 


Surname: 


Address: 


2. Please debit £ from my: 

□Visa JVIsa Debit □MasterCard JAmex □Maestro 
Card No: 


Start Date (Maestro only): 



Issue No.(Maestro only): 


Expiry Date: 


JL 


J 


Postcode: 


Magazine title: 

£ 


Total order amount: £ 


Signatu re: Date: 

(I am over 18) 

A Christmas card will be sent to all gift orders received by 1 1th 
December 2015 (either by email or post) so that you can send it 
on to the recipient before Christmas, if you supply an email address your 
order will be acknowledged by email and you will be given the option to download 
a Christmas card or request one by post. If you do not supply an email address you 
will automatically be sent a postal Christmas card. 


Offer open to new UK subscribers only. Final closing date for all orders is 2nd February 2016. Orders purchased as a gift before the 11th December 2015 will start with the February 2016 issue published in January. All weekly titles will begin with the first available issue in January. All gift orders purchased after this date will begin with the 
first available issue. If you would like your gift subscription to start with an earlier issue please contact customer services on +44 (0)330 333 0233. Orders purchased for yourself will start with the next available issue - please allow up to 6 weeks for delivery. The full subscription rate is for 1 year and includes postage and packaging. If the 
magazine ordered changes frequency per annum, we will honour the number of issues paid far, not the term of the subscription. For enquiries and overseas rates contact magazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com or call +44 (0) 330 333 0233. For full terms and conditions visit www.magazinesdirect.com/terms. * The digital version comes 
free with the print edition of your subscription and is available strictly on a trial basis. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd reserves the right to withdraw free access to the digital version at any time. The Rewards scheme is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, free of charge. Digital subscribers also get access 
as long as the subscription has been purchased directly through the publishers at magazinesdirect.com. Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your order. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask 
your opinion on our magazines and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd □. . Time Inc. (UK) Ltd may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so that they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to promoting and researching their products and _ _ ^ _ 

services. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted □. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to send messages to your mobile with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products and services. If you want to receive messages please tick here Time Inc. (UK) Ltd T l" UO 

would like to email you with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products and services. If you want to receive these messages please tick here □. 












THIS MONTH’S OFFERS FROM 

COUNTRY HOMES 

8c INTERIORS 


^NLY 
^ 219-95 
per person 


In search of the Northern Lights 


Take to the skies on an evening excursion by air with expert astronomers 



Make a wonderful flight through a 
star-studded sky and hear about 
folklore legends in a quest to see the 
Northern Lights*, one of the most 
spectacular natural phenomena. Our 
guest astronomers will guide you 
through the crystal-clear winter sky as 
we take up our holding pattern north of 
the Shetland Isles. 

Selected dates from November 
2015 to March 2016. Price includes: 


^ Pre-flight illustrated presentation by 
guest astronomers. 

^ Flight to the stars of approximately 
3 hours, from 18 regional airports - 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Newcastle, 
Teesside, Humberside, Leeds, 
Manchester, Doncaster, East Midlands, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Norwich, 
Southend, Stansted, Luton, Gatwick, 
Bournemouth and Exeter. 

^ Light refreshments on board. 


To book 

Call 01524 37500 quoting TINCio, 
or visit omega-holidays.com/TINCio 

*The Northern Lights are natural phenomena that cannot be guaranteed to occur during 
our flight, although they have been visible on many previous outings. Our guest astronomer 
advises at least an 80% chance of a sighting. Offer operated and subject to the booking 
conditions of Omega Holidays, ATOL 6081 , a company wholly independent of Country 
Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 


Fragrant winter box 



Let this glossy evergreen shrub scent your garden all through the coldest months 




SEND YOUR ORDER FORM TO 

Country Homes & Interiors Fragrant Winter Box Reader Offer, 
PO Box 2020, Pershore WR1 0 9BP 


COUNTRY HOMES 

& INTERIORS 


Please send me the following: | 

Price 

Ouantity 

1 Subtotal 

RCCH1 5-44PTSW01 Sarcococca hookeriana 'Winter Gem' j 

£14 

1 

■ £ 

RCCH1 5-44PTSW03 Sarcococca hookeriana 'Winter Gem' (HALF PRICE)! 

£21 

3 

£ 

1 enclose a cheque (made payable to Hayloft Plants) for £ 

p&p 

Total 

FREE 

1 £ 


OR please debit my Mastercard O Visa I J Maestro □ Card expiry date / Valid from / 
Card number □□□ □ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Q ■ ' '(Maestro only). Security code ! L ! I 

Name (Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr) _ _ ... _ _ 

Address (BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Postcode 

Email Daytime telephone no 

Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will collect your personal information to process your order and alert 
you of news, new products, services and offers available from Country Homes & Interiors and from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. You can 
unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email, and from SMS by following the instructions in the SMS. 
Please tick here □ if you prefer not to be contacted by phone or post. 


Fill the winter air with the intoxicating, 
heady fragrance of Sarcococca 
hookeriana 'Winter Gem'. This compact, 
hardy evergreen shrub is smothered in 
small white scented flowers during winter, 
each one emerging from a deep-red bud, 
blooming right through spring until April. 
Eventual height 60cm and spread 45cm. 

Supplied in 9cm pots. 


How to order 

By post Complete the coupon above Online Visit hayloftplants.co.uk/ROGH15 
By phone Gall 01386 426245 quoting ROGH15-44 

All plants will be despatched in 14 days. Online orders will receive an order acknowledgement via email 
with approximate delivery date. Offer closes 30 December 201 5. Your contract of goods is with Hayloft 
Plants, a company wholly independent of Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 
Country Homes & Interiors will collect your personal information to process your order and alert you of 
news, new products, services and offers available from Country Homes & Interiors and from Time Inc. (UK) 
Ltd by email, phone and post. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe within the email. 








NEXT MONTH IN 


COUNTRY HOMES 

& INTERIORS 

* 



• Let’s decorate - ideas and inspiration from wreaths to table settings 
• All roads lead home! Step inside festive, rustic and homely houses 
• Deliciously Christmassy cakes and bakes • Just-for-you gifts 


ON SALE 29 OCTOBER 





THIS MONTH’S OFFERS FROM 

COUNTRY HOMES 

& INTERIORS 

Luxury goose feather and I Luxury goose feather and 
down combination duvets I goose down pillows 



From only £79.99 (plus £3.95 p&p) 


From only £14.99 (plus £3.95 p&p) 
Was £29.99 



The all-seasons duvet from Starry Night has an 85% premium 
goose feather and 15% goose down filling, resulting in an 
incredibly warm duvet without the excess weight. 

Each set includes a 4.5-tog and a 9-tog duvet, which can be used 
separately in spring, summer and autumn. The duvets can be joined 
using press studs to form a 1 3.5-tog duvet, perfect for cold winter 
nights. Available in Single, Double, King and Super King sizes. 


Make sure you enjoy a blissful night's sleep by adding some 
pillows to your order. Choose from two options: our feather 
pillows, filled with the highest quality goose feather are just £14.99 
each; or our goose down pillows, which feature an innovative three 
layer structure for perfect comfort. The two outer layers are made 
up of 70% goose down and 30% goose feather and surround a 
central core of 1 00% goose feather, just £29.99 each. 


ITEM 

CODE 

WAS 

PRICE 

SAVE 

Single duvets 

D5465 

£d^9799 

£79.99 

£50 

Double duvets 

D5466 

£^-49t99 

£119.99 

£30 

King duvets 

D5467 

£179.99 

£139.99 

£40 

S/King duvets 

D5974 

£199.99 

£149.99 

£50 


ITEM 

CODE 

WAS 

PRICE 

SAVE 

Goose feather pillow 

D5464 

£29.99 

£14.99 

£15 

Goose down pillow 

D7464 

£39.99 

£29.99 

£10 


How to order 

By phone Call 0871 911 7011* quoting 53730 Online Visit Clifford james.co.uk/53730 By post Complete the coupon below 


SEND YOUR ORDER FORM TO Country Homes & Interiors Offer 53730, PO Box 87, Brecon LD3 3BE 


Please send me the following: 

Code 

Price 

Quantity 

Sub total 





£ 





£ 





£ 

1 enclose a cheque made payable to BVG Airflo (No cash please) for £ 


p&p 

£3.95 

Please write your name and address on the back of your cheque 

Grand total 

£ 


Name (Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr) 

Address (BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Postcode 

Email Daytime telephone no 

Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your order and alert you of news, 
new products, services and offers available from Country Homes & Interiors and from Time Inc by email, phone and post. You can unsubscribe 
from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted by phone or post D 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company's access charge. P&P is £3.95 per order. 'Was' pricing refers to original selling prices offered on 
promoter's website cjoffers.co.uk, and in its retail store between 22 June 201 5 and 22 September 201 5. Offer subject to availability and open to UK mainland only. Please allow 7 working 
days for delivery. Return faulty/unused goods in resealed original packaging for a refund or replacement within 30 days. Please note that postage is not refunded on unsuitable items or 
cancelled orders. Cards will be charged by, and your contract for supply of goods, is with BVG Airflo, a company wholly independent of Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. 
(UK) Ltd. Country Homes & Interiors, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will collect your personal information to process your order and alert you of news, new products, services and offers 
available from Country Homes & Interiors and from Time Inc. by email, phone and post. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. 









MY COUNTRY BUSINESS 





MY QUIRKY COUNTRY 
PUB IS A REAL FEAST 
FOR THE SENSES’ 


cmwc 




I t’s known locally as “the flowery little 
pub” and the interiors are a real 
talking point,’ says Audrey Bardsley, 
owner of eclectic country pub The Black 
Swan, located in a rural hamlet in the 
pretty Cheshire countryside. This is a pub 
that has character by the spadeful - along 
with a quaint and historic exterior, the 
colourful country-cottage interior boasts 
the real fires that are intrinsic to a rural 
inn, as well as designer fabrics and 
wallpapers, Farrow & Ball paint, plus a 
wealth of unusual antique and auction- 
room finds. With a reputation for serving 
delicious food and real ale (it offers four 
cask ales, all from local micro breweries), 
it’s become a magnet for the local 
community and visitors alike. 

Audrey’s route to becoming a publican 
was slightly unconventional. Having taken 
a politics degree, followed by a law degree, 
she next trained to be a solicitor. She 
was running her own business, when in 
S003 a hotel in the Lake District called 
The Swan was handed down through the 


family to her. Tt was a steep learning 
curve,’ she admits. 

At the time she had two very young 
daughters, Ottilie, now 15, and Coco, 
now 11. ‘Having children had an impact 
on what I wanted to do with the hotel. 

I wanted to create somewhere that I could 
take the children, so I modelled it on 
what I would want.’ Renovation work was 
carried out and, just when it was finished, 
floods hit Cumbria and the hotel was 
closed for eight months while much of 
the work was redone. 

Then, in SO IS, The Black Swan came 
into Audrey’s life. ‘I went for a walk with 
friends on Boxing Day and ended up at 
the pub and I just fell in love with it. 

It’s a lovely old building and in a very 
beautiful spot. When I found out it was 
for sale, I thought it would be lovely to 
replicate what I’d done at The Swan.’ 

Inside, the pub had been renovated with 
a modern design. ‘A lot of character had 
been removed,’ says Audrey, ‘so we spent 
six months ripping it to bits and trying » 
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‘SEEING PEOPLE’S EACES WHEN THEY COME INTO THE PUB EOR 
THE EIRST TIME. THEIR EYES DART AROUND TAKING IT ALL IN’ 


to put back some of the character. We built 
an inglenook fireplace and opened up the 
other fires. We also exposed original 
beams that had been boxed in.’ 

Audrey has a passion for interior design, 
so had a very definite vision of how the 
pub should look. ‘I wanted it to be light, 
airy and fresh - and to reflect the 
countryside - so we incorporated tweeds, 
hunting scenes and antlers. It’s feminine 
but a country pub at its heart. I was keen 
for it to represent what we’re about - 
somewhere that’s comfy, cosy and homely’ 

Having learned a lot from renovating 
The Swan twice, Audrey knew she wanted 
an eclectic, modern country look inspired 
by her travels. T love Designers Guild 
fabrics and I also wanted to incorporate 
Ralph Lauren and Anna French designs, 
as well as Lewis 8e Wood and Gath Kidston 
wallcoverings.’ Dotted around the pub. 


accessories include amazing antique and 
auction room buys. The place certainly 
lives up to its motto, painted on the 
exterior, ‘a country pub with taste’. The 
new look has received a positive reaction, 
and the pub has become a meeting place 
for the surrounding farming community. 
‘Locals still flock here,’ says Audrey. ‘The 
men were surprisingly receptive! They 
come and sit in their overalls on the 
flowery Ralph Lauren bar stools.’ 

The pub also prides itself on its 
reputation for good food. ‘We’re real 
foodies and we wanted to create high- 
quality unpretentious dishes made from 
local ingredients. We have a wood-fired 
outdoor pizza oven where all sorts of food, 
as well as pizza, is cooked,’ says Audrey. 

As well as dinner, people come in at all 
times of day. ‘We have ladies who lunch 
and we also do morning coffee with cake 
and afternoon tea. We host shoot lunches, 
too, when everyone comes in wearing 
breeches, and organise hunt lunches and 
breakfasts. The camera and book clubs also 
meet here.’ There’s plenty of room for social 
gatherings - upstairs there’s a space for 
private dining, as well as a meeting room. 

A typical day for Audrey involves 
meeting the chefs, checking the dishes and 
the specials, and finding out from the staff 
what’s selling well and about any special 
occasions coming up. ‘Then I’ll check that 
the pub looks tidy and fresh, and that 
the fires are lit. There are always new 
challenges and running a pub and a hotel 
are very different. The pub is more intense 
because it’s smaller and you have your 
regulars, rather than a transient clientele. 

‘The Black Swan is almost an extension 
of my home as I go there with friends and 
enjoy it. We take the dogs and the children 
and when we walk in and the fires are 
gleaming, it’s cosy and welcoming. It’s one 
of those places that makes you feel happy’ 
@ The Black Swan, Lower Withington, 
Cheshire SKll 9EQ, 01477 571770, 
hlackswancheshire.com. » 
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ON MY DOORSTEP, 

Visit,..'Ro6e Hall Farmers' 
Market (01 270 8741 01, 
rodehallfarmersmarket.co.uk) at 
Scholar Green on the first Saturday 
of every month for a fantastic 
array of local produce.' 

Shopat...'l\ni\a (01625 586399) 
in Alderley Edge - it's an 
independent womenswear shop 
that has a gorgeous selection of 
clothes and accessories.' 

Goforamealat... 'The Black 
Swan (01477 571770, 
blackswancheshire.com), of course! 
Walk along the footpath opposite 
the pub, then reward yourself with 
Sunday lunch after.' 
















Part of The Black 
Swan's marketing 
(centre right) is a 
local circular walk 
that takes you around 
the edges of fields 
and farmland. 



FEATURE VIVIENNE AYERS PHOTOGRAPHS POLLY ELTES 


MY COUNTRY BUSINESS 




HOW TO STYLE YOUR BRAND 


Follow our guide to creating a distinctive Identity with personality 




The Black Swan has a very 
individual personality and Audrey 
Bardsley has worked hard to create an 
appealing interior, using colour, pattern 
and typography, as well as an attractive 
exterior that has masses of kerb appeal. 
Brand identity is important because 
it will get you noticed, and The Black 
Swan has done this very successfully. 

'I would go miles now to visit this pub,' 
says Fiona Humberstone, branding 
expert and author of How to Style Your 
Brand: Everything You Need to Know 
to Create a Distinctive Brand Identity. 
'Brand styling is about emphasising 
your best assets and creating a 
cohesive and compelling look. It's 
about telling a story, evoking the 
senses and captivating your clients. By 
combining the right balance of colour, 
type, illustration and photography, 
you'll create a brand identity that's 
authentically and distinctively you. 
Focus on what makes you different - 
your brand identity communicates what 
makes you special. First impressions 
count. The Black Swan has made a real 
effort with the interior so you imagine 
that the food is going to be amazing, 
too. People judge you, and they 
especially judge a business - brand 
identity helps you stand out.' Fiona's 
advice on brand styling includes: 

Be focused. 'Think about the message 
you want to communicate. What the 


business is about, what makes you 
unique, who your clients are, what you 
want to be known for, how you want to 
come across [you can download free 
resources to help from Fiona's website 
thebrand-stylist.com]. Start off by being 
focused - otherwise everything else 
becomes harder later on.' 

Find inspiration. 'Look at things that 
inspire you, for example, on Pinterest, in 
magazines, even in your local area. Take 
photos and compile a scrapbook. Work 
out why you like things and how you 
can bring that into your own brand.' 

Understand how colour psychology 
works as it's your secret weapon. 

'Branding is subjective and colour 
psychology brings a level of objectivity 
to it. It helps you turn a set of words 
into colours, patterns, textures, tones 
and shapes, and pulling together the 
right ones sends out the right signals. 
There are four main seasons with very 
distinctive personalities that provide 
the basis for selecting colour, texture, 
pattern and other brand styling 
elements. Work out what season your 
brand is because each one has its own 
characteristics, then you can pick 
colours that say the right things about 
your brand - for instance, spring is light, 
summer is muted, autumn is warm and 
winter clear, intense and cool. When 
you've finalised your inspiration board. 


you'll have an idea how the brand 
is going to look and feel. It will be 
a springboard for your ideas and 
the starting point for the fonts, 
photography and colour palette you 
use. Think about whether you want to 
do it yourself or outsource it. Have you 
got the time and do you want to do it? 

If you work with a designer, see whether 
their portfolio reflects what your 
moodboard looks like and whether 
you are on the same wavelength.' 

Take another step back. 'If you're 
rebranding your current business, 
evaluate what needs changing. Lay 
everything out and think, is this sending 
out the message I want? How does it 
compare to my moodboard? What do 
I keep and what do I need to change?' 

Be analytical at every stage and 
rely on your gut feeling. 'Always ask 
yourself, do I like it and what does it 
say about my business?' Finally, advises 
Fiona, when you are reviewing creative 
work ask yourself five questions: 

How does each element meet the 
brief? Does this reflect what I set out 
to achieve? Does it look cohesive? 

Does it feel right? Am I proud of it? 
How to Style Your Brand: 

Everything You Need to Know 
to Create a Distinctive Brand 
identity (£20, Copper Beech) 
by Fiona Humberstone. 



AS AN INDEPENDENT BUSINESS WE CAN HAVE THE FREEDOM TO DEVELOP 
OUR OWN UNIQUE STYLE AND MAKE OUR OWN DECISIONS’ 


NEXT MONTH CHRISTMAS BAUBLE MAKER 
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MONTPELIER 


rooms • ORANGEaii-- - WiK&CrWS * Bi-fOLOS 


Garden Rooms, Orangeries, Windows & Bi-Folds 

Call: 01384 279933 - Email: info@moiitpelierjoinery.com - Visit: www.montpelierjoinery.com 




Vj^LIAN 

* Fireside Accessories 


For all your 

fireside needs.,. 


The new Ventum 
range of stove fans 
available now 


Available from all good stove retailers & online 


www.valiantfireside.com 

enquiries@valiantfireside.com 


( 01763 ) 284 184 



Wroiighl Iron and Brass Bed Co. 

* fSyft. • Marui Matlc iri Kii^land 

A lamily r<iin]>niJiyp wlicrc all our Ix'ds are haiiil 
made cuid c'oj]r% vvidi a lirelinie giutnintee. 

0M8,).)42,')1() 


\uv3 v.wTt iiiglitiroiiant IhrassI )ccl . c( ).uk 










DIRECTORY 


YOU’LL FIND ALL THE COMPANIES IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE HERE 



A ADVENTINO 01529 307812 
adventino.co.uk 
ALESSI 020 7518 9090 
alessi.co.uk 
ALOFT aloft .co.uk 
AMARA 0800 587 7645 amara.com 
ANGIE LEWIN angielewin .co.uk 
ANJO 07769 647333 
anjohome. co.uk 

ANOTHER COUNTRY 020 7486 
3251 anothercountry.conn 
ARGOS 0345 640 2020 argos.co.uk 
ARTICHOKE 01934 745270 
artichoke-ltd. com 
AUTHENTIC RECLAMATION 
01580 201258 
authentic-reclamation.co.uk 
AYERS & GRACES 01 582 536760 
ayersandgraces.com 

B BAKER & BELL 01 962 841 1 00 
bakerandbell.com 
BATHSTORE 0330 024 0825 
bathstore.com 
BEDSTEADS 01 275 4641 1 4 
bedsteads-uk.co.uk 
BELICO 01 778 560306 belico.co.uk 
BOSCH 0344 892 8979 
bosch-home.co.uk 
BREWERS 01 323 41 1080 
brewers.co.uk 

BRICKETT DAVDA 01273 41 4765 

brickettdavda.com 

BRINTONS 0800 505055 

brintons.co.uk 

BRITISH STANDARD BY 

PLAIN ENGLISH 020 7870 7688 

britishstandardcupboards.co.uk 

BRONTE BY MOON 

01943 873181 brontebymoon.co.uk 

BURLEIGH 01773 740740 

burleigh.co.uk 

BURLINGTON 0845 539 0055 
burlingtonbathrooms.com 

/O CABBAGES & ROSES 

W020 7352 7333 
cabbagesandroses.com 

CAMPBELL & CORNELL 

campbell-cornell.com 

CAROLINE GARDNER 

020 8288 9696 carolinegardner.com 

CATCHPOLE & RYE 020 7351 0940 

catchpoleandrye.com 

CATH KIDSTON 0845 026 2440 

cathkidston.com 

CELTIC & CO 0844 557 8877 

celticandco.co.uk 

CHRISTY 0845 758 5252 

christy-towels.com 

CLARKE & CLARKE 01 706 24201 0 

clarke-clarke.com 

CLOTH & CLOVER 020 701 3 0847 

clothandclover.com 

COAST & COUNTRY INTERIORS 

01288 488476 

coastandcountryinteriors.co.uk 
COLE & SON 020 7376 4628 
cole-and-son.com 


COLEFAXAND FOWLER 

020 7244 7427 colefax.com 

CONTENT BY TERENCE CONRAN 

020 8150 8380 
contentbyterenceconran.com 

COTTONTAILS BABY 

01531 640886 cottontailsbaby.co.uk 
COX & COX 0844 858 0744 
coxandcox.co.uk 

CROWN FRENCH FURNITURE 0115 
837 4024 crownfrenchfurniture.co.uk 
CRUCIAL TRADING 01562 743747 
crucial-trading.com 

D D byford & SONS 

01206 210241 byfords.co.uk 
DFS 0800 1 1 0 5000 dfs.co.uk 
DASSIE 01290 21 1147 
dassie.co.uk 

DEE PUDDY 01 794 323020 

deepuddy.co.uk 

DE LE CUONA 01 753 830301 

delecuona.co.uk 

DEVOL01509 261000 

devolkitchens.co.uk 

DIBOR 0800 408 0660 dibor.co.uk 

DIPTYQUE 0800 840 001 0 

diptyqueparis.co.uk 

DOTCOMGIFTSHOP 020 8746 2473 

dotcomgiftshop.com 

DOVES FARM 01488 684880 

dovesfarm.co.uk 

DUNELM 0345 1 65 6565 dunelm.com 

DUPERE DESIGN 01 548 831693 
duperedesign.com 


EARTHBORN 01928 734171 
earthbornpaints.co.uk 
EAST2EDEN 01440 704774 
east2eden.co.uk 
EBAY ebay.co.uk 
EMILY BOND 0117 376 3067 
emilybond.co.uk 
ERCOL 01 844 271 800 ercol.com 

F FARROW & BALL 

01202 876141 farrow-ball.com 

FERMOIE 

01 672 513723 fermoie.com 

FIREBELLY STOVES 

01422 375582 
firebellystoves.com 

FISH & PIPS 

0845 474 1054fishandpips.co.uk 

FLORRIE & BILL 

01 530 481 798 florrieandbill.com 

FRONTLINE BATHROOMS 

0845 470 2424 
frontlinebathrooms.co.uk 

G GARDEN TRADING 

0845 608 4448 
gardentrading.co.uk 

GEORGE HOME 

0800 952 3003 george.com 

GORENJE 

020 8247 3980 
gorenje.co.uk 

GRAHAM AND GREEN 

020 8987 3700 
grahamandgreen.co.uk 


H h&m home 

0344 736 9000 hm.com 
HABITAT 0344 499 1 1 1 1 
habitat.co.uk 

HEDGEHOG 020 8964 9331 
hedgehogshop.co.uk 
HOBBYCRAFT 0330 026 1400 
hobbycraft.co.uk 
HOMEBASE 0345 077 8888 
homebase.co.uk 
HOMESENSE 01 923 473561 
homesense.com 
HOOVER 0344 499 5599 
hoover.co.uk 

HOUSE OF FRASER 0345 602 1 073 

houseoffraser.co.uk 

HOWKAPOW 01 1 7 942 4000 

howkapow.com 

HUMBLE 01 18 932 6121 

humbleproducts.com 

TIAN MANKIN 020 7722 0997 

JL ianmankin.co.uk 

IKEA 020 3645 0000 ikea.co.uk 

I LOVE PRODUCE CANDLES 

iloveproducecandles.co.uk 
INDIA JANE 020 8799 7166 
indiajane.co.uk 

TJALI 01227 833333 jali.co.uk 
eJ JANE EASTWOOD 

07526 238703 

janeeastwooddesign.com 

JANE MEANS 01 522 522544 

janemeans.com 

JEWSON 0800 1 97 6848 

jewsonkitchens.co.uk 

JIM LAWRENCE 01473 826685 

jim-lawrence.co.uk 

JOHN LEWIS 0345 604 9049 

johnlewis.com 

JOHN LEWIS OF HUNGERFORD 

0700 278 4726 john-lewis.co.uk 

JOHNSTONS OF ELGIN 01343 
554040 johnstonscashmere.com 

T LABOUR AND WAIT 

J_J020 7729 6253 
labourandwait.co.uk 

LAURA ASHLEY 0333 200 8009 
lauraashley.com 

LIBERTY 020 7734 1234 liberty.co.uk 

LIFE OF RILEY 01 799 551871 
lifeofrileyonline.co.uk 
LILLY LORAY 01 788 486001 
lillyloray.com 

LINWOOD01425 461176 
linwoodfabric.com 

LITTLE GREENE 0845 880 5855 

littlegreene.com 

LOAF 0845 468 0698 loaf.com 

LUDLOW FOOD FESTIVAL 

01584 873957 foodfestival.co.uk 

M MANDARIN STONE 

01600 715444 
mandarinstone.com 

MARQUIS & DAWE 01 925 76761 1 
marquisanddawe.co.uk » 
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MATLOCK ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES 01629 760808 
matlockantiques.co.uk 

MERRICK & DAY 01 652 648814 
merrick-day.com 
MIAFLEUR0116 298 6393 
miafleur.com 

MIDDLETON BESPOKE 

01403 864446 

middleton-bespoke. co.uk 

MIELE 0330 160 6600 miele.co.uk 

MOON 01943 873181 moons.co.uk 

MORRIS & CO 0844 543 9500 

william-morris.co.uk 

MORS0 01 788 55441 0 morso.co.uk 

MULTIYORK 0333 358 3567 

multiyork.co.uk 

MURDOCH BOOKS 

murdochbooks.co.uk 

MURMUR 0845 603 0861 

murmur.co.uk 

MYLANDS 020 8670 9161 

mylands.co.uk 

N NATIONAL TRUST SHOP 

0300 123 2025 
nationaltrust.org.uk/shop 
NATUREPRO 01925 860999 
natureproinsulation.co.uk 
NEPTUNE 01 793 427450 
neptune.com 

NEWARK ANTIQUES FAIR 

01636 702326iacf.co.uk 
NEXT 0333 111 8000 next.co.uk 
NKUKU 01803 866847 nkuku.com 

NORDIC HOUSE 01 872 223220 
nordichouse.co.uk 
NORPAR BARNS 01277 374968 
norpar.co.uk 

NORTHFIELD PRIMITIVES AT ETSY 

etsy.com/uk/people/ 
northfield primitives 

NOT ON THE HIGH STREET 0345 
259 1359 notonthehighstreet.com 

0 OHH DEER 01509 812075 
ohhdeer.com 

OUT THERE INTERIORS 020 8099 
7443 outthereinteriors.com 

P PHILIP MORRIS & SON 

01432 377089 
philipmorrisdirect.co.uk 
PODESTA 01 494 677770 
podesta.uk.com 
POETRY 0330 333 9584 
poetryfashion.co.uk 
POOKY020 7351 3003 pooky.com 
PORTOBELLO ROAD MARKET 
portobelloroad.co.uk 
PRE-EMINENCE OF MATLOCK 
01629 760230 pre-eminence. co.uk 
PRESTAT 020 8961 8555 
prestat.co.uk 

QUICK-STEP 0844 81 1 8287 
quick-step.co.uk 

R RALPH LAUREN HOME 

020 3450 7750 
ralphlaurenhome.com 


RE 01 434 634567 
re-foundobjects.com 
RENCRAFT 01 732 762682 
rencraft.co.uk 

RIGBY & MAC 020 8761 1011 
rigbyandmac.com 
ROOMS WITH A VIEW 

01379 640220 
roomswithaview.co.uk 
ROWEN &WREN 01276 451077 
rowenandwren.co.uk 

S ST EVAL CANDLE COMPANY 

01841 540870 
stevalcandlecompany.co.uk 

ST JUDE'S FABRICS 01603 662951 

stjudesfabrics.co.uk 

SAINSBURY'S 0800 328 1 700 

sainsburys.co.uk 

SANDERSON 0844 543 9500 

sanderson-uk.com 

SCOTLAND SHOP 01 890 860770 

scotlandshop.com 

SMITHERS OF STAMFORD 01 780 

435060 smithersofstamford.com 

SOFA.COM 0345 400 2222 

sofa.com 

SOFAS & STUFF 0808 1 78 321 1 

sofasandstuff.com 

SOPHIE CONRAN 020 7603 1 522 

sophieconran.com 

SPARROWANDCO0141 423 7638 

sparrowandco.com 

STOVES ONLINE 0845 226 5754 

stovesonline.co.uk 

STRETTON ANTIQUES MARKET 

01694 723718 churchstretton.co.uk 

SUKI CHEEMA 

sukicheema.com 


SUNBURY ANTIQUES MARKET 

01 932 230946 sunburyantiques.com 

SUSIE WATSON DESIGNS 

0844 980 8185 
susiewatsondesigns.co.uk 

T TESCO direct 0800 323 4050 
tesco.com/direct 

THE ALBION BATH COMPANY 

01255 831605 albionbathco.com 

THE BOTTLE & GLASS 

01694 751252 
thebottleandglass.co.uk 

THE CAST IRON BATH COMPANY 

01723 585896 castironbath.co.uk 

THE COTSWOLD COMPANY 

0333 200 1 725 cotswoldco.com 

THE DORMY HOUSE 01264 365808 

thedormyhouse.com 

THE FRENCH DEPOT 01424 423703 

thefrenchdepot.com 

THE FRENCH HOUSE, LONDON 

AND YORK 020 7371 7573 

thefrenchhouse.co.uk 

THE FURNITURE BARN 

01 858 41 41 80 furniture-barn.co.uk 

THE GRIMSBY FISH COMPANY 

01472 488707 

thegrimsbyfishcompany.co.uk 

THE LINEN WORKS 020 3744 1 020 

thelinenworks.co.uk 

THE NATURAL CURTAIN 

COMPANY 0333 222 021 7 

naturalcurtaincompany.co.uk 

THE NATURAL WOOD FLOOR 

COMPANY 020 8871 9771 

naturalwoodfloor.co.uk 

THE OLD CINEMA 020 8995 41 66 

theoldcinema.co.uk 


THE PAPER PARTNERSHIP 

01342 810357 
thepaperpartnership.co.uk 

THE SCANDINAVIAN SHOP 

01436 673623 
scandinavianshop.co.uk 

THE VINTAGE GARDENER 

thevintagegardener.com 

THE WHITE COMPANY 

020 3758 9222 
thewhitecompany.com 

THOMPSON & MORGAN 

0844 573 1818 
thompson-morgan.com 
TITCHMARSH & GOODWIN 

01473 252158 
titchmarsh-goodwin.co.uk 
TOAST 0333 400 5200 toa.st 
TOPLINE 01 865 880799 
toplinefurniture.co.uk 

T TVAN DOESBURG'S 

V 01694 722867 
vandoesburgs.co.uk 
VANESSA ARBUTHNOTT 

01285 831437 
vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk 
VELVET RIBBON velvetribbon.co.uk 
VERY 0844 822 2321 very.co.uk 

VICTORIA & ALBERT 

020 7351 4378vandabaths.com 
VILLA NOVA 01 623 756699 
villanova.co.uk 

VILLEROY&BOCH 020 8871 4028 
villeroy-boch.co.uk 

VINCENT SHEPPARD 

00 32 5646 1111 vincentsheppard.com 
VOLGA LINEN 01 728 635020 
volgalinen.co.uk 
VOYAGE 01 41 641 1700 
voyagedecoration.com 

W WATER LANE WORKSHOPS 

07770 988455 
waterlaneworkshops.co.uk 
WAYFAIR 0800 1 69 0423 
wayfair.co.uk 

WEDGWOOD 01 782 2041 41 

wedgwood.co.uk 

WHIRLPOOL 0344 815 8989 

whirlpool.co.uk 

WHITE STUFF 020 3752 5360 

whitestuff.com 

WILD & WOLF 01 225 789909 
wildandwolf.com 

WILLIAM HOLLAND 01 305 251 930 

williamholland.com 

WILLOW & STONE 01 326 31 1 388 

willowandstone.co.uk 

WORKTOP EXPRESS 

0345 222 2644 
worktop-express.co.uk 

WORLD OF FELCO 

020 8829 8850 worldoffelco.co.uk 

^YEOMAN STOVES 

1 01392 474500 
yeomanstoves.co.uk 

Z ZOFFANY 

0844 543 4600 zoffany.com 
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www.lacknche.co.uk 


info@fidef.co.uk 


01202733011 
LACANCHE, BURGUNDY, FRANCE SINCEU796 



David Thornber 



‘Personalised, handmade, forever-loved furniture’ 

Creativity is hiding at the end of every chisel, under every plane, 
and behind the pages of each design; the essence of individually 
crafted pieces that can be tailored to suit your personality 


Services We Offer 

Farrow & Ball paint colours • Bespoke design service 
Free delivery • Handmade in our Lancashire workshop 



w: www.davidthornber.co.uk 
e: david@davidthornber.co.uk 
t: 01200 428 379 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Country-style pinboard 

BROWSE EIGHT INSPIRING IDEAS FOR YOU AND YOUR HOME 


CLARE LOVES 

Autumn is the perfect 
time to get cosy indoors 
and this Dog lamp is just 
one of the many heart- 
warming pieces available 
at Clare Loves, where you'll 
discover more beautiful 
British-made homeware. 
Save 1 5% with code 
COSY before 30 November 
2015. Visit clareloves.co.uk 
orcall 01494 874101. 


JENNY BELL 

A snowy evening at a Christmas 
market, with a reindeer, 
musicians and a roast chestnut 
stall, is the delightfully 
festive theme on this bone 
china mug by Jenny Bell, for 
just £1 1 .50 plus p&p. The 
blackboard sign can even be 
personalised for an extra £1 to 
make a special gift. To see this 
and other designs, visit jenny 
bell.co.uk or call 01 388 665757. 







ANIMALS 
IN WIRE 

Discover our bespoke 
life-sized wire portraits 
of beloved pets or your 
favourite creatures. 
Handcrafted in rustproof 
wire mesh, they're ideal 
indoors or out. Order 
now for Christmas! Visit 
animalsinwire.co.uk or 
call on 07951 039663. 



ABLEYS 

Take a look at our selection 
of beautiful homemade 
products for your home, 
handmade in Hampshire 
by a mother and daughter. 
Using an array of stunning 
fabrics, our range is shabby 
chic with a twist of English 
country style. Visit ableys. 
co.uk, call 07740 930540 
and follow us on Facebook. 


WAVES 

For unique jewellery, gifts, 
gorgeous girly frocks and shabby 
chic furniture, browse Poornima 
Nair's beautiful online collection. 
Custom orders are welcome for 
jewellery and baby dresses. 
These unique wooden 
parrot bookends cost £50. 

Visit waves-online.co.uk or 
call 07754 094952 
or 01 740 661302. 



DORIS & CO CREAMWARE POTTERY 

We make luxury handmade pottery in England to our 
exclusive designs. Celebrate a vintage Yuletide with our 
Christmas mug, available in two sizes for both adults and 

f j children. Other items 

bear quirky inscriptions, 
a perfect way to convey 
your thoughts. Visit 
dorisandco.co.uk, and 
quote CHIXMAS 
' * for 1 5% off until 24 

December 201 5. 




BLACK FOX 
METALCRAFT 

We are young Manchester-based 
designers and manufacturers 
of decorative metalcraft, 
specialising in weathervanes and 
swinging signs for farms, homes 
and businesses. The quality of 
craftsmanship makes this metalwork 
the perfect special gift. Bespoke 
commissions are welcome. 

For more information, visit 
blackfoxmetalcraft.co.uk 
orcall 0161 681 4293. 





THE OAK 
& ROPE 
COMPANY 

Perfect presents 
for all occasions, 
including personalised 
money boxes (left). 

See the full collection 
at oakandrope.co.uk 
or call 01 227 46941 3 
for more information. 
Delivery in seven 
to ten days. 



Market place 


I 


FURNITURE 


I 


Over 35 years of quality British craftsmanship 
Extensive fabric and customisation options 
Luxury 14cm deep mattresses on all our sofa beds 
Exceptional value compared to the high street 



Call 0845 468 0577 


or visit willowandhall.co.uk/country 
to request free samples, a catalogue 
and showroom information 


fQr Willow &> Hall 


Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds 



Designer furniture without 
the designer price tag. 

We'd love to hear from you, call 01483 410007 

Fox Barn, Peper Harow, Godaiming, Surrey, GU8 6BQ 

www.love-your-home.co.uk 



Lovely Sofas. 

by SAXON 

Ssxon Fumiturc Ltd., Manchester Road. Bohan. BLl 2NZ. 

Tel;OI204 36S4l3 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 



Market place 




FURNITURE 




TIMELESS 

CHESTERFIELDS 

ftySAXON 



Visit zumw.TimelessChesteTfiefds.com or Cull 01204 36S41B 



We design and make practical, stylish furniture, clever storage solutions and 
beautiful soft furnishings, for every room in the house. Our unique service 
means that they can all be made to complement your home perfectly. 


To find out more call 01264 365808 for a brochure or 
visit www.thedormyhouse.com 

. :: 



GREAT BRITISH SOFAS 




rjom/^ 2 wtflr 50 ^ NOW ONPT £799^ 
risk II day money*back home^ig 
% year Hardwood frame guarantee" 

FREE BROCHURE 0I49S 244226 

www.sofasofa.co.uk 


sofosofa 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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\ 


FURNITURE 


I 



LEXINGTON 3 SEATER SOFA 

WAS £1549 - NOW £1049 

FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 

01443 771222 or dick www.thomaslloyd.com SR 


TRADITIONALLY 

THE FINEST FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

7 " 


Windsor 3 seater 
sofa was £849 - 
NOW ONLY £69S 




WWW. kirkdale. CO. uk 


FORA FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999 


FLOOR COVERINGS 


REMOVABLE, WASHABLE AND 
NOW EVEN MORE AFFORDABLE 


FLOORS of STONE 



Newport sofa was £439 - now only £329 


• No risk money back 21 day home trial 
• 5 year hardwood frame warranty 

• Delivered direct from our factory to your living room 

• All made in Great Britain • Delivery within 4 weeks 

• Over 20 sofa designs in fabric and leather 
• Direct from the manufacturer prices 


I OakrTdgeI 

SOFAS & CHAIRS DIRECT J 

For a free brochure call 

01685 844944 

www.oakridgedirect.co.uk 



To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 






Market place 


SIGNS & PLAQUES 


I I UNDERFLOOR HEATING I i 


SHUTTERS 



//// 


For inspiration browse 
www.nockartiun3ign5.co.uk 
«r CAD 01 327 351561 Fu- « brad^iiirA 

CAST UETAL UAOE 10 LAST fHOU QUH fOUttORT 


^ FLOOR GRILLES 

Trfjditiand mdfrjlfitir hfatin^ .ij-riim 
, wwwilocirgrillcsKCo.uk 
131476 ]j64433 



WINDOW 

SHUTTERS 

FOR A FREE BROCHURE 
Freephone 

0800 975 5757 

appealshading.com 


HOME INTERIORS 



Selling 
Top Quality 
Stoves in the 
UK for over 
20 years 


in-store 


nT NOW FOR WINTER 


WENTWORTH £395* REGAL 11 £422 BO BARREL £25080 


20 

Great 

Looking 

Styles 


Burn Wood 
or Coal 

Big Stocks of 
Flue Pipes & 
Accessories 


All Stoves conform to EN13240 


SEE THE FULL RANGE IN-STORE OR ONLINE 


Ca 


SUPERSTORES 

NATIONWIDE 


Mon-Fri 8:30-6:00 
Sat 8:30-5:30 
Sun 10-4 


machinemart.co.uk 

MAIL ORDER: 0115 956 5555 


AfcMAiineAfart 



snuginteriors 

live • relax - sleep 



Beds, mattresses, bed linen, furniture, sofa beds and home accessories 

ifirm It? 

0 \ O ts 


f Adfn 

100 % 100 % 


www.snug-interlors.com ■ 01730 894 754 

Feefo Independent Ratings as of September 2015 



To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 










Market place 


HOME INTERIORS 



TIMELESS STYLE 


Sales line: 01386 793240 


Why not try something 
with your new project? 


oQf 






50% off' 



PARQUET PARQU^ 

Ow lorgcft i<Felaim»(f p^qucl UK 


01507 313 470 

www.parquet'pariquet.SO^ 


Made-to-measure blinds^ curtains & shutters 

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6572 OR VISIT HILLARYS. CO. UK 

HILLARYS 

Matee a window. Malee a room. 


*T's & C's apply. 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 







Market place 



X 

unfitted 


Behind the elassic good looks you’ll hud a modern, 
energy efficient, electric heat storage range which is 
absolutely perfect for great cooking whilst gently 
warming your kitchen. 

With six widths available and a range of great colours 
we’re conhdent we have just the right Everhot for you. 

Tel: 01453 890 018 • www.everhot.co.uk 


Redefining Classic Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Whether its traditional or classic, fitted or freestanding, our kitchens 
and bathrooms are refreshingiy different. Register online for a 
brorhure^ prices and free no ohiigation home vLsrt 
Commissions fulfilled throughout UK and worldwide. 

hkxiu High Setbcl MomtifHivMflrsh Gbsciticxirshlrc GLS& O^LH 
WWW- ijnfittsd.co.uk inlb{^unfihEtcd.co.uk 01608 6S006S 


KITCHENS 


There s so much 
to love about au 
Everhot cooker 




t^annla 




gorenje 

Quooker 


I 


BEDS & BEDDING 


I 




Hand-crafted to 
last for a lifetime 

iH bed de^tigns mxtihtbk in oiiy si^e 

• Free delivery ond instalbtion 

• Money bock promise 

• 10 yeorguorontee 

Hiuiuestc hrtithure,. 

01777 S69 669 

WWW, re\^ivalbcds.co,uk 


i RESTORATION & REPAIR 



IfATHER CARE & REPAIR SPECIAUSTS 

Vanuintttirtn of o unique range of ifioi doonrg. rapoii I roskuoii- piodudv 



hinritin din^ 14; hokv IufiioiM, 

Id fnx Q1MS713M] ><1:1] MArJgrDitosIrijMdi 



I 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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i BATHROOMS I 



What makes an Albion Bath unique? 

Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel.... 


Sartene bath shown 

Request your brochure 
on: 01255 831605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.com 


ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 




j With over 600 independent bethroom showrooms 

throughout the UK, and more than 400 products reduced, 
there's no excuse to miss out on our fantastic offers this Autumn. 


To find your nearest bathroom specialist visit: 

www.crosswater-sale.co.uk 


crossLuater" SMTipsons" bauhaus" 



CheekyeMonkcy 

TREE HOUSES 


Bespoke design and build treehouses, playhouses and elevated platforms 
www.cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk t: 01403 732 452 




11 

lilll 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 
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I _ _ARCHITECTU^LGLj^SSTRTCTURE i 



ARCHITECTURE iN CL A 


mm 




y 


^subject to 
terms and conditions 


apropos 

FOR A COMPLIMENTARY BROCHURE OR A 
DESIGN CONSULTATION CALL 0800 328 0033 
www.aproposuk.com 

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 



G PNSERmOR IES 

"gnsiBEr 


CONSERVATORIES 


(MUxmtovtLaitd 


SALE 


Save £1000’$ 

Pay only 

Fora »EE"ROCHU«E rQCI 

and prices call now or go online 

0800 952 8000 & NOT^SNG MORE 

conservatoryland.com subject to status, ask for details 

ConservatoryLand is a trading name of Everseal Roofline Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Credit is subject to application and status. Everseal Roofline Ltd T/A ConservatoryLand, act as a credit intermediaryand exclusively offers credit products 
from Hitachi Capital Consumer Finance with whom we have a commercial relationship. Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC is authorised and regulated by the Finan- 
cial Conduct Authority. Registered in Cardiff no. 1630491. Registered office: Hitachi Capital House, Thorpe Road, Staines-upon-Thames, Surrey, TW18 3HP. 


i_EABRI^ & raOTRATION_l 

Designer 

Fabrics 

Very best prices 
for the top names 
in fabrics and 
wallcoverings. 

(01270) 

610032 


FABRICS & 
WALLPAPER 
DIRECT 

Extremely 
competitive 
prices for all the 
leading names. 

(01782) 628987 


FASHION 


MAN DA R I NA 

SHOE S.COM 


LOVELY LOAFERS 



Buy online at 

WWW.MANDARINASHOES.COM 
Tel: UK O I 307 8 1 9488 



HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


BEAM RENOVATION 


Beams renovated without mess 
A unique process • No blasting 
No damage to the beams 
01797 458508 

W W W.BI-. AM - Rf MC) VA r in H C O. V H 



THE PERFECT FIT FOR WIDER 
The widest choice of quality, 
stylish, wide fitting shoes 

in the UK. Available in 
ladies and men's, EE, 4E, 

6E and 8E width fittings. 


W 


ord®* 








For your FREE 132 page Catalogue 


call 01933 311 077 


or visit www.widerfitshoes.co.uk 


shoes can also be bought 
through good independent shoe retailers. 

Visit www.dbshoes.co.uk to find your nearest stockist. 

*Excluding Postage & Packing. Not valid with any other promotion 


FREE RETURN SERVICE for all UK orders 


SALE NOW ON! 


SEE OUR EITTENSIVE RANGE ONLINE 



"Nationwide 
Uerandas 
are designed 
to provide a stYiish 
and practicai area to 
enjoy outdoor iiuing 
whatever the weather. " 

BUY NOW, 

PAYIN12MTHS* 

^Subject to status. Written details on request. 



For a FREE brochure Callus OOC 

oraoobUgation todayon UoUU OZD U!>34 KHIOHWaE 
design consultation oivisitiisonlineatwww.nationwideltd.co.uk MHEMMItMH 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 

















Market place 
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www.darlighting.co.uk 

sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01 295 672200 


w ww* n igei t yas .CO .u k • cizzb 766618 
t MAHOMAOr iN vtHtjcsinat I 

NIGEL TYAS IRONWORK^ 


HOME ACCESSORIES 




Original, limited -edition Art Deco posters 



P DttIVEt I 


Quitman E^SliOns Ltd 

C^elrtS SW1 W ePL Tel; *44 (0)20 7730 0547 


View and buy online at www.pul1maneditions.com 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261 or email homeinterest@timeinc.com 










‘I’M A BIG FAN OF BURGH ISLAND 
OFF THE SOUTH COAST OF DEVON’ 




I j his is such a magical place. 

Burgh Island can be reached 
- ^ across the sands at low 
tide, but is actually cut off from 
the mainland at high tide. It 
holds so many happy childhood 
memories for me. I used to spend 
the summer holidays here with 
my parents, brother and sister. It was always the 
perfect place for us. The drive down to the south 
Devon coast from far-flung Essex, where I grew up, 
used to take seven hours and we’d always have a 
competition in the car as to who would see the sea 
first. I still remember the sense of excitement as we 
snaked down to Bigbury-on-Sea along the high-sided 
country lanes, then the spectacular view would 
suddenly open up before you. 

Burgh Island is definitely best enjoyed during the 
summer but part of its charm is that it’s always 
changing. At high tide, it becomes an island and at 
low tide a sandbank is revealed. There used to be a 
special sea tractor that could be driven down on the 
sand and even through the sea - I think it may still 
be there. As a child, it was a real adventure to have 
a ride on the tractor. We used to stay in the Art 
Deco Burgh Island Hotel which was made popular 
by Noel Coward and Agatha Christie, who wrote 
some of her novels while staying there. 

When I was young, the hotel had rather a shabby 
air, but since then it has been transformed into a 




lovely and rather luxurious place and has become 
a real landmark. When my family used to stay 
there we had regular power cuts and the water 
would often be turned off, but we didn’t care at all 

- it just added to the whole experience. 

I always feel a sense of wonder whenever I am 
reminded of the view towards Burgh Island and 
in some ways that feeling is something that I try 
to recreate for my clients through my garden 
designs. I want people to see their garden and walk 
through it with the same sense of excitement and 
joy that I remember on my childhood holidays. 

With some projects I work on it is possible to create 
a sudden 'opening up' of a beautiful view - a bit 

like that first glimpse of the sea I remember so well 
as a child. At its best, garden design often includes 
an element of theatre and drama [Marcus has 
designed five gardens for the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show and won his third gold medal at this year’s 
show with stunning primary coloured perennials 
planted within a formal grid for The Telegraph 
entry] . My love of water in gardens may also have 
been triggered by idyllic memories of Burgh Island 

- it would be nice to think so. 

For information about Marcus Barnett's designs, 
call 020 7736 9761 or visit marcusbarnett.com. 
Burgh Island can be reached from Bigbury-on-Sea, 
for details visit bigburyonsea.com. 


186 housetoliome.co.uk/countryhomesandinteriors 


FEATURE SARAH WILSON PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW LLOYD/ALAMY, 
(INSET) MILLIE PILKINGTON 




01384 29661 1 info@primeoak.co.uk www.primeoak.co.uk 
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GARAGES I GARDEN ROOMS | ORANGERIES } HOME OFFICES 
CONSERVATORIES | BARNS | STABLES 






